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POPULAR LUNCHEON CLUB’S SILVER CELEBRATION! 



Members of the Cornelly Luncheon Club at 
their 25th anniversary celebration. 

(Photograph by Phil Davis at 
www.scenicgalleryphotographerwales.co.uk) 
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Mr & Mrs 1 
Robson 
The Vale of 
. Glamorgan 


f THIS 1 
MONTH’S 
FEATURED 
KITCHEN 


WE TAKE CARE 
OF EVERYTHING... 



For outstanding service, head turning 
design & exceptional quality, trust a local 
established company; proud of our 
reputation. 

Visit our showroom or website for a dash of inspiration ... 
SHOWROOM OPEN AT 

16 Coychurch Road, Pencoed, Bridgend CF35 5NG 

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday By appointment only 

NEW SHOW STAND OPENING SOON AT EWENNY GARDEN CENTRE! 


01656 860077 

PRIORYSOLUTIONSGROUP.COM 


Man escapes 
jail after a 
town centre 
car chase 


POLICE pursued a 
motorist for more 
than 20 minutes, 
sometimes reaching 
speeds of more than 
100 mph in the 
Bridgend area. 

The chase ended 
when 19-year-old Gavin 
Rees crashed into an 
MG and a Peugeot, caus¬ 
ing them both to be 
write-offs. 

At Cardiff Crown 
Court, Rees, a scaffolder 
of Apley Terrace, 
Maesteg, admitted 
charges of dangerous 
driving, aggravated 
vehicle taking, and driv¬ 
ing without insurance. 

He was sent to a 
young offender institu¬ 
tion for 10 months, the 
sentence suspended for 
18 months, disqualified 
from driving for a year, 
ordered to carry out 250 
hours unpaid work, and 
to take the extended 
driving test. 

In addition, he was 


Crown Court 
report by 

AJ SICLUNA 


directed to pay £800 
costs and was told by 
Judge Daniel Williams: 
“You have come as close 
as anyone to going into 
custody. Don’t blow the 
opportunity the court has 
given you.” 

Prosecutor Tony 
Trigg said that on May 
16, Rees approached a 
friend, Matthew George, 
in the early hours and 
asked for a lift to hospi¬ 
tal to visit his pregnant 
girlfriend. 

Mr George agreed, 
but Rees insisted he 
drive. 

When Mr George 
refused, the defendant 
grabbed his keys from 
the ignition and when 
Mr George got out of the 
car, Rees drove off at 
speed. 

The police saw the 


vehicle soon afterwards 
on the Aberkenfig by¬ 
pass. 

“There followed a 21- 
minute pursuit,” said Mr 
Trigg. 

Rees drove at more 
than 70 mph in a 30 mph 
limit, refused to stop, 
and went around a 
roundabout the wrong 
way. 

At one point, he did 
more than 100 mph, and 
went through red lights 
at 90 mph as he went 
past the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

He headed back along 
Coity Road at 90 mph 
and went onto the 
Brackla bypass at 95 
mph, before heading 
towards Maesteg at 75 
mph, where in 
Commercial Street, he 
hit speed bumps, lost 
control and collided with 
two parked cars, before 
running off and being 
caught in an alleyway. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 9) 


VOLUNTEERS 
and members 
recently celebrated 
25 years at a popu¬ 
lar local lunch club. 

The Cornelly 
Luncheon Club has 
been meeting through¬ 
out that time on 
Tuesdays and 
Thursdays each week, 
with ages ranging from 
eight to 80. 

A three-course meal 
costs only £3.50 and 
the club is open to any¬ 
one from Cornelly and 
the surrounding area. 

To mark their silver 


anniversary, they 
decided to celebrate 
the Olympics and came 
up with the idea of 
having their own 
‘Olympics lunch’. 

With balloons and 
bunting creating a fes¬ 
tive feel, a three-course 
meal was served up 
and they finished the 


day with a group pho¬ 
tograph. 

Organiser Marion 
Hide told The GEM 
that the event had been 
a great success, and 
thanked all the volun¬ 
teers who help at the 
club, and in particular, 
cook Diana 
Spanswick. 


Island Farm open day 

HUT 9, which is the only surviving reminder 
of the World War Two PoW camp in 
Bridgend, was open to the public last week¬ 
end. 

For pictures of the event, see page 7. 
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Vandals and the 
feelgood factor 



THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



A gate damaged by vandals. Will the cur¬ 
rent \feel good factor’ have an effect? 
(See letter below). 


T he 

Paralympic 
Games closing 
ceremony brought to 
a close a spectacular 
summer of sport, a 
fitting addition to 
the equally wonder¬ 
ful Diamond Jubilee 
Year. 

How proud the whole 
of the UK has been of 
the achievements of 
Team GB and 
Paralympic GB. 

Locally, we have had 
the National Eisteddfod 
and, in a time of belt 
tightening, over £2,000 
was raised at St Illtud’s 
Flower Festival. 

Maybe this feel good 
factor will permeate 
down to those people 
who still feel they have 
to do damage to property 
to get noticed. 

Maybe the new pow¬ 
ers the council has 
regarding anti-social 
behaviour on the beach, 


path and fields, will not 
be needed after all, and 
the money saved chan¬ 
nelled into positive 
schemes for everyone to 
feel part of. 

This is the second 
time this gate (above) on 
the footpath to the beach 
has been vandalised. The 
hasp has been salvaged 
and handed into the 
Town Hall to keep the 
cost of repairs down to a 
minimum and, who 
knows, perhaps a kind 
business with a mobile 
welder will fix it for us 
all to use again. 

Then we all can walk 
the foot path for healthy 
exercise. Please do your 
bit and clean up after 
your dogs for the benefit 
of all and sundry. 

Bins are provided, 
and you should not need 
telling again and again - 
because you know it 
makes sense! 

Bill Henderson, 

St Athan. 


THANK YOU TO 
SUPPORTERS 

O N behalf of the home produce, floral 
crafts and children’s competitons at 
the Vale of Glamorgan Show, spon¬ 
sored by Cardiff Airport, as chairperson, I 
would like to thank everyone who entered 
competitions, sponsors, stewards, judges 
and committee for supporting us. 

Our annual raffle made a total of 
£565.50, which is donated to Breast Cancer 
Charity, Velindre. 

Thank you everyone. 

June Studley 
Chairperson, Llancarfan. 

Show was fantastic 


W HILE I agree with Bev 

Griffiths’ recent letter headed 
‘A show worthy of the West 
End’, I feel I must point out that she had 
one of the cast listed as Rhian Neil (a 
girl’s name), when his name is Rhain 
Neil. He played the part of Joe (Jose) 
Vegas. 

I add to her congratulations to Christian 
Bullen and all the superstars in the making for a 
fantastic show. 

Mrs G Neil, 

Barry Island. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


Whatever happened to 
the meals on wheels? 


M AY I, through the columns of 
your newspaper, ask if anyone 
can explain why the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council has stopped the meals 
on wheels service? 

This service, carried out by volunteers, was so 
very much appreciated by the people who used 
it. It gave them a meal every day and kept them 


in contact with the outside world in a lot of 
cases. 

There doesn’t appear to be any explanation or 
notification from the council if this service will 
be started up again, or completely ended. 

In fact, I feel as if the council wants to keep 
this much-valued service quiet. 

C J Hawkins, Colwinston. 


Council’s response - ‘western Vale is a problem 


RESPONDING to 
Mr Hawkins’ 
comments (above) 
Lance Carver, 
head of adult serv¬ 
ices at the Vale 
Council, said: 

“In December 
2011, the Meals on 
Wheels service in the 
western Vale was 
stopped after prob¬ 
lems were identified 
with the cooking 
facilities. 

“The cost of recti¬ 
fying these problems 
proved prohibitive. 

“Providing the 
service from alterna¬ 
tive premises was 
considered and is in 
place, except at the 
far end of the western 


I T is just two 
weeks until the 
new Sainsbury’s 
store opens at 
Romilly School, 
Barry. 

As work progresses 
towards opening, I 
would like to ask 
whether a ‘traffic man¬ 
agement plan’ was pre¬ 
pared, presented and 
agreed as part of the 
Assembly’s decision to 
allow this development 
to proceed? Was a full 
‘risk assessment’ pro¬ 
duced as part of this 
plan? 

I am extremely con¬ 
cerned that traffic chaos 
will soon ensue - traffic 
coming off the round¬ 
about at the bottom of 
Jenner Road heading in 
to Park Crescent cannot 
be allowed to turn right 
in to the new 
Sainsbury’s car park. 

It will be crossing the 
stream of traffic coming 
‘up’ Park Crescent and 
will tail back to the 
roundabout. It will also 
be crossing the ‘up- 
bound’ stream of traffic 
right in front of (less 


Vale where journey 
times mean that we 
have difficulty keep¬ 
ing the food hot. 

“Adult Services 
worked very closely 
with all the individu¬ 
als who had been 
receiving a service to 
ensure that their 
needs were met. 

“This involved 
assisting people to 
choose alternative 
meal options, other 
than a delivered hot 
meal. 

“If anyone has a 
concern about the 
welfare of any indi¬ 
vidual, we would like 
to hear from them so 
that we can ensure 
that their needs are 
met. 


than 20m) the light-con¬ 
trolled pedestrian cross¬ 
ing to Romilly school. 

Similarly, traffic exit¬ 
ing the Sainsbury’s car 
park and wanting to turn 
right ‘down’ Park 
Crescent will be a traffic 
nightmare to both vehic¬ 
ular traffic and pedestri¬ 
ans. 

I would like to request 
that the opening of this 
store is delayed until a 
suitable traffic plan is in 
place and that this 
should contain a ‘No 
Right Turn’ for traffic 
coming off the round¬ 
about, and a ‘No right 
Turn’ for traffic exiting 
the Sainsbury’s car park. 

The petition, signed 
locally by thousands 
against this develop¬ 
ment, and the local plan¬ 
ning authority’s decision 
to refuse the develop¬ 
ment were correct. The 
over-turn of the decision 
by the Assembly means 
that they must now take 
full responsibility for the 
probable forthcoming 
traffic nightmare. 

Mr Geoff Jones, 

Barry. 


“The council has 
reviewed its savings 
plans and has man¬ 
aged to protect the 
Meals on Wheels 
service. 

“However, we 
struggle with unex¬ 
pected costs when 


N a recent letter 
to The GEM, C 
N Westerman of 
Brynna, writes that 
the Conservatives’ 
reluctance to 
reform the House of 
Lords along the 
lines proposed by 
the Deputy Prime 
Minister is account¬ 
able to some form 
of opposition to 
democracy. 

Nothing could be fur¬ 
ther from the truth: 

“The House of Lords 
is made up of very tal¬ 
ented men and women, 
all with great experience 
and expertise to offer the 
nation, including 
Baroness Finlay of 
Llandaff, a medical spe¬ 
cialist who works at 
Velindre Hospital, and 
Baroness Grey- 
Thompson, an esteemed 
Paralympian. 

The expertise on dis¬ 
play in their Lordships’ 
excellent debates - some 
of the finest to be seen 
in any legislature in the 
world - is astounding, 


T was our son’s 
first birthday 
and we had a 
get-together over 
the bank holiday 
weekend. 

After the party, we 
went into the garden and 
let off a balloon, with 
our son’s name, Owen, 
and address on it; and 
asked whoever found it, 
to post it back to us, as 
we would like to see 


problems occur. In 
conjunction with 
other agencies, we 
are able to ensure 
that there is a good 
availability of alter¬ 
native options for 
people who may need 
them. ” 


and allows them to scru¬ 
tinise Bills in tremen¬ 
dous depth. 

An elected House of 
Lords would be in direct 
competition with the 
House of Commons. 
Under the status quo, the 
Commons can justly 
claim primacy over the 
upper house, on the 
grounds that they have 
greater democratic legit¬ 
imacy. 

If, however, a Labour 
majority in the elected 
upper house wanted one 
thing and the 
Conservative 
Government in the 
Commons wanted anoth¬ 
er, who would win out? 

Ultimately, of course, 
it must be borne in mind 
that the decision to with¬ 
draw the House of Lords 
Reform Bill was the 
result of democracy: the 
democratically-elected 
members of the House 
of Commons, the repre¬ 
sentatives of the people, 
would not countenance 
it. 

G R Scott, 

Barry. 


how far it went. 

We received the bal¬ 
loon back over a week 
later. 

A Belgian couple had 
found the balloon while 
on holiday in Germany, 
in the town of 
Musweiler. 

We later worked it 
out, and the balloon had 
travelled 550 miles! 
Carly and Karl Burt, 
Barry. 


NEW STORE: 

concern over traffic 
chaos in Barry 


Praise for the 
Lords’ debates 



‘Our son’s balloon 
landed in Germany! 



Jobs hopes just 
wishful’ thinking? 


W ELL done, 
Coun Fred 
Johnson, 
chairman of the 
Vale’s planning 
committee 
(‘Councillor says the 
Waterfront consor¬ 
tium must deliver 
local jobs’, The 
GEM, September 6). 

However, the headline 
belies the contents of the 
article, which says he 
“hopes” the consortium 
will involve as many 
local people as possible. 

Quite a difference 
between a mandatory 
injunction and wishful 
thinking. 

This is important 
because employers will 
always choose the best 
people for the job - local 
or otherwise - in the 


light of their economic 
interests; i.e. the profit 
motive. 

Coun Johnson is over¬ 
looking a phenomenon 
general to the whole of 
Britain; workers from 
all EU countries have 
the right to live and 
work here. 

They are often better 
educated, more dedicat¬ 
ed and willing to work 
for low wages, either at 
the minimum wage, or 
just above. 

So, Coun Johnson can 
“hope” as much as he 
likes - the reality may 
well be different. 

He should ask himself 
why employers in 
Britain choose to employ 
non-British EU workers, 
rather than natives. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


‘Get tough over 
‘disabled’ parking 


R eaders of 

The GEM 
will know 

how much I sympa¬ 
thise with Keith R 
May (Letters, 
September 6). 

The policing of the 
use of disabled parking 
spaces in Cowbridge, 
particularly outside the 
Tesco store, is little 
short of a disgrace. 

I, too, have watched 
an officer walk by with¬ 
out so much as a glance 


at the windscreens of 
parked vehicles; and, of 
course, the problem of 
delivery and trade vehi¬ 
cles often monopolising 
these spaces for much 
of the day continues. 

I once remonstrated 
with a van driver - to be 
met with a mouthful of 
abuse. 

Mr May is correct, a 
much more aggressive 
stance is needed. 

D W Gerrard, 
Cowbridge. 


‘Blame it on 
the politicians’ 


M any of us 
would have 
read sto¬ 
ries about the pay¬ 
offs that some 
council officials 
have received after 
leaving office. 

One female chief 
executive, who had only 
been in the position for 
20 months, picked up a 
whacking £500,000-plus 
pay-off. Other officials 
have walked away with 
£100,000 pay-offs, and 
jumped straight back 


into another job. 

And let’s not forget 
the politicians: it’s 
politicians who are 
ruining this country, not 
the people - and they 
are all richly rewarded. 

It has been stated that 
the pay-offs were 
deserved due to the effi¬ 
ciency savings made. 

I suppose they mean 
the cuts, job losses, pay 
freezes and reduced 
hourly wages. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL SEPTEMBER 20) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

13 Thur 

05.11 

8.2 

17.28 

8.3 

14 Fri 

05.54 

8.8 

18.11 

9.3 

15 Sat 

06.32 

9.4 

18.50 

9.8 

16 Sun 

07.12 

9.9 

19.28 

10.3 

17 Mon 

07.48 

10.2 

20.05 

10.5 

18 Tues 

08.31 

10.3 

20.49 

10.4 

19 Wed 

09.12 

10.3 

21.31 

10.2 

20 Thur 

09.53 

9.9 

22.13 

9.8 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Wildmill burglar 
caught after 
leaving phone 
at crime scene! 


A 23-YEAR-OLD man who 
burgled the home of a disabled 
person and removed two safes, 
has been jailed for 18 months 
at Cardiff Crown Court. 

Leslie Williams (23) of Maes-y- 
Felin, Wildmill, Bridgend, had been 
convicted by Vale Magistrates for bur¬ 
glary and committed to the Crown 
Court for sentence. 

Prosecutor Julian Greenwood said 
Williams burgled the Maes-y-Felin 
flat of the victim while he was out vis¬ 
iting a friend. 

He said two safes were removed 
from a wall and items, many of senti¬ 
mental value and cash, altogether 
worth £1,300 were taken. 

The following day, said Mr 
Greenwood, the brother of the defen¬ 
dant told the victim the safes were 
“down by the river”. They were found 
in bushes and had been opened. 


Fingerprints of the defendant were 
found, and the disabled victim later 
found Williams’ mobile phone in his 
bedroom. 

When arrested, Williams said that 
he was not involved, but later said: “It 
was only a joke”. 

The victim told the police he suf¬ 
fered ill-health and no longer felt safe 
in his home, and had not been eating 
properly. 

Williams’ counsel, Meirion Davies, 
said: “He committed the burglary with 
three others. He had been drinking, 
and there was an element of planning. 

“He is not a man overburdened by 
his intellectual capacity.” 

He said he was on medication for a 
condition and on the night concerned, 
had not taken it. 

He was, said Mr Davies, prepared 
to name others involved, and the items 
he stole had been returned. 


Maesteg man’s 
cannabis factory 
in council flat! 


POLICE who raid¬ 
ed a council flat in 
Maesteg, found 56 
cannabis plants 
growing, with a 
potential crop 
worth £17,000, 
Cardiff Crown 
Court heard. 

Callum Poole (22) of 
Bridgend Road, 

Maesteg, was jailed for 
51 weeks, suspended for 
two years, made subject 


AN inmate of Parc 
Prison, Bridgend, 
lost his temper and 
attacked two mem¬ 
bers of security 
staff in the visiting 
area, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

Daniel Martinson (26) 
of no fixed address, was 
jailed for 28 months. He 
had been convicted by 
Vale Magistrates of 
inflicting grievous bodi¬ 
ly harm and assault, and 
had been committed to 
the Crown Court for sen¬ 
tence. 

Prosecutor Jonathan 
Bushell said that he 
attacked prison officer 
Nigel Thomas, breaking 
his nose, and repeatedly 
punched him. 

Another officer, 
Vaughan Davies, inter¬ 
vened and was assaulted, 
but not injured. 

Peter Harding- 

Roberts, defending, said: 
“I appreciate that there 
are aggravating features 


to a supervision order 
and ordered to carry out 
250 hours unpaid work. 

He admitted a charge 
of producing cannabis. 

Prosecutor John 
Warren said he was 
growing the drug for his 
own use, but there 
would have been some 
sharing with friends. 

The total yield was 2.79 
kg. 

His counsel, Byron 
Broadstock, said he had 


here. He had no choice 
but to plead guilty. 

“He acknowledges he 
lost his temper, and 
realises what he has 
done.” 

He said Martinson’s 
life had been marked by 
tragedy. One brother 
was murdered, and 
another committed sui¬ 
cide. 

“There was no justifi¬ 
cation for what he did to 
the officers. He will now 
be perceived as a threat 
to other prison officers. 

“The attack was not 
pre-planned, and he has 
been taken from the 
local area to Exeter 
Prison. He has demons 
which cause society a 
problem.” 

Judge David Wynn 
Morgan said: “You have 
a significant record for 
violence, including rob¬ 
bery. 

“These were offences 
against people working 
in the public sector when 
you were in custody.” 


spent £100 a week on 
cannabis. 

Fortunately, he said, 
he had not tampered 
with the electrical sup¬ 
ply and was caught 
before the drugs could 
be harvested. 

It was the first time 
he had committed such 
an offence. Since a 
teenager, he had been 
using cannabis. 

“He now realises his 
actions have had serious 
consequences, and he 
has been evicted from 
his home by the local 
authority because of 
what he did.” 

He said the search 
took place about a year 
ago, and he had the anx¬ 
iety of not knowing his 
fate for that length of 
time. 

“He has been in 
limbo, unable to obtain 
employment.” 

He said the operation 
was Poole’s, and 
Poole’s alone, and he 
was now on the ‘police 
radar’, and they would 
keep a close eye on 
him. 

Judge David Wynn 
Morgan said the set-up 
to produce the cannabis 
was on a significant 
scale, with a degree of 
sophistication, and the 
yield would have been 
considerable. 

“You seem to think 
it’s alright to produce 
and smoke cannabis. 
You need to understand 
that the consumption of 
cannabis is against the 
law, and the production 
of cannabis is against 
the law. 

“Those who smoke 
and produce it are often 
likely to go to prison.” 


Prison inmate 
attacked 
Parc officers 


RESIDENTS MEET TO MARK 
PARC SLIP MINING DISASTER 



The annual meeting takes place to mark the anniversary of the Parc Slip mining disaster that took 112 lives in 1892. 


Last Sunday morning (August 26), 
at exactly 8.20am, a group of 
local people met as usual to mark 
the 120th anniversary of the Parc 
Slip explosion that took the lives of 
112 men and boys from 
Aberkenfig. 

On August 26,1892, an explosion was 
heard from within the mine, apparently 


caused by a hole in one of the workers’ 
Davy lamps. 

Rescue attempts were hampered by 
roof falls, but 42 miners were brought 
out alive, some of whom later died of 
their injuries. 

Neville Granville led a short period of 
reflection upon that event and its impact 
on the present day, as it is held every 
year at 8.20am, in line with the explosion 
120 years ago. 


Attendee Byron Butler told The GEM: 
“The ‘regulars’ were supported by Couns 
Clive James and Pauline James, and 
Janice Gregory AM. Their presence is 
much appreciated. 

“We meet for about 20-25 minutes. It’s 
not religious but ceremonial and reflec¬ 
tive. 

“We get the fountain going, which is 
made of 112 stones to represent those 
that were killed.” 


Calls for new patient 
service to be expanded 


NEWS that a team 
of community 
medics and nurses 
within Bridgend 
county borough is 
now fully opera¬ 
tional has been wel¬ 
comed by Suzy 
Davies, Welsh 
Conservative 
regional AM for 
South Wales West. 

However, she has 
urged health chiefs to 
find the extra money 
needed to make the team 
of doctors and nurses 
into a seven-day model, 
otherwise the aim of 
reducing unnecessary 
hospital admissions may 
not be fulfilled. 

In response to a series 
of Freedom of 
Information requests 
submitted by Mrs 
Davies, the Abertawe 
Bro Morgannwg health 
board states that the 
Community Integrated 
Intermediate Care 
Services (CHS) team in 


Bridgend saw an 
increase of 80 per cent in 
the number of patients 
referred to it by GPs 
from April 2011 to 
March 2012. 

They dealt with 229 
referrals, and also car¬ 
ried out 872 interven¬ 
tions. 

At the moment, sup¬ 
port staff work seven 
days a week from 8am to 
10pm, visiting patients 
in their own homes. 
Professional staff, 
including doctors, work 
Monday to Friday from 
8.30am to 5pm. 

An appraisal is cur¬ 
rently under way into 
whether to expand all 
community resource 
services, including CHS, 
into a seven-day model. 

This will depend on 
whether doing this 
would be of benefit 
financially by keeping 
people out of hospital 
and in their own homes. 

The board added that 
the work of the CHS 
team was drawn to the 


attention of GPs in a 
series of meetings held 
at their practices, by dis¬ 
tribution of posters and 
by giving each doctor a 
reminder of the fact that 
the team can be used to 
treat suitable patients, 
instead of sending them 
to hospital. 

Mrs Davies said: 
“When Maesgwyn hos¬ 
pital was being closed 
last year, I met health 
chiefs and was told that 
it was intended to rede¬ 
ploy staff and resources 
freed up by the hospital 
closure into the CHS 
team. 

“I was told that treat¬ 
ing people at home was 
the way forward for suit¬ 
able cases, rather than 
have people needlessly 
sent to hospital and I 
would agree with that. 

“Most people, espe¬ 
cially the elderly, would 
prefer to stay in their 
own homes but this can 
only happen if there are 
sufficient resources 
available to provide an 


VILLAGE SHOW 
IS A SUCCESS! 


THE recent Colwinston Village 
Produce Show proved to be a 
big success. 

More than 110 entries in 20 differ¬ 
ent classes were assessed by the 
judges, Peter Evans, Sheila Madge, 
and Helen Payne. 

Colin Howells won several first and 
second prizes for vegetables, while 
Janet Thomas received lots of first 
prizes and was given the prestigious 
award of ‘Best In Show 2012’. 

Hannah Miles, Hilary Jones, Kathy 
Kettle, Dolores Howells, Heather 
Simmonds, Illian James, Noni Bates 
and Debbie Lewis were among the 
winners with varied entries, vegeta¬ 
bles, paintings, herbs, flower arrang¬ 
ing, baking, and jam. 

The Broadbent family had almost a 


clean sweep with pot plants and the 
Hawkins family, Bob, Mo, Kate, 
Robbie, Laura and Sophie took many 
prizes. 

Kyle Azzopardi won best in show in 
the children’s section and was present¬ 
ed with the trophy, kindly provided by 
Peter Evans. 

A total of 17 children from the local 
playgoup and school entered the 
painting competition ‘In my Garden’ 
and they all had a winner’s certificate. 

KJ 

QUESTION: Did you 
know you can read 
your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 


effective service. 

“I hope that they will 
move towards a seven- 
day-a-week operation 
for the doctors and nurs¬ 
es on the team, including 
consultant cover. 

“I realise that this will 
take additional resources 
at a time when ABM is 
being asked to save £45 
million out of its budget 
this year by the Welsh 
Government in Cardiff. 

“However, if provid¬ 
ing these extra services 
saves money in the long 
run and also keeps 
patients safe, and that’s 
the key point, then it 
seems a sensible use of 
resources to me.” 

ABM Health Board 
and Bridgend County 
Borough Council issued 
a joint response, which 
stated: “Bridgend coun¬ 
ty plans to integrate all 
of its community health 
and social care services 


for older people and 
people with a physical 
disability. 

“The development of 
our community interme¬ 
diate care services is just 
one part of the picture. 

“We are very proud of 
the services available 
within Bridgend county 
and strive to support 
people to remain in their 
own homes for as long 
as possible. 

“We have a good 
track record in deliver¬ 
ing innovative forms of 
support, such as tele¬ 
care, which has to date 
supported over 1,000 
people. 

“In addition, we 
recently opened a new 
facility within Bryn y 
Cae residential home 
that is helping people to 
regain their independ¬ 
ence following a hospi¬ 
tal stay.” 


COMIC PLAY 

Dyad Productions will present the comic 
play The Diaries of Adam and Eve ’ at the 
Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl, on September 
20 . 

Based on the works of Mark Twain, it is 
directed by the Olivier Award-winning Guy 
Masterson and performed by Rebecca 
Vaughan and Elton Townend Jones 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 



DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE 
LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS 


Charity concert 
THE 30th annual 
charity concert by 
Ogmore Valley 
male voice choir 
this weekend 
includes a number 
of guest artists. 

Soloist Rhydian 
Jenkins won the 
Bridgend Young Singer 
of the Year’s junior sec¬ 
tion in 2009 and 2011, 
was an Urdd junior 
eisteddfod winner in 
2011, and Welsh 
National Eisteddfod 
winner this year at 
Llandow. If an Jenkin 
was an Urdd junior win¬ 
ner (piano) in 2011 and 
is also a member of the 
choir ‘Only Boys Aloud’ 
The compere is Boyd 
Clack and the.concert is 
being held at Canolfan 
Bethlehem, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale on 
Saturday, September 15 
at 7pm and it is raising 
money for the Y Bont 
charity. Tickets can be 
obtained from John on 
01656 8414290, or any 
choir member. 

Judo club 
Ogmore Valley Judo 
club is holding a table 
top sale to raise money 
to support young mem¬ 
bers on Saturday, 
September 15 at Ogmore 
Vale Life Centre, from 
10.30am; table £6. 
Telephone 01656 
840922, or 
07857713597. 

School funding 
Tynyrheol primary 
school, Llangeinor, has 
obtained funding for a 
learning support officer 
to provide extra maths 
tuition for pupils . This 
new role will be per¬ 
formed by Mrs Nicola 
Lodwig, for the next two 
terms. 

The school will have 
a number of extra-curric¬ 
ular clubs during the 
autumn term, starting on 
September 24. These 
include guitar lessons, 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 
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learning to appreciate 
the environment and 
music club which, hope¬ 
fully, will form the 
school choir to perform 
over the Christmas peri¬ 
od. 

Choir celebrates 

Cor Meibion Cwm Garw 
(Garw Valley male 
choir) is celebrating its 
50th anniversary with a 
special concert on 
Friday, September 28 in 
the Tabernacle chapel, 
Meadow Street, 
Pontycymer at 7pm. 

The choir was formed 
on August 30, 1962, in 
Blaengarw ambulance 
hall. The first musical 
director was Ieuan Rhys 
Williams, and the first 
piece of music the cho¬ 
risters learnt was “O! 
Peaceful Night” 

Amazingly, three of 
the original members are 
still in the choir - Ray 
Patterson, Gwyn Jones 
and Trefor Evans. 
Tondu history 
ANYONE who would 
like to learn more about 
the history of heavy 
industry in this area dur¬ 
ing the industrial revolu¬ 
tion, should go along to 
open days at Tondu iron¬ 
works and the Wesleyan 
Methodist church on 
September 14-15. 

The church was paid 
for by the owners of the 
ironworks, for employ¬ 
ees caught up in the reli¬ 
gious fervour that swept 
the country at that time. 
Staff changes 
Tondu primary school, 


Aberkenfig, has changes 
in the staff room: Miss 
Jones is the new deputy 
Headteacher, and Mr 
Sullivan will be teaching 
Ogwr class, while Mrs 
Williamson is returning 
following maternity 
leave. 

On Thursdays between 
9.45am-11.15am, parents 
can bring young children 
along to “Tondu 
Toddlers” in the Heol 
Persondy building where 
youngsters learn to 
socialise with their 
peers, 

It is hoped the school 
will be able to hold its 
sports day on September 
18 for pupils in KS2 
stage; this was cancelled 
in the summer term 
because of the wet con¬ 
ditions. 

The foundation class¬ 
es will be holding their 
sports day on September 
20; During the autumn 
term there will be a 
number of extra-curricu¬ 
lar activities. 
Representing Wales 
Cor Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
ladies choir) will repre¬ 
sent Wales at celebra¬ 
tions marking the libera¬ 
tion of the city of s- 
Hertogenbosch from the 
Germans by the British 
53rd (Welsh) Division 
between October 24-27 
1944. The choir will be 
travelling by coach and 
ferry to Holland on 
October 23rd. 

On October 24, the 
choir will be singing at a 
service of Remembrance 


WOMAN (39) DENIED THEFT CHARGE 

12 weeks’ jail for a 
charity shop worker 


THE assistant man¬ 
ager of a Barry 
charity shop wept 
in the dock at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court when she 
was jailed for 12 
weeks for theft. 

Joanne Mathias (39), 
of Aneurin Road, Barry, 
had been found guilty of 
two charges of stealing 
£600 from the British 
Heart Foundation. 

She was found not 
guilty of one charge of 
stealing £250. 

Prosecutor Eugene 
Egan said the thefts 
occurred over a period 
of three weeks, when 
Mathias was working at 
the charity’s Holton 
Road shop. 

He said that she failed 
to pay in the £600 to a 
bank. Mathias denied 
the charges and said the 
money had been paid in. 

Her counsel, Meirion 


Report by AJ 
SICLUNA 


Davies, said at the time 
she had financial prob¬ 
lems which had resulted 
in a breakdown of her 
marriage. She was cur¬ 
rently employed and had 
told her new employer 
of her current position, 
and they were fully sup¬ 
portive of her. 

At present, said Mr 
Davies, her life was 
chaotic and she was 
having accommodation 
problems. 

The case, she said, 
had not been a pleasant 
experience for her and 
had caused her great 
stress. 

“She has lost her 
good character and it is 
extremely unlikely the 
Court will see her 
again.” 

But, said Recorder 
David Miller, the case 


in Arnhem Cemetery. On 
October 25, it will per¬ 
form at a concert in the 
De Taling Home, and on 
October 27 will lay a 
wreath during a 
Remembrance service at 
the Welsh monument in 
s-Hertogenbosch, and 
sing a World War 2 
Requiem with the city’s 
Liberation choir. 

In the evening, the 
choir will again perform 
with the Dutch choir in a 
concert, concluding with 
the Welsh and Dutch 
national anthems. 
Carers’ centre 
Bridgend Carers ’ Centre 
is situated at 87, Park 
Street, Bridgend, CF31 
4AZ (tel 01656 658479). 

Tomorrow, September 
14 at 10.30am-12.30pm 
a new course gives car¬ 
ers detailed information 
about what help and sup¬ 
port is available, carers’ 
rights, and offers an 
opportunity to meet oth¬ 
ers. 

On September 19 at 
10.am-12 noon, there 
will be a legal advice 
surgery with a represen¬ 
tative from Howells 
Solicitors. Telephone the 
above number to book 
an appointment. The 
community cafe will be 
open between 12.30pm- 
3.30pm, 

On September 20, at 
10am-lpm, the Outreach 
group will be at Maesteg 
Civic Offices, with a 


representative of the 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
to assist carers. At the 
centre between 1 .pm- 
2pm there will be a 
Body Blitz session with 
Darija. Phone number 
above to book a free 
place. 

On September 21, there 
will be a guided tour of 
the historical town of 
Caerleon; The coach 
departs at 9.30am from 
Hope chapel, Bridgend 
and costs £3. Telephone 
Paula on the number 
above for full details.. 
Aberkenfig, Charity 
Concert 

Church appeal 

Tomorrow, September 
14 at 7pm in St John’s 
Church, Aberkenfig, 
there will be charity con¬ 
cert to raise funds for the 
damage caused by metal 
thieves to St Bride’s 
church, Llansantffraid. 

Entry is £5 at the door 
and entertainment will 
be provided by Bois 
Goetre-Hen a’r Cylch 
(Boys of Coytrahen & 
District) male voice 
choir. 

Jam Clubs 

These provide an oppor¬ 
tunity for children to 
meet and play with oth¬ 
ers in the same age 
group, where they can 
enjoy games, crafts, 
competitions, listen to 
stories, and have sing-a- 
long. 

The mini jam session is 
between 5.30pm- 
6.30pm, for ages 5 to 7; 
the middle jam is 
between 6.40pm- 
7.50pm, for ages 8 to 11; 
and the big jam is from 
8.pm- 9.15pm, for ages 
12plus. 

They are being held on 
Wednesday evenings 
during school term time 
only at the Church of 
God, New Street, 
Aberkenfig. 


involved stealing from a 
charity: “This was in the 
course of your employ¬ 
ment when you had a 
significant degree of 
trust placed in you to 
hank the day’s takings. 
Twice you failed to do 
so, and helped yourself 
to the money.” 

The charity, said the 
Recorder, relied on 
charitable donations and 
the public obviously 
placed trust in her. 

“It was not the largest 
amount, but your crime 
cannot be measured 
financially,” he said. 

He said the custody 
lines had been crossed, 
and she had chosen to 
deny her wrong-doing. 

“You have shown no 
remorse for what you 
have done,” he added. 

He said the charity 
put donations into 
research, and he had a 
duty to pass a prison 
sentence. 


Paralympians 
fight through 
second week 


FOLLOWING the 
three medals 
secured by Bridgend 
Paralympians Aled 
Davies (gold and 
bronze) and Paul 
Davies (bronze) last 
week, there were 
still some of the 
county’s 

Paralympians fight¬ 
ing it out during 
week two of the 
showpiece event. 

Unfortunately, Aled’s 
training partner and 
close friend Nathan 
Stephens couldn’t repli¬ 
cate the shotputter and 
discus thrower’s per¬ 
formance in the final of 
the F57/58 javelin as he 
came in 10th. 

The 24-year-old 
reigning world champi¬ 
on saw two controversial 
foul throws wreck his 
Paralympic dream, and 
his final throw of 33.10m 
was not enough. 

The jury of appeal 
later reinstated his sec¬ 


ond throw of37.09m 
that saw him climb from 
12th to 10th in the rank¬ 
ings. 

Wheelchair fencer 
Gemma Collis (19) was 
part of a trio who fin¬ 
ished eighth out of eight 
teams in their part of the 
competition, alongside 
Justine Moore (20) and 
Gabi Down (just 14). 
They fell to defeat 
against much more expe¬ 
rienced teams from 
Hong Kong, Russia and 
France. 

It wasn’t a great tour¬ 
nament for the Team GB 
five-a-side football team 
either, but they picked up 
their first win of the 
Paralympics in the sev¬ 
enth/eighth place play¬ 
off- 2-0 over Turkey. 

Defender Keryn Seal 
was on target from a 
short comer after four 
minutes as the team 
ended the event on a 
high, and now begin to 
look towards the Euro 
2013 championships 
next year. 


Porthcawl Art Society 
autumn exhibition 



THE autumn exhi¬ 
bition has opened, 
and some unusual 
paintings are now 
on display in our 
gallery, a spokesper¬ 
son reports. 

Despite the gloomy, 
wet summer, it has not 
stopped the painters 
from using the time to 
create some colourful 
work to cheer the visi¬ 
tors to the town. 

First, Clive Callen’s 
painting of ‘The Orphan’ 
was chosen as the most 
popular work- a heart- 
tugging story of a 
Siberian tiger cub res¬ 
cued by a man who 
raised it until fully 
grown, with the heart¬ 
breaking decision to let 
it go to Minnesota Zoo. 

Second was Peter 
Martin’s painting of the 
Dipping Bridge, 

Merthyr Mawr. 

Lydia Nicholson’s 
‘Comparing sizes’ was 
placed third. 

The gallery above the 
museum in John Street is 
open most days, but we 
have all missed going 
out in the street with our 
colourful array of paint¬ 
ings. We enjoy talking 
to the visitors and holi¬ 
daymakers who are 
always able to as for any 
information on learning 
to paint. 

We have also wel¬ 
comed some new mem¬ 
bers this summer, and as 
a charity, we welcome 
budding artists and small 
school groups, etc, to 
come and see us and get 
advice. 

Hopefully, the weath¬ 
er will improve and we 
will be having our street 
display as usual. 

The gallery above the 
museum is open from 
llam-4pm weekdays and 
Saturdays, and admis¬ 
sion is free. 



Lydia Nicholson with her painting, 
‘Comparing Sizes’ 



Clive Callen with his painting, ‘The Orphan ’ 


Crash: police appeal 


POLICE are appealing for wit¬ 
nesses, following a collision 
that occurred at 8.20pm on 
Wednesday, September 5, on 
the B4265 Llantwit Major at the 
junction with Pentre’r Cwrt. 

A blue Suzuki GSX R 600 motorcy¬ 
cle driven by a 28-year-old man was 
travelling east on the B4265 Llantwit 
Major in the direction of St Athan 
when the collision occurred at a mini 
roundabout. 


The rider of the Suzuki motorcycle 
was conveyed to Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, by ambulance 
where he was treated for multiple 
injuries. 

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the South Wales Police roads 
policing unit in Lakeside, Swansea, on 
01792 456999, on 101, or 

Crimestoppers (free) on 0800 555111. 






































Thursday, September 13th, 2012 _ www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem_news _p_ THE GEM - 5 


Porthcawl biathlon 
raises cash for local 
brain injury charity 


Report and photographs 
by Frank Shipton. 

07790 882925 
or 01656 710454 




ABOVE: Nigel Bedford (in yellow) with 
competitors at the finish. 


700 APPLICATIONS FOR 140 ‘PARTNERS’ 

Rush for jobs as 
Waitrose confirms 
store opening date 


Remy Rock. 

A PORTHCAWL 
man is organising a 
series of charity 
events to help a 
Bridgend brain 
injury charity - and 
the latest took place 
last Thursday 
(September 6). 

Competitors took part 
in a 5.6km biathlon on 
the sea front at 
Porthcawl to raise funds 
for ‘Headway Bridgend’ 
- a charity that works 
with people who have 
suffered brain injuries. 

It was organised by 
Nigel Bedford of 
Porthcawl, and was ded¬ 
icated to the memory of 
his son, Gavin, who was 
died tragically two years 
ago in an industrial inci¬ 
dent. 

Nigel. Bedford told 
the GEM that the 
fundraising was helping 
him deal with the trauma 
of losing Gavin. 

He said that he had 
chosen Headway 

because, although Gavin 
suffered a massive head 
injury and died instantly, 
for those who do survive 
similar accidents, the 
work of the charity is 
vital. 

Headway helps with 
therapy, rehabilitation, 
supporting the family of 
people with a head 
injury, and all aspects of 
dealing with what is 
always a traumatic situa¬ 
tion. 

The race consisted of 
a run along the lower 
promenade from the 
RNLI shop and back, 
and then a cycle race to 
the Royal Porthcawl 
Golf Club, and then cir¬ 
cling back to finish at the 
harbour. The race was 
won by Greg Hil,l of 
Porthcawl, with the run¬ 
ner-up Jason Stretch, 
also of Porthcawl. 

Coming in a cred¬ 
itable third was St. 
John’s School pupil, 


ABOVE: Jason 
Stretch. 



ABOVE: ‘Doing the 
Mobot’. 


Remy Rock. 

Nigel Bedford took 
fourth place, and told 
The GEM that a number 
of fundraising events 
were in the pipeline. 

He said: “There will 
be an event with local 
bands playing live at the 
Hi-Tide Inn in 
December, at a date that 
it not finalised yet. 

“We had intended that 
this month there would 
be a ‘row across the 
Channel’ from 

Ilfracombe to Porthcawl, 
but this has had to be 
postponed. 

“That will definitely 
happen next year.” 

Mr Bedford said that 
the fundraising for 
Headway Bridgend 
would continue for some 
time, and said that any¬ 
one wanting to get 
involved could contact 
him on 07949 337371. 


WAITROSE has 
confirmed that it is 
on schedule to open 
a new foodstore in 
Cowbridge on 
November 1. 

The chosen opening 
day, a Thursday, is just 
after the town Festival of 
Food and Drink, which 
is on the weekend of 
October 27/28. 

The company recently 
announced that it had 
become a sponsor of the 
festival. 

In a statement, 
Waitrose said that it had 
received more than 700 
applications, many from 
Cowbridge, for the 140 
jobs that will be created 
at the 14,379 sq ft store.. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“The window has now 
closed and group inter¬ 
views are being carried 
out in the Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge. 

“The successful can¬ 
didates will then start 
their training on October 
15. 

All new employees 
will become partners in 
the John Lewis 
Partnership, entitling 
them to a share in profits 
in the form of an annual 
bonus. 

This year, every 
employee received 14 
per cent of their annual 
wage in bonus, the 
equivalent of seven 
weeks pay. 

The Cowbridge 
branch manager, Rob 
Waite, said: “Our policy 
is to recruit locally and 
give the shop a real local 
identity, so we are 
delighted that we have 
been able to attract this 
level of interest from the 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


area. Having wanted to 
open in Cowbridge for a 
long time, it is encourag¬ 
ing that there seems to 
be genuine excitement 
about our arrival and we 
can’t wait to play our 
part in contributing to 
the future success of the 
town when we open in 
November.” 

As sponsors of the 
festival, Waitrose will 
have a presence at the 
event, and will be show¬ 
casing its produce. 

Polly Wilson of the 
food festival told The 


GEM: “We were delight¬ 
ed when Waitrose 
became a sponsor. 

“They won’t be sell¬ 
ing on the festival site, 
but they will have a 
prominent stall in their 
capacity as sponsor, 
offering tastings and 
demonstrations.” 

Rob Waite said: “We 
are looking forward to 
showcasing some of our 
fantastic food and drink 
over the weekend. 

“We’re really looking 
forward to opening in 
Cowbridge and the event 
will be a great opportu¬ 
nity to introduce our 
brand and meet shoppers 
in the town.” 


Autumn at the 
Berwyn Centre 


The Berwyn Centre 
has launched its 
new autumn sched¬ 
ule this month - 
which includes a 
number of new 
options on offer, 
including a 12-week 
‘introduction to 
counselling’ course. 

If you’re thinking of 
training to become a 
qualified counsellor, or 
would just like to 
improve your communi¬ 
cation or people skills, 
this could be for you. 

Over the duration of 
the taster course, a range 
of counselling approach¬ 
es and skills will be cov¬ 
ered, followed by an 
assessment based on 
practical use of the skills 
learnt on the course. 

A range of learner 


styles will be accommo¬ 
dated for and no prior 
learning or qualifications 
are required for enrol¬ 
ment. The full course 
costs just £6.25 per per¬ 
son and will take place at 
the Berwyn Centre every 
Tuesday, 7pm-8.30pm. 
Enrolment begins on 
September (to start the 
course on September 
25). 

Other new activities 
include a men’s circuit 
class and a variety of 
craft-making workshops. 
The centre will also see 
the return of many popu¬ 
lar activities. 

Go online at 
www.bridgend.gov. uk/b 
erwyn for more informa¬ 
tion, or call 01656 
754915. 


CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 

MAN (27) ‘WRACKED WITH 
GUILT’ FOR 11 YEARS 

Teaching assistant 
banned after sex 
offence admission 


A TEACHING assistant has 
been “haunted by the memory 
and wracked with guilt” after 
carrying out a sex offence 
when he was a teenager. 

Alexander Clarke, 27, of Croft 
Goch Gardens, Kenfig Hill, pleaded 
guilty before Vale Magistrates to a 
charge of indecent assault and was 
committed to Cardiff Crown Court for 
sentence. 

He was made subject to a three-year 
community order involving three 
years’ supervision, to take part in a sex 
offenders’ programme, and he was 
banned from working with children 
under 18 for life. 

He was also ordered to register as a 
sex offender for five years, and was 
also made subject to a sex offenders’ 
prevention order for life. 

Judge David Wynn Morgan said he 
was sentencing him on the basis that it 
was an isolated incident. 

He said people spoke extremely 
highly of Clarke’s dedication and 
enthusiasm. There was no evidence of 
him having behaved inappropriately to 
children who had been in his care. 

Prosecutor Nicholas Gedge said the 
assault took place in the Porthcawl 
area sometime in 2001, when Clarke 
was 16 and the victim was nine. 

He approached her, put his hand up 


her dress, into her underwear and 
touched her genital area. 

“He told her not to tell anyone. She 
didn’t say anything, because she 
thought she’d get into trouble,” said 
Mr Gedge. 

This year, the girl had a chance 
encounter with Clarke and told friends 
what had happened. He telephoned her 
and apologised, saying he knew what 
he had done was wrong. 

He was arrested and told the police: 
“My life is ruined, my job has gone.” 

He said he had been haunted by the 
memory and was wracked with guilt. 

The victim, said Mr Gedge, had 
been greatly affected by the incident, 
and did not like men close to her. She 
said she would block out what had 
happened by getting drunk and for a 
long time had blamed herself for what 
had occurred. 

Clarke’s counsel, Owen Williams, 
produced several testimonials. 

“He knows the Court’s sentencing 
powers, and could very well lose his 
liberty. But there is an alternative to 
custody.” 

He said he had pleaded guilty at the 
first opportunity and the Court should 
bear in mind his youth and immaturity 
at the time. 

“He has lost his job and his life will 
never be the same. He appreciates his 
wrong-doing.” 


Man threatened a 
friend with kitchen 
knife - court is told 


A MAN who armed 
himself with a 
kitchen knife and 
threatened to kill a 
friend, has been 
sent to a young 
offenders institute 

Talk by 
Tibetan 
thinker 

YOGI LAMA comes 
from a family lineage 
of Yogis who have 
meditated in caves and 
monasteries in Tibet 
for centuries. 

His father runs a 
large monastery in South 
India. 

Yogi Lama, however, 
is not a monk, he is mar¬ 
ried with two young chil¬ 
dren. 

He believes by engag¬ 
ing in the world it helps 
him understand some of 
the issues we in the mod¬ 
em world go through. 

Yogi Lama is a healer, 
meditator and traveller. 
He will be paying his 
first visit to Wales and 
be giving a talk at the 
Friends Meeting House, 
87 Park St, Bridgend, 
CF31 4AZ on October 1 
starting at 7.30pm. 

He will talk about his 
life and his approach to 
dealing with modern 
problems using ancient 
techniques. All are wel¬ 
come. PG 


for 10 months at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Shaun Jenkins, 20, 
was told by Judge 
Daniel Williams: “You 
have a number of prob¬ 
lems which need 
addressing.” 

Jenkins, of Mill 
Meadow, North 

Cornelly, pleaded guilty 
to making threats to kill 
and possessing drugs. 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said that on 
April 22, Daniel Pound, 
a friend of Jenkins, went 
to his home to borrow a 
vacuum cleaner. 

Jenkins was having an 
argument with his girl¬ 
friend, became upset and 
wielded a kitchen knife 
in the direction of Mr 
Pound saying: “Come 
here, come here.” 

He added: “I’m going 
to ******* kill you and 
put this knife through 
your head.” 

Mr Pound retreated 
and called the police. 


Jenkins said Mr 
Pound had walked in 
uninvited and that he 
had no intention of car¬ 
rying out his threats. 

On June 8, the police 
stopped the defendant in 
North Cornelly and he 
was found to be in pos¬ 
session of methadrone 
and cannabis. 

He was said to have 
previous convictions for 
affray, and to be in 
breach of a community 
order for theft. 

His counsel, Hugh 
Wallace, said he accept¬ 
ed he took part in a 
frightening incident, 
though it was not the 
most serious of its kind. 

Clearly, said Mr 
Wallace, the defendant 
had problems. 

Said the Judge: 
“There was no justifica¬ 
tion for you to pick up a 
knife and threaten to kill 
a friend. It was a signif¬ 
icantly aggravating fea¬ 
ture.” 


TAXI-TAXI 

Private Hire 

✓Anytime ✓Anywhere 
✓Bookable 



01446 794494 
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Exhibition celebrates the magic of Merlin 


Garw Valley inven¬ 
tor, harp maker and 
craftsman, Merlin 
Maddock, is show¬ 
ing just a few of his 
unusual creations 
at Bridgend town 
centre, in an exhibi¬ 
tion that runs until 
September 29. 

The exhibition is in 
the Celtic Camera 
Centre, in Caroline 
Street. 

Merlin intends to be 



Photographs by 

GLYN EVANS 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 


there in person each exhibition is by a 

day between 12pm and donation to the 
4pm to answer ques- Parkinson’s UK chari- 
tions. Entry to the ty. 



YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Choir news 

KENFIG Hill and District Male Voice 
Choir got their autumn term off to a fly¬ 
ing start with a Country and Western 
night in the Green Acre Motel, Cornelly. 

There was a wonderful atmosphere and with 
Dave Reilly providing the music, everyone thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed themselves. 

After concerts in many parts of the UK during the 
spring and summer months, the choir traditionally 
returns to its roots to sing at local venues, during the 
autumn. The first of these was on September 10, at 
the newly-opened Llys Ton care facility which is on 
the site of the former Troed y Ton. 

This concert had many memories, as the choir 
gave the last concert in Troed y Ton before it closed, 
and it was also where the choir performed its first 
concert more than 40 years ago. 

At the end of September, the choir express their 
thanks to the patrons and vice presidents, at the 
annual patrons’ night concert, which will be held in 
the Grove Golf Club. 

Following this, the choir will make its third 
appearance at the annual concert to mark the launch 
of the Poppy Appeal in All Saints Church, 
Porthcawl. This will be followed by a concert in the 
Green Hall, Cefn Cribwr on Friday, October 19. 

During November, the choir are in a concert at 
the Cornelly Community Centre, organised by and 
in aid of the Kenfig Hill Girl Guides. They will be 
joined by choirs from the Guides and by the Da 
Capo children’s choir. 

During December, the choir will be visiting many 
retirement and nursing homes as well as the 
Princess of Wales Hospital, bringing the joy of 
Christmas with the singing of carols and Christmas 
songs. The highlight of the December diary is the 
annual Christmas carol evening in Pisgah Chapel, 
which this year will be on Monday, December 12. 

The evening features choirs from the junior and 
primary schools of Cornelly, Afon y Felin, Ysgol y 
Ferch o’r Sger, Pyle, Mynydd Cynffig and Cefn 
Cribwr plus the Crescendo Youth and Male Voice 
Choirs. 

The 200 voices of the choirs coupled with a con¬ 
gregation of 400 will make for a night to remember. 

The year ends with the annual dinner in the 
Grove Golf Club on Friday, December 14. 

Fellowship coffee 
DUE to renovations at the Chapel, Pisgah 
Ladies Fellowship are now holding their cof¬ 
fee evening in support of the Macmillan 
Cancer Care at the Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, Kenfig Hill, on 
September 28 at 7pm. 

This is a good chance to meet up with old friends 
and catch up on the latest news in pleasant sur¬ 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 
Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 
E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 



roundings. 

For details of this, and other events being held by 
the fellowship, telephone Rhian on 01656 744772 or 
Karen on 01565 740684. 

Shout 

THE mystery speaker who gave a very interest¬ 
ing talk at the last meeting of Kenfig Hill Shout 
was Margaret Dixon from Bridgend Resource 
Centre. 

It is hoped that following on from this, they will 
be able to work in partnership with Learning 
Disability Services in the near future. 

The next meeting of will be held at the Barnyard, 
Pyle Cross, Pyle, on Tuesday, September 25, from 
2pm-4pm. On this occasion, the speakers will be 
from BCBC about housing and supporting people. 

For further details of this and other events, tele¬ 
phone Stan Rumble on 01656 741203. 

Flower festival 

ST THEODORE’S Church, Kenfig Hill, will be 
holding a Festival of Flowers and Music on 
September 28-30. 

Throughout the festival, the church will be deco¬ 
rated with flowers. On September 28, young artistes 
will be performing in a concert which will also fea¬ 
ture the Crescendo Youth and Da Capo Children’s 
choirs. 

Following this, there will be a gala concert on 
September 29, featuring the RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band and Sounds Familiar. Both concerts 
start at 7pm. Tickets are £5 for the Youth Concert 
and £6 for the Saturday evening, or £10 for the pair, 
and can be purchased at the church or in Theo’s, the 
church shop. The festival is due to close on 
September 30 at 6pm with Songs of Harvest Praise. 

Wellbeing Centre 

ACTIVITIES held by the Mental Health 
Matters, Wales at the Talbot Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig Hill, on September 19 
include arts and crafts from 1.30pm-2.30 pm, 
Learn Direct Talk from 2pm-3pm and the 
Reading Group from 3pm-4pm. There will also 
be a social afternoon from lpm-5pm. 



Choir chairman Harold Phillips, bringing 
to mind the old Arctic Monkeys hit! 

Mediumship 

SIMONE Johnson and guest is holding a medi¬ 
umship evening at the Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, Kenfig Hill, on Wednesday, 
October 3, from 7.30pm to 10pm. 

Simone has been an award winner in the West 
Wales Spiritual Connection Awards for the last two 
years. Everyone is welcome and the cost of the 
evening is £9, payable on entry. 

St James’ Church 

Mothers’ Union - The next meeting of the 
Mothers’ Union will be held in the Church Hall, 
Pyle, on September 18. A warm welcome is 
extended to everyone for what will be a very spe¬ 
cial evening, when the speaker will be the 
Venerable Phillip Morris. 

Film Club: The next showing at the film club will 
be in the hall on September 18 at 2pm. 

Sponsors are sought to illuminate the St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Maudlam 

For further information of this and other events 
in the parish, telephone Rev Dr Duncan Walker on 
01656 740500 or 07766 710373 or Gareth 
Gardener on 07779 239302. 

Telephone scam 

COMPUTER owners should beware of a scam 
which involves a telephone call from someone 
claiming that they were from BT Solutions and 
claiming to be a Microsoft approved supplier. 

I had such a call from this person telling me that 
there was a global problem with Windows and that 
my computer had been affected. He offered to talk 
me through on how to fix it. 

However, when I asked him for his contact 
details such as, telephone number and email address 
etc. he said that he could only release that informa¬ 
tion after we had gone through the fixing process. 

When I told him that I needed it first before pro¬ 
ceeding, he rang off. I have since heard that he has 



Ernie and Jean. 

tried this on with friends of mine, with the same out¬ 
come. This is a scam where they persuade people to 
install expensive anti-virus software, call astronom¬ 
ical phone lines etc. 

They appear to be targeting this area, so be wary 
of cold calls and always check that they are legiti¬ 
mate before entering into conversation with them as 
at first they seem so genuine. The best reply to these 
people is, hang up on them. 
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Island Farm open day lets visitors get a taste 
of World War Two behind prison camp wires 


WORLD War Two re-enactment groups were at Hut 9, Island 
Farm last weekend, for an event which gave visitors a chance to 
see inside the sole remaining hut where German prisoners of 
war were kept. 

Paintings and drawings created by the PoWs were on view at the 
camp, which hit the headlines when inmates staged an abortive escape 
attempt in 1945. 



Hut 9, the only surviving hut at the former prisoner of war camp. 



ABOVE: Dressed up, 1949s style! 



PHOTOGRAPHS by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased by contacting: 

e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk • telephone 07791 228684. 
Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 





ABOVE: The central corridor in Hut 9. 



Members celebrate 
double show success 


PENLLYN AND DISTRICT WI 


T he 

Glamorgan 
WI Show 
was held on July 
28, and we are 
extremely pleased 
and proud to 
report that we 
won, for a second 
year, both the 
Margam Shield 
(for most points for 
entering for WIs 
with under 40 
members) and the 
Bridgend Salver 
(for most points 
pained for prizes 
won for WIs with 
under 40 mem¬ 
bers). 

All our efforts and 
hard work have been 
worthwhile! One of our 
members, Val Caple, 
won the Doris Richards 
Cup for the best craft in 
the show, with a beauti¬ 
ful knitted cardigan. 

An alfresco party was 
held in August; our 
member Marion 
Layton-Matthews kind¬ 
ly allowed us the use of 
her garden and mem¬ 
bers all brought buffet 
food. 

Some members 
helped in the WI tent at 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
National Eisteddfod, 


and we were responsi¬ 
ble for the WI tent’s 
lovely floral decora¬ 
tions. 

About half of our 
members went on a day 
visit to Denman College 
to see the beautiful 
grounds and had a tour 
of the main house. 

Monthly meetings 
resumed on September 
4, when president 
Novello Peters intro¬ 
duced the speaker, Tim 
Wright, who gave a 
wonderful talk entitled 
‘A Journey to a Bee 
Hive’. 

He told us about how 
he came to be a bee¬ 
keeper, and explained 
about the lives of bees, 
and the workings of a 
hive. 

We were shown a let¬ 
ter from a lady-in-wait¬ 
ing, on behalf of the 
Queen, thanking us for 
the Jubilee card, which 
had been designed and 
made by our member, 
Susan Wheatcroft. 

Events 

OUR craft evening 
will be on September 
19, where we will be 
preparing for our 
Christmas fayre and 
on September 20, we 
will be entering a team 


for the Federation 
Quiz in the Hi-Tide, 
Porthcawl. 

Several members are 
planning to attend the 
Federation dinner at the 
Hi-Tide on October 23, 
when the speaker will 
be the comedian, Mike 
Doyle. 

Penllyn and District 
WI members will be 
represented among the 
cast of the WI pan¬ 
tomime, Snow White to 
be held at the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, on 
November 21-22, and 
rehearsals are now 
under way. 

Two members are 
involved in the ‘Flowers 
for Special Occasions’ 
flower arranging course, 
and others are about to 
begin the ‘demonstra¬ 
tors’ course in 
Federation House. 

Members will be sell¬ 


ing their wares at the 
federation ‘Craft 
Spectacular’, on 
November 17 in the 
Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

Our own Christmas 
craft fayre will be held 
in Penllyn Village Hall, 
on December 1. 

We have also entered 
for the ‘Christmas Tree 
Festival’ to be held in 
Margam Orangery, on 
December 5. 

Our next meeting 
will be on October 2 at 
7.30pm, in the Village 
Hall. Entertainment will 
take the form of a quiz, 
and members will pro¬ 
vide a buffet supper. 

New members are 
always warmly wel¬ 
comed; we meet on the 
first Tuesday in the 
month at 7.30pm in 
Penllyn Village Hall 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact 01656 
674191 or 01656 
647115. 

MN 


Did you know you 
can read your GEM 
online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
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Stagecoach selected to 
appear in CATS at NIA 



STAGECOACH Bridgend & 
Cowbridge has been chosen to 
perform in CATS - the 
Musical , to be staged at the 
National Indoor Arena, 
Birmingham next March. 

This will be the biggest ever event 
staged by Stagecoach, and is in cele¬ 
bration of the organisation’s 25th 


anniversary. The students flew 
through auditions, competing with 
every Stagecoach school, more than 
680 in the UK alone, to win one of 30 
spaces. 

The event will see nearly 4,000 stu¬ 
dents from all over the UK perform¬ 
ing to an audience of 12,000. 

Principal Helene Reynolds said: “I 
am delighted, excited and so proud 


that they beat such tough competi¬ 
tion. The 25th anniversary promises 
to be a spectacular event with high 
profile coverage and celebrity sup¬ 
port. 

“It will be an amazing experience 
for our students, and one I am sure 
they will remember forever.” 


Stagecoach Bridgend and Cowbridge pupils are taking 
part in the organisation’s 25th anniversary performance 
of CATS in Birmingham’s NIA in March next year. 


PRAISED... but Porthcawl 
Lions need more help to 
clean up the local beach! 



\ Porthcawl Lions are looking 
for more support from locals 
| for their beach clean days. 


PORTHCAWL LIONS 
have recently received 
national recognition 
and praise, both in the 
newspapers and 
online, for the work 
they have done to help 
clean up the local 
beach. 

Unfortunately, there has 
not been very much local 
support and, despite being 
ready to complain about 
litter, people seem reluc¬ 
tant to help with clean-up 
initiatives - so response to 
Lions’ litter clean-up days 
has been disappointing. 

However, there is anoth¬ 


er chance to take part in 
cleaning up the area from 
Rest Bay to Sker. Tidy 
Wales are holding a ‘Tidy 
Wales Week’ all over the 
country starting on 
Monday, September 17. 

On that date, Porthcawl 
Lions are organising a 
beach clean-up from 10am 
to 12 noon. 

They are hoping that 
anyone who is free will 
turn up at The Rest car 
park at 10am. 

Please wear stout shoes 
and bring gloves; every¬ 
thing else will be provided. 

JOHN COSSON 
(for Porthcawl Lions) 


Take a journey into the past 


THIS autumn, Y Llynfi 
Library is running ‘Open 
doors’ Open University 
taster sessions, running 
from September-December. 

On September 15 from 
10.15am-2.15pm, the ‘Open 
doors’ session will be the ‘Story 
of Wales’, based on the BBC1 
series of the same name which 
was hosted by Huw Edwards. 

Drop-in and discover your 
family history and find out every¬ 
thing you ever wanted to know 
about the local area with our 
team of researchers and histori¬ 
ans who will be there on the 
night. 


There will be a free prize draw, 
Icons of Wales booklets and fol¬ 
low on Open University course 
information packs available for 
participants on the day. 

Other dates for ‘Open doors’ 
drop in sessions are: October 19, 
10.15am-2.15pm at Y Llynfi; 
November 16, 10.15am-2.15pm at 
Pyle Life Centre; December 21, 
10.15am-2.15pm at Pyle Life 
Centre. 

More information can be found 
in the new libraries brochure 
available at your local library or 
online at: 

www.bridgend.gov. uk/libraries. 


Your chance to 
shake, ramble and 
roll in Bridgend! 



There will be a world record attempt in Porthcawl for the largest 
gathering of Elvis impersonators - part of the Porthcawl Elvis Festival. 


THREE iconic festivals are 
coming to Bridgend county 
borough this month 
(September 28-30), giving res¬ 
idents and visitors the chance 
to shake, ramble and roll! 

For the first time ever, Porthcawl 
Elvis Festival, Feastival: Wales’ alter¬ 
native food festival and Love2Walk 
Festival are all taking place over one 
weekend, bringing a mix of live 
music, quirky walks and unusual food 
experiences to the streets of Bridgend 
county. 

Every September, thousands of 
Elvis fans descend on Porthcawl for a 
unique celebration of The King at 
Porthcawl Elvis Festival. This year 
it’s taking place from September 28- 
30. The Grand Pavilion hosts The 
Three Kings Show, The Elvies, and 
Red Alert, the Elvis showband . 

In addition, the Hi Tide Inn in 
Porthcawl will host more than 100 
shows over the weekend, and more 
than 20 other venues in and around 
the town will host events as part of 
the Fringe Festival, making Porthcawl 
the largest Elvis event in Europe. 

Feastival, which takes place on 
September 28-29, isn’t your usual 
food festival. Visitors can expect a 
variety of unusual foodie experiences 
and entertainment throughout the 
weekend. 

Bridgend town centre will house 
the first ever ‘Cauliflower Forest’ 


and, if visitors look carefully enough, 
they’ll see 6-foot orange-utans hang¬ 
ing from the trees. 

Visitors can also expect food tast¬ 
ing, celebrity chef demonstrations, 
street music and entertainment suit¬ 
able for all the family, including leak 
lobbing, spaghetti bridge building, 
egg drops and a giant tea party. 

Love2Walk Festival is back for a 
third year, and kicks off on Saturday 
September 29 with a world record 
attempt for the largest gathering of 
Elvis impersonators, tying in with 
Porthcawl Elvis Festival on 
September 29 at 9.30am. 

There are more than 40 walks 
planned for the festival, which runs 
until October 7. Participants can 
explore the stunning scenery of the 
Bridgend valleys to parts of the Wales 
Coast Path, as well as embark on 
some slightly more quirky expedi¬ 
tions including ghost walks, geo¬ 
caching treasure hunts, speed dating 
walks and a wild food forage. 

Visitors can also download a free 
new iPhone app, ‘Dare To Discover’, 
which features things to do, places to 
stay, event listings and more to make 
the most of their stay in Bridgend 
county. 

For more information about 
Porthcawl Elvis Festival visit: 
www.elvies.co.uk, for Feastival: 
www. bridgendfeastival. com, and for 
Love2Walk: www.love2walk.co.uk. 


Medical device testing lab 
awarded major contract 



Pamela Ashman, deputy manager of the 
Surgical Materials Testing Laboratory, 
tests an instrument. 


THE Surgical 
Materials Testing 
Laboratory, hosted 
by ABMU Health 
Board at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital is cele¬ 
brating winning a 
contract to test 
medical devices, 
worth £20,000 to 
date. 

Working closely with 
NHS Wales procure¬ 
ment, they test medical 
devices, such as latex 
gloves, dressings, sur¬ 
geons’ gowns and surgi¬ 
cal instruments, before 
they are purchased for 
wards and clinical 
departments across 
Wales. 

In addition, the labo¬ 
ratory provides testing 
services to medical 
device companies across 
the world, helping them 
check the quality of 
their products before 
they are placed on the 
market. 

Thanks to their 
unique expertise and 


international reputation, 
the laboratory was 
recently invited by a 
large US medical device 
company to tender for 
their testing and 
research and develop¬ 
ment work. The team 
were successful, win¬ 
ning around £20,000 
worth of business, with 
more to follow over the 
next two years. 

Peter Phillips, direc¬ 
tor of the Surgical 
Materials Testing 
Laboratory, said: “We 
have a long track record 


of working with the 
international medical 
device community, but 
this is one of the largest 
contracts we have been 
awarded to date. 

“The extra income 
will support the work 
that we do in setting 
minimum standards for 
medical devices used 
across the Welsh NHS, 
ensuring that patients 
and staff are not 
exposed to unnecessary 
risk, and helping Health 
Boards to get value for 
money.” 
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Sun, sea, 
sand... and 
The GEM! 



SOME contributors just can’t let go of their 
work while on holiday abroad, as this picture 
of The GEM’s paranormal correspondent, 
Hayley Williams, on holiday in Cala Major, 
Majorca, shows. She reported: (( The GEM 
certainly turned a few heads!” 


Two male choirs 
link Bridgend 
and Caldicot in 
concert harmony 


CALDICOT Male 
Voice Choir wel¬ 
comed Bridgend 
Male Choir to its 
annual gala concert 
on Saturday, 
September 8. 

A full gymnasium at 
Caldicot Leisure Centre 
was the venue to hear 
two accomplished 
choirs in action. The 
choirs first came togeth¬ 
er in 2004 at the Welsh 
National Eisteddfod, 
Newport, where visiting 
Bridgend Male Choir 
was successful in win¬ 
ning the Fusiliers Cup. 

The choirs are similar 
in size, with Bridgend 
celebrating its 50th 
anniversary last year 
and Caldicot reaching 
the milestone next year. 

Under its musical 


directors, Sian Hatton 
and Shirley Ann James, 
Caldicot opened and 
closed the proceedings 
with a number of high¬ 
lights in its musical ren¬ 
ditions. 

The author’s 
favourite item was the 
lovely Dewi Morris’ 
(Dewi Puss) ‘Lleucu 
Llwyd’ with its catchy 
melody matching the 
mood of an appreciative 
regular audience - that 
is, until the very next 
item, Freddie Mercury’s 
‘Somebody to Love’. 

Sian expressively 
sang the words and the 
choristers added special 
backing. 

Bridgend choir were 
led by Rhiannon 
Williams-Hale, who has 
proved to be an inspira¬ 
tion to choristers since 


100 mph crash 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

He told the police: “I was going to see my girl¬ 
friend in hospital. She’s pregnant.” 

He said he had become annoyed with Mr George 
because of the girl Mr George was with, and later 
panicked because he had no insurance. 

He was said to have convictions for causing dam¬ 
age and to be in breach of a conditional discharge 
for possessing drugs. 

His barrister, Carina Hughes said: “He wants to 
express genuine remorse. It was only by sheer luck 
that no injuries were caused. 

“He is appalled at his behaviour.” 

The judge said: “This was a terribly dangerous 
course of persistently bad driving.” 


her appointment earlier 
this year. Ably support¬ 
ed by Laura Smith on 
piano, the pair brought 
the very best from the 
Bridgend choristers. 

The quiet controlled 
singing is especially 
worthy of comment for 
its quality. Favourites 
here were the haunting 
prayer from Les 
Miserables, ‘Bring Him 
Home’, and the well 
known ‘Hava Nagila’, 
both of which drew 
great applause. 

The concert conclud¬ 
ed with both choirs 
combining for ‘Deus 
Salutis’ and ‘Morte 
Criste’ - close on 150 
choristers resulted in a 
very special finale. 

Bridgend Male Choir 
can next be seen and 
heard at its annual con¬ 
cert at St Mary’s 
Catholic Church in the 
town at 7pm, on 
September 21. 

The concert features 
performances from its 
own musical team, as 
well as the Russell 
Sheppard Competition 
winner, Elinor Rolfe 
Johnson, soprano. 

Entry by programme 
£8 (includes raffle) from 
Porters Estate Agents, 
Nolton Street; the News 
Shop, Dunraven Place 
or any chorister. 

DAVID T BURT 


Nugget is in need 
of some TLC! Can 

you offer him a home? 


u HELLO, my name 
is Nugget and I 
came to the Cats 
Protection Centre 
with my litter mate, 
Neo. Neo has been 
very lucky to 
already find his new 
home, but I had to 
stay behind to have 
some treatment on 
my eye. 

“Unfortunately, this 
wasn’t successful and I 
have had to have my eye 
removed. I am all better 
now, and I would love to 
find my forever home ’, 
too. 

“I am a very happy, 
affectionate cat who 


loves to curl up under 
my blanket for a nice 
long sleep. I have 
adjusted well to life with 
one eye and am desper¬ 
ate to find a loving fam¬ 
ily who can give me all 
the TLC I deserve. 

“I will need to go to 
a very quiet area, as 
busy roads are danger¬ 
ous for me. Can I come 
home to live with you ? ” 
Love and purrs, 

Nugget. 

Contact Cats 
Protection, Bridgend 
Adoption Centre, Pant 
Hirwaun, Bryncethin, 
Bridgend, CF32 9UJ. 
Call: 01656 726 621, or 
email: bridgend.manag- 
er @cats. org.uk. 



Nugget has lost an 
eye, but wants to 
find a caring home. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


Car.*d?5r 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 



CHARM UP YOUR LIFE 


King Square 
BARRY 
CF62 8HB 

01446 746871 


We also offer a wedding ring 
design service. 

With your imagination and 
our expertise 

we are able to craft a ring that 
is exclusive and unique to you. 


WWW.PAULGENTILE JEWELLERS.CO.UK 
Visit our website and register your details for: 

• Entry into our free monthly draw 

• Exclusive online offers to registered users 

I facebook.com/PGJewellers H| I @PGJewellerS 


NEW 

flAOmC^^^aloO— 

AUTUMN 
RANGE AND 
CHARM 
COLLECTION 
NOW 

AVAILABLE 


COME AND VIEW 
EARLY FOR YOUR 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
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Royal visitor displays her canny knowledge as 
sheepdogs are put through their paces at trials 


RIGHT: 
The Princess Royal 
was presented with a 
posy by the grand¬ 
children of the host 
farmers of the event 
Tudor and 
Janet Harris. 
Five-year-old twins, 
Chloe and Jack 
Howells, and 18- 
month-old Evie, 
handed over the 
posy, which had 
been made by Gloria 
Davies, who lives in 
Ammanford. 




MAMliflDilir 


We believe that 


LLANTWIT MAJOR SCHOOL 
YSGOL LLANILLTUD FAWR 


People are our greatest asset 


We are therefore committed to ... 

♦ setting the highest expectations to secure excellence in teaching & learning 

♦ providing a stimulating, challenging, personalised curriculum 

♦ celebrating individuality, success and achievement at all levels 

♦ developing dynamic and meaningful partnerships with our wider community 

♦ securing a safe, collaborative and caring ethos for all 

♦ resourceful use of ICT to enhance teaching & learning 



Excellent GCSE Results : 2012 74% A* - C! 


Dr V Browne, Headteacher and Staff extend a warm 
invitation to our ... 

Information Evening for Prospective 
Pupils & Parents 

Thursday,, 27 September, 2012-6 to 8pm 

to meet our dedicated team of staff 


Excellence at GCSE & A Level leading to students 
securing places at leading top universities 
New state of the art ICT 
facilities throughout 
Exceptional extra-curricular 
activities & trips programme 
Outstanding Sports 
achievement 

Spectacular Drama productions 




Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan CF61 1TQ 
Tel: 01446 793301 e-mail:llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk www.llantwitschool.org.uk 


THE Princess 
Royal worked the 
field when she flew 
in for the opening 
day of the 
International 
Sheepdog Trials at 
Redland Farm, 
Bonvilston in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

The event is the 
biggest of its kind any¬ 
where and a £2million 
economic driver, attract¬ 
ing 80 of the world’s 
finest dogs, their han¬ 
dlers and thousands of 
spectators. 

Princess Anne is 
Patron of the 
International Sheepdog 
Trials Society and dis¬ 
played a keen interest in 


and knowledge of the 
sport. She toured the 
farm and country festi¬ 
val, presented honours to 
the oldest and youngest 
trials competitors, and 
accepted a posy from the 
young grandchildren of 
host farmers Tudor and 
Janet Harris. 

The posy presented by 
five-year-old twins 
Chloe and Jack Howells, 
who attend Cymmer 
Afan Primary School, 
and 18-month-old Evie, 
was created by 
Ammanford farmer and 
flower arranger, Gloria 
Davies. 

Gloria chose the 
green, yellow and red 
colours to represent 
grass, sunshine, and the 
red collar of the sheep - 


Greyhound 
Rescue breaks 
homes record 

WELSH charity 
Greyhound Rescue 
Wales is having a 
record-breaking 


such as Greyhound 
Rescue West of England, 
Dogs Trust and Hope 
Rescue. ” 


time finding new 
homes for grey¬ 
hounds and 
lurchers. 

Charity chairman 
Alain Thomas said: 

“I’ve never known a 
summer like it. Usually 
during the holidays, the 
number of dogs we re¬ 
home dips but this year 
the opposite has hap¬ 
pened. Our re-homing 
numbers have gone 
through the roof! ” 

The charity reported 
that a record breaking 
17 greyhounds and 
lurchers were re-homed 
during August, with 14 
dogs re-homed in June 
and 13 in July, re-hom¬ 
ing almost as many dogs 
during this three month 
period than the whole of 
the previous year. 

“Fortunately, this has 
been coupled with some 
record-breaking 
fundraising, with over 
£1,100 donated in one 
day by shoppers during 
a street collection in 
Queen Street Cardiff on 
Saturday, ” said vice 
chair Jon Trew. 

“There is no single 
magic formula to achiev¬ 
ing this success; it has 
involved long hours of 
hard work from a group 
of very dedicated sup¬ 
porters, but there are a 
couple of important 
changes that have really 
helped. 

“We have completely 
embraced new technolo¬ 
gy and in particular 
social networking. Our 
Facebook site now has 
over 1,000followers, 
which this means we can 
contact our supporters 
quickly and keep them 
up to date with all 
aspects of our work. 

“It also means we can 
react quickly when there 
is an emergency, finding 
foster parents or volun¬ 
teers to transport dogs. 
We are also now work¬ 
ing more in partnership 
with other charities, 


and of Wales. 

First Minister Carwyn 
Jones AM, who is presi¬ 
dent of the International 
Sheepdog Trials,the food 
and country festival, was 
enthusiastic about the 
event, admiring the 
skills of the sheepdogs 
and their handlers. 

Those honoured for 
service to the 
International Sheepdog 
Trials Society included 
Roy and Rhys Jones of 
Red Lion Farm, 
Llanafan, Builth Wells, 
who were presented with 
the Wilkinson Sword; 
oldest competitor John 
Templeton of Beech 
Knowe Farm, Fenwick, 
Ayrshire; and youngest 
competitor Frazer 
Shennan of 
Knockgerran, Girvan, 
Ayrshire. 

Mr Templeton said 
the presentation by the 
Princess Royal was the 
first sheepdog honour he 
had ever received in 64 
years of trialling! 

He had been in the 
Scottish team for a 
record 38 years. 

(See page 19 for 
more photographs.) 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 


it 


n — ‘H 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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We’ve 
neverlo 
so good^t* 


Your new-look pharmacy is 
now open at 5 Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major CF611XZ. 

Come and see our fabulous new makeover 
in branch and learn more about the health 
services available to you. Or if you just want 
to come and browse through our great 
new product ranges and pick up a little 
something for yourself, we can help with 
that too. 




Visit our website www.pharmacy.co.uk 

Uke us on Faceboo* Follow is on Twitter 


BRAND 

NEW-LOOK 

SAME WARM 

WELCOME 


The co-operative 






pharmacy 
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Celebrating one year 

yvs DogsTrust 

Registered Charity Nos. 227523 and SC037843 

in Cowbridge 


Sam’s forever groomers 

07549 450303 

Professional animal groomer for 
dogs, cats, rabbits, etc. 

Nail clipping only £5. 

A full dog groom from as little as £ 10. 
Baths from as little as £6. 
Microchipping £12. 

Flexible appointment times available 
HOMEVISITS IF REQUIRED 
Pick up and drop back service available at a small fee 


Gaskel & Walksr 


For Wills & Probate Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services including: 
Conveyancing - Residental & Commercial 
Free written quotations on request 


Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


( Tyn-y-Coec£ Cm, t^ e 

‘Ibis rural retreat isjust minutesfrom the FL48, ( Bonvilston 

LONG 
OR 

SHORT 
STAY. 

Plenty of 
tailored 
activities 
in a caring 
and social 
environment. 

Open by appointment: Mon - Fri 9-5.30, Sat-Sun 9-12. 

T: 01446 781256 E: hello@tyn-y-coed-lodge.com 
W: tyn-y-coed-lodge.com 




MAES GLAS 

VETERINARY GROUP 
Church Acre , Brackla, Bridgend CF3I2JT 
01656 652751 

We wish the DogsTrust continued success 

also at 

Llantrisant 01 443 220580 
Porthcawl 01656 782345 
Pencoed 01656 862490 

_ Barry 01446 742800 

www.maesglasveterinarygroup.co.uk 



www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

FUN 

FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 

Are pleased to 
support the Dog’s Trust 

Vale Forge, North Road, 
Cowbridge CF71 7DF 
Tel. 01446 771117 



Christopher DESIGNS 

01656 653294 

www.chrtstoptterdestatnscauk 



IWhaJw f umiluiv MaJu* & UphoRlvfvt 
W* our Showroom Today 
•Wn l«n IWUu Otnn Ante (Nml OTJW 


Dogs Trust to celebrate 
shop's first anniversary 
in style at Cowbridge! 



ABOVE: 

The staff with John Barrowman. 



brasserie 


UK’s ONLY IND0 MED EXPERIENCE 


AT THE 

: 


i Kn 

www.court-colman-manor.com 





K9 Leaders 

Dog Training T 
and Behavioural 
Services 

Aggression • Destructive behaviour 
Separation anxiety • Lead pulling • Excessive barking 
Also offering. :• Puppy/Obedience training 
...and any other guidance 

Nathan Beaver 
nathan@k9leaders.com 
07837 394348 - 01446 772070 
WWW.k9leaders.COm 


Don’t worry, Bruno 
it’s okay to walk 
on our floors! 

100% Stain Resistant 
Carpet & Flooring. 

Ideal for families & pets. 

COWBRIDGE FLOORING STUDIO 

- r Tel: 01446 774303 

42 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, CF71 7AB 



T he Dogs 
Trust is cele¬ 
brating the 
first anniversary of 
its boutique open¬ 
ing in Cowbridge. 

Jael Jones, the manag¬ 
er of the shop, explained 
that the charity’s aim 
was not only to raise 
funds in the town, but to 
be a part of the com- 
muntiy. 

Jael said: “I cannot 
believe that it is a year 
since John Barrowman 
stopped the traffic and 
opened our doors at 62 
Eastgate, Cowbridge. 

“The whole year has 
passed in a very enjoy¬ 
able blur. We have been 
made to feel so welcome 
by the community of 
Cowbridge and we hope 
that we have added 
something to the town 
by holding ‘up-cycling’ 
events, and getting 
involved in events such 
as the Cowbridge Food 
Festival, the Santa 
Parade and Christmas 
Tree Festival. 

“We couldn't have 
asked for more from 
local people and a huge 
thank you has to go to 
our wonderful volun¬ 
teers. They give up their 
precious time to work 
very hard at the shop 
each week and our gen¬ 
erous supporters never 
fail to impress us with 
their donations to the 
shop.” 

From the moment the 
boutique opened, resi¬ 
dents in Cowbridge, and 
even further afield, 
responded with products 
to ensure the unit was 
well stocked. 

Jael said: “The won¬ 
derful donations just 
keep coming and it’s the 
reason we can stock 
such fantastic items 
which makes so much 
money for the dogs in 
our care. 

“They are housed at 
the Bridgend Re-homing 
Centre, which, inciden¬ 
tally, is celebrating its 
10th birthday this year.” 

Jael continued: “We 
couldn't let our first 
birthday pass without 
celebrating - unfortu¬ 



nately without John 
Barrowman this year. 

“John couldn’t make 
it, due to a book signing 
tour, but we will be hav¬ 
ing a party at the shop 
this Saturday, September 
15. 

“Shoppers will not 
only find fantastic new 


items throughout the 
shop, including the Dogs 
Trust vintage range, 
which launches on 
September 15, but also 
our new Dogs Trust 
grooming products and 
Christmas cards.” 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 13) 


ABOVE: 
The day TV 
star John 
Barrowman, 
stopped the 
traffic in 
Cowbridge. 


DOGS TRUST: 

rehoming centres, 
fostering, health and 
education projects 


THE Dogs Trust , which was 


“Free teaching resources are 


formerly known as the National made available to all schools in the 


Canine Defence League, was 
founded in 1891. 


UK.’ 

The charity also runs a number of 


It is the largest dog welfare charity other projects in the community. 


in the UK. 

A spokesman explained: “Our 
mission is to bring about the day 
when all dogs can enjoy a happy life, 
free from the threat of unnecessary 
destruction. 

“Each year we care for around 
16,000 dogs at our nationwide net¬ 
work of 18 rehoming centres. 

“No healthy dog is ever 
destroyed 

But the trust is also involved in 
health and education campaigns. 

The spokesman said: “We run 
subsidised neutering campaigns in 
areas of the UK with the most acute 
stray dog problems. 

“Our education officers give 
thousands of classroom presentations 
every year. 


‘Our Freedom Project helps pet 
owners who are fleeing domestic vio¬ 
lence by fostering their animals 
while they start a new life. 

“The Hope Project gives preventa¬ 
tive veterinary care to dogs belonging 
to homeless people. 

“We advise government on any 
matters concerning dog ownership. 

“Dogs Trust has established a 
charity in Ireland that runs a rehom¬ 
ing centre in Dublin. 

“We assist overseas animal welfare 
charities by training their staff in 
best practice. 

“We rely on the kind generosity of 
the public to make this possible. So, 
if you love dogs, please make a dona¬ 
tion today. 



Agricultural Engineers 

FENTON 

New & Used Machinery Sales 

Pleased to support The Dog’s Trust 

The Workshop 

Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PY 
Email: sales@bentonagri.com 

Tel. 01446 792786 
www.bentonagri.com 


Tgh Street 


m V JEWELLER 

Stockists of: 

J Clogau, Hot Diamonds, 
Old Florence 

wr Italian Silverwear 

Annie Haak 

| > l Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 

16 High St, CowbridgeTel: 01446 773673 

www.high-street-jewellers.co.uk 

Benji Hales is pleased to support his friends 
at the Dogs Trust. 
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Join us on Saturday 

15th September, 9.30am ■ 4.30pm 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 

Jael added: “As they browse, customers 
will be able to help them s elves to a glass of 
fizz and handmade cup cakes courtesy of 
Michelle, the assistant manager. 

“Our four-legged visitors will be able to 
sample some hand made dog biscuits made 
by me! I hope they like them! 


“We will have ‘living windows’, with 
models showing off some of the amazing 
outfits we have in stock. 

“There will be a silent auction of a Hugo 
Boss jacket, donated by John Barrowman, 
and a brand new Jimmy Choo handbag 
amongst other auction items. 

“To celebrate the re-homing centre’s 


10th birthday, some of the dogs looking for 
their ‘forever homes’ will also be coming 
down to the shop during the day. 

“It should be a great day with a host of 
other things going on between 9.30am and 
4.30pm, 

“So please come along and help us cele¬ 
brate our first birthday!” 


What kind of dog will choose you? 





We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones, 




_ ^ 


<jW\ 



sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 


If you're looking for a lovely dog come to Dogs Trust Bridgend 

^ 90c halt of happy, hoafttiy dogt 

They've been neutered and mtcrcxtiipped 
^ They're vaccinated and g*en a complete health check 
^ Tfe’ll gve your dog lour weeks' free insurance 
Ybu*it get free advice throughout your dog's life 
To see all our dogs, vwrt our website, dogsbust.org.uk 


You can trust a dog from DogsTrust 



, w. ,. rv?i mmi «rr«T»»i 


'"‘Why some (legal) 
issues cannot be 
aired in public’ 


S INCE my last 
column, we 
have had yet 
another fabulous 
event to enjoy - 
the Paralympics: 
Wales had a record 
38 athletes winning 
14 medals, 12 per 
cent of the GB 
total. 

This was a wonderful 
achievement and we 
congratulate everyone 
who competed in team 
GB. 

We have also seen 
another successful Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Agricultural Show. 
Congratulations are due 
to the organising com¬ 
mittee. 

Every year at the 
Show, the council holds 
a business event. This 
year, we focused on 
economic development. 
Business people from 
the Vale shared their 
ideas on how our area 
could be made more 
attractive to business 
and how we might 
work together to better 
encourage tourism. 

We’ll be using the 
suggestions to help 
inform our decision 
making and we will be 
reporting back to every¬ 
one that participated. 

There was more 
good news, with the 
release of this year’s A- 
level and GCSE results. 

A-level pass rates in 
our schools have 
remained at a high 
level. There was an 
increase of 3.8 per cent 
in pupils who achieved 
A* - C grades, which is 
1.2 per cent above the 
Welsh average and 
overall 97.1 per cent of 
\tll entries resulted in a 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 
by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 



pass, which was the 
same as last year. 

Compared to last 
year, the number of 
pupils achieving an A 
grade was 1.7 per cent 
lower, but still an 
impressive 5.4 per cent 
above the Welsh aver¬ 
age. 

At GCSE level 24.5 
per cent of pupils 
gained the top A*/A, 
maintaining last year's 
performance, while 
69.8 per cent of all 
entries results in an A* 

- C grade. This is a 
marginal decrease of 
0.4 per cent compared 
to last year. 

These are excellent 
results - well done to 
all the pupils and their 
teachers. 

CRITICISMS 

I would like to finish 
by answering some 
unfounded criticisms 
that I have received. 

This council has 
been questioned on its 
promise of openness 
and transparency 
because there have been 
items on its cabinet 
agenda, which are not 
open to the public, 
known as Part 2 reports. 

These are confiden¬ 
tial items that are not 
made public for legal 


reasons. This is 
because there are pri¬ 
vate, personal, contrac¬ 
tual or commercially 
sensitive information 
contained within them 
and as such the council 
is legally obliged not to 
make them public. 

I do not like having 
Part 2 reports, believing 
that as many reports as 
possible should be open 
to public scrutiny, but 
there have to be some 
exceptions. 

Therefore, when any 
report is submitted as a 
Part 2 item, it has been 
thoroughly scrutinised 
by our lawyers and has 
to meet strict legal cri¬ 
teria before it can have 
a Part 2 status. 

This is not an easy 
process and I guarantee 
that it is for legal rea¬ 
sons. We will not use 
this as a device to hide 
anything from the pub¬ 
lic. 

This council is com¬ 
mitted to openness and 
transparency, wherever 
legally possible. On 
that you have my prom¬ 
ise. 

• Next month I will 
report on more news 
from the Vale but until 
then, I wish everyone 
well. 


SHEEPDOG TRIALS 
PUT VALE ON MAP’ 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns enjoyed a 
trip to the 
International 
Sheepdog Trials at 
Redlands Farm, 
Bonvilston last 
week with his son 
Henri. 

He said: “My family 
and I thoroughly enjoyed 
our trip to the 
International Sheepdog 
Trials in Bonvilston. 

“Eighty sheepdogs 
and their skilled handlers 
from across the four 
home countries of the 
UK were put through 
their paces at this, the 
largest event of its kind. 

“The glorious weath¬ 
er and ideal venue really 
put the Vale on the map 
with the thousands of 
visitors to the trials and 
food and country event. 

“Mr and Mrs Harris 
were very kind to host 
such a great event. 
Redlands Farm is an 
excellent location and 
venue for this interna¬ 
tional event in the Vale.” 





Alun and Henri Cairns at the International 
Sheepdog Trials in Bonvilston. 


You can find The 
Glamorgan GEM on Twitter - 
follow us @gem_news 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Forum meets to 
hear about 
Penarth Pavilion 


OLDER people in 
the Vale are invited 
to a meeting to 
receive an update 
on the Penarth 
Pavilion project. 

On September 27 at 


Coffee 

morning 

THERE will be a cof¬ 
fee morning in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer 
Care at the ‘Hands of 
an Angel’ retreat, 

Park Road, Barry, on 
September 22, from 
10am-3pm. Entrance: 
£3, to include cake 
and refreshments, and 
mini reading for £5 
on the day. All pro¬ 
ceeds to charity 


2pm in the corporate 
suite, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry, the 
executive of the Vale 
Older People’s Strategy 
Fomm will be holding a 
free open meeting for all 
forum members. 

There will be a talk by 
Paul Twamley; chair of 
the board of trustees on 
the Penarth Pavilion 
Project. 

Details will be given 
of restoration work and 
facilities planned for the 
Pavilion. 

Places have to be 
booked in advance. 
Telephone John Porter 
on 01446 450201. Tea 
and coffee will be avail¬ 
able. 


OCEAN LOUNGE 

A PORTHKERRY 4* 


ua\to <* j~i 

kviwm 



at Amelia Trust Farm 

Five Mile Lane (A4226) between 
Barry & Bonvilston 

11 th/12th September 2010/ 

Harvest Service 
at 3pm on Sunday 
11 am-5pm Saturday^ 

12pm-4pm Sunday 


For further details: 01446 782030 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS & 


* 

* 

t ALL DAY & NIGHT ON SUNDAY TILL 10.30PM 4 
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£ Food served Thursday & Friday 7-9pm f 
4 Saturday l2-3pm & 7pm-9pm J 
Traditional Sunday Lunch f 
Served 12-3pm £6.95 


Every Friday & Saturday 
Night - plus Bingo 


Friday 14th September 

KARAOKE 

Saturday 15th September 

LAURA LIBERTINE 

Fantastic Vocalist 

Friday 21 st September 

CHARLEE DAWN 

Great Female Vocalist 

Saturday 22nd September 

NIGEL DEE 

Excellent Male Vocalist 


Thursdays 

CURRY & A PINT £5.95 

Quiz from 8pm 


t CAR BOOT SALE * 


EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Sully 

Painting 

Group 

SULLY Painting 
Group welcome old 
and new members to 
join them at the 
Jubilee Hall, off 
Smithies Avenue, 
Sully, for the new 
membership year 
running from 
September 4 to July 
9, 2013. 

A varied programme 
has been compiled 
including tutorials, 
demonstrations and 
competitions. 

Two-hour sessions 
are held in the after¬ 
noons and evenings on 
Tuesdays from 1.30pm- 
3.30pm and 7pm-9pm. 
Annual subscriptions 
are £35 up to age 80, 
and £10 for over 80. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Mrs Pam 
Hilldrup (02920 
530653) or Mrs Ros 
Adams (002920 
707553). 

Festival of 
sports 

THIS Saturday, 
September 15, 
from llm-4pm, there 
will be a Church and 
Community Sports 
Festival Day for all 
ages at The 
Gathering Place 
Church and 
Community Centre in 
St Athan. 

There will be action 
songs, Inner Spirit Tae 


Kwon Do and zumba 
will give demonstra¬ 
tions, large board 
games, bouncy castle 
for young children and 
football penalty shoot 
out. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Rev Peter 
Taylor on 01446 
406262, or 
revpete @ live. co. uk. 

Charity 

rnffpp 

A CHARITY coffee 
morning will be held 
at the All Saints 
Church, Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 
Penarth, on 
Saturday, September 
15,10am-12noon. 

Admission £1, 
includes cup of 
coffee/tea and Welsh 
cake. Plenty of bar¬ 
gains for all. All pro¬ 
ceeds to Parkinsons 
UK. 

Over-50s 

coffee 

THE first Ewenny 
and Corntown over- 
50s coffee morning 
will be held at the vil¬ 
lage hall, in Ewenny, 
on September 19 
(then every 
Wednesday) from 
10am-12pm. 

It is part of an initia¬ 
tive to help combat 
loneliness by working 
with communities to set 
up activities and oppor¬ 
tunities for older people 
to come together. 

For more informa- 


Opera stars sing 
for heart charity 

ARTISTS from the Welsh National Opera 
will be at Arboreal restaurant, 
Cowbridge, on the evening of September 
17, for an event in support of the British 
Heart Foundation. 

Diners will be served an Italian-themed meal, 
with vocal entertainment from the operatic perform¬ 
ers. 

For tickets, contact Sam on 01446 775093. 


% ■* 

KisC CRAFT f A&fR,C 

To be held on Sunday 23rd September 
10am-3pm 

L HMBfTPiRl CMiUTV -WBC j 
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Next one Sunday November 25th 2012 
enquiries: judith 07980 649373 email: judedut@aol.com 


Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Memorial Park 

OPEN DAY 

September 23rd 

10am til 4pm 
All Welcome 

Port Road East, Barry, CF62 9PX 
Tel. 01446 724040 

Email: vog@memoria.org.uk 

www.memoria.org.uI 



tion, call 01446 795631 
or email 

j ane .platts @ age-con 
cem-cardiff.org.uk. 

Arts festival 
concert 

THE next event in the 
Ewenny Arts Festival 
will be at Ewenny 
Priory Church and 
features Adam Khan 
(classical guitarist) 
and Michael 
Bochman (Professor 
of Violin and String at 
Trinity Conservatoire 
of Music and Dance. 

The concert is on 
Thursday, September 
20, at 7.30pm. Tickets 
are £10 and £7.50 (con¬ 
cessions). 

Telephone Ewenny 
Pottery (01656 653020) 
or Mari (01656 
664105). 

Jumble sale 

COWBRIDGE Scouts 
hold their annual 
jumble sale on 
Saturday, September 
22, from 10.30pm to 
12.30pm in the scout 
hall, behind the sheep 
market in Cowbridge. 
Entry fee 50p. 

Charity 
line dance 

THERE will be a 
charity line dance at 
the Memorial Hall, 
Gladstone Road, 

Barry on September 
22 (7pm-late). 

Fancy dress (option¬ 
al) is the ‘Armed 
Forces’; admission 
£ 10 . 

All proceeds in aid of 
Healing the Wounds; 
www.healingthe 
wounds.co.uk 

Evening with 


Terry Waite 

THE one time 
Archbishop’s envoy, 
held in solitary captiv¬ 
ity for five years, was 
the founder of Y Care 
International, the 
development wing of 
the British YMCA. 

During his captivity, 
the Archbishop chaired 
the meetings in his 
absence. On Sunday, 
September 23 at 7.30pm 
in Time Out, Trecco 
Bay, Porthcawl, Terry 
Waite CBE, president Y 
Care International, will 
be the guest speaker at 
a three-course meal 
with coffee, costing £15 
(if purchased before 
September 17). 

It is an opportunity to 
hear of his experiences 
and the work of Y Care 
International. Tickets 
are available from the 
YMCA office, 24 
Victoria Avenue, 01656 
772166 or John Berry 
01656 772002. 

Coffee for 
Macmillan 

KPC Youth (next to 
Pil Primary in Pyle) 
are hosting their annu¬ 
al coffee morning in 
aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Relief from 
9.15am to 11am on 
Tuesday, September 
25. 

They will be joined 
at 9.30am by the choir 
from Pil Primary 
School, followed by fun 
bingo and raffle. 

Admission £1, 
includes coffee and bis¬ 
cuits. Call 01656 
749219/745399 or 
email kpcyouth@hot- 
mail, com. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D739. 

• £2,000: 174695. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£7,000, was not won this 

WC # k £10: 4 8 4 9 9 9, 
489990,766077,914779, 
114148,400761,519724, 
216435, 122272,811801, 
371165, 198508, 200638, 
602885,944609,181729, 
257845, 347733, 

673979, 235423. 

• £5: 937736, 

925197,160283,542568, 
101828, 264497, 433024, 
781236,562918, 337923, 
493251,454025,462294, 
599520, 643270, 600907, 
691371,688703,699967, 
654926,731919,167188, 
588939, 506164, 

317238, 467201, 

159783,359225, 912416, 
888793,287161,371630, 
337372,845052, 896357, 
705434,328617, 661489, 
856574,184376, 377380, 
101446, 845774,466698, 
695432,740946, 327952, 
104573,778677, 102777, 
180486,877897,678716, 
805227, 862869, 361566, 
401794,443230, 568783, 
189489. 


The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Vale village 
launches its 
cinema club 


A VALE village is 
bringing the expe¬ 
rience of going to 
the movies to the 
community by 
starting a monthly 
cinema club. 

Llancarfan 
Community Cinema 
will opens its doors on 
Friday, September 21, 
with a screening of The 
Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel (12A) in 
Llancarfan Village 
Hall. 

The launch event 
includes an Indian- 
themed drinks recep¬ 
tion to get everyone in 
the mood. 

Based on Deborah 
Moggach’s novel, the 
film follows a group of 
British retirees who 
decide to ‘outsource’ 
their retirement to less 
expensive and seeming¬ 
ly exotic India, with 
comic and touching 
consequences. 

The top-notch cast 
includes Judi Dench, 
Maggie Smith, Bill 
Nighy, Penelope 
Wilton, Tom Wilkinson 
and Slumdog 


Millionaire’s Dev Patel. 

Volunteers plan to 
host monthly screen¬ 
ings thereafter, with 
support from Creative 
Rural Communities and 
the British Federation 
of Film Societies, 
bringing the best in big 
screen entertainment to 
the community. 

Upcoming perform¬ 
ances include The 
Woman in Black 
(October 19), Moonrise 
Kingdom (November 
23) and We Bought a 
Zoo (December 15). 

Screenings are open 
to all, but members can 
enjoy discounted tickets 
and other perks. 

Tickets cost £3 for 
members, non-members 
will be charged £4.50 
in advance and £6 on 
the door. 

Doors open 7.15pm, 
and the performance 
starts at 7.30pm. 

JB 


>fCotch Up 

^ iPloy 


Open morning 
at our ‘Drop-in’ 

Creche. 

18th September, 9-12. 

Western Vale Integrated Children’s Centre, 

Station Road, Llantwit Major. 

Come along, meet the staff plus enjoy a cuppa and cake 
while the children try out our toys & activities! 

We offer high standard childcare. First session is 25th 
September - offering places to children aged 2-6. 
Your child can stay with us for up to 2 hrs, 

20% discount for pre-booked places. 

enquiries@catchupandplay.co.uk 
or call Sarah on 0789 444 5898 

www.catchupandplay.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/candpcreche 
















































Fitted Bedroom 
& Home Office 
Specialists 
Super sale!!! 


We design and install 
genuine made 
to measure fitted 
bedrooms and 
home office to your 
exact requirements. 

So call us today and 
book your 

FREE HOME 
CONSULTATION 


Ten Good Reasons to choose 
Town & Country Bedrooms 

1. Over 30 years Experience in Fitted 
Furniture. 

2. 10 Year Guarantee on all fitted units. 

3. Genuine made to measure units. 

4. Over 1000 variations in door style and 
colour. 

5. Expert fitting by professional 
tradesmen. 

6. The latest 3D Computer aided design 
software. 

7. Relaxed no pressure sales approach. 

8. Full carcase construction on 
most units** 

FREE home measure and consultation. 

10. View our work online at 

townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


9. 


Bespoke Solutions for that 






Sloping Ceilings/Dormer Specialists 


Call 
Now!! 
01656 
657526 

Town & Country Bedrooms 


www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 
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Anna Karenina, ambitious 
but poorly executed... 


W hen Joe 
Wright 
arrived 
with the one-two 
punch of Pride & 
Prejudice and 
Atonement , the 
director seemed to 
be heading straight 
for the upper eche¬ 
lons of Hollywood. 

While the director 
wobbled slightly with 
The Soloist (his first 
American outing), he 
redeemed himself great¬ 
ly with last year's 
females-led action 
movie Hanna , showing 
there was more than met 
the eye to the Brit, 
whose latest film sees 
him adapt Leo Tolstoy's 
Anna Karenina. 

Set in late 19th centu¬ 
ry Russia, Keira 
Knightley plays the titu¬ 
lar Anna, whose mar¬ 
riage to Alexei (Jude 
Law) is suffering; she 
embarks upon an affair 
with Count Vronsky 
(Aaron Taylor-Johnson), 
which has dramatic con¬ 
sequences for all 
involved... 

Anna Karenina marks 
the third time that Joe 
Wright and Keira 
Knightley have worked 
together, their first two 
team-ups heralding mas¬ 
sive success in Pride & 
Prejudice and 
Atonement. Sadly they 
are unable to claim a 
hat-trick here as the 
ambition of Anna 
Karenina isn’t matched 
by the execution, the 


adaptation starting 
brightly but faltering as 
it makes its way to its 
conclusion. 

Joe Wright has never 
been the most conven¬ 
tional of directors, his 
early films eschewing 
the staid expectations of 
the source material and 
being brought vividly to 
life, while both The 
Soloist and Hanna, 
while completely differ¬ 
ent genres, both showed 
ambition beyond what 
was expected. Here 
Wright shoots the 
majority of the film 
within a theatre, the dif¬ 
ferent locations sign¬ 
posted by different 
backgrounds, camera 
angles and so forth. 

It is a freeing con¬ 
cept, reducing the epic 
sprawl of the story to 
something far more inti¬ 
mate and intriguing. 

Yet Wright doesn’t 
seem wholly convinced 
by this, the film veering 
more onto location as 
the story progresses, for 
no reason whatsoever; if 
he can bring a train or a 
horse race into the con¬ 
fines of the theatre why 
not a horse-drawn car¬ 
riage? Wright never 
makes this clear, and 
though aiming for 
something theatrical and 
showing some beautiful 
touches, it feels uneven. 

The performances are 
more of a theatrical bent 
than a filmic one, main¬ 
tain Wright’s aesthetic, 
but again feel a bit and 
hit miss. Keira 
Knightly offers an 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


uneven performance in 
the lead, failing to 
imbibe the (anti?) hero¬ 
ine of the piece with 
any sympathy despite 
her plight as the story 
progresses. 

The actress is more 
than capable of offering 
the goods but, some 
flashes aside, her per¬ 
formance leaves you 
feeling as cold as a 
Russian winter. 

Jude Law is particu¬ 
larly good as her 
wronged husband, a 
seemingly-staid individ- 
iual incapable of show¬ 
ing emotion in a world 
that seems to be passing 
him by, the actor prov¬ 
ing he is a better ensem¬ 
ble player than lead. 

Aaron Johnson, as his 
love rival, feels miscast 
as Vronsky, the actor 
looking too young for 
the role (particularly 
with a moustache a 13- 
year-old would be 


embarrassed about). 

With the likes of 
Matthew Macfadyen 
and Domhnall Gleeson 
(whose subplot is more 
engaging than the cen¬ 
tral story) standing out 
in a support cast that 
also numbers Kelly 
McDonald, Ruth Wilson 
and Olivia Williams, 
there is no shortage of 
star wattage on display 
- it’s just a shame the 
leads, Law aside, don’t 
really ignite. 

Landing Tom 
Stoppard to write the 
screenplay was quite a 
coup, but this feels lead¬ 
en as well, the drama 
feeling undernourished 
by the script, events 
passing by with a shrug. 

You can’t fault 
Wright’s attempts to 
take Anna Karenina in a 
different direction, but 
the end result, while 
ambitious, just fails to 
engage past the clever 
concept, a shame given 
the talent involved. 

VERDICT - Bold 
and invigorating, but 
lacking in the substance 
to back it up, Anna 
Karenina feels too lead¬ 
en despite the best 
efforts of Joe Wright to 
take the material into a 
different realm. 
Disappointing central 
turns from the leads are 
slightly compensated for 
by a good support cast, 
but it isn’t enough to 
really engage. Poor. 

SEE THS IF YOU 
LIKED: Pride & 
Prejudice (2005), 
Atonement (2007) 


Independent School for Boys and Girls 

‘'Excellent'' - Estyn Inspection 2012 
Sixth Form begins September 2013 

Open Morning Saturday 6th October 10:00-12:30 


029 2003 *534 

jrji 
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Sliding Door Wardrobes 


Fully Fitted Made to 
Measure from only 




fully fitted by our 
craftsmen with a 10 year 
Guarantee 


Freestanding from only 

£399 

Delivered and assembled by our own 
fitters with a 5 year Guarantee. 

Available in 8 lengths, 2 heights, and 
7 colours with numerous options 
of wood and glass 
doors. 


Literally thousands of 
choices in wood, 
glass and plain 
finishes. 

Made specially 
for you... 


Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Undustrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 


DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL 
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Castle steeped in legendary 
tales of mysterious dwellers 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


For all your 
Oil/ Gas, Boiler 
and Aga 
servicing and 
breakdowns 





Serving both the commercial 
and domestic market. 

All work guaranteed - 
Finance Available. 


^aoectsn* 



Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk -!!!*»• ■ 
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THE sleepy village of 
Llanblethian lies one mile 
south west of Cowbridge, 
with attractive houses 
looking down on the area 
below. 

A gentleman called Thomas 
Carlyle wrote about “The cheer¬ 
ful group of human homes clus¬ 
tered like sleeping cataract of 
white houses with trees overlook¬ 
ing and fringing it dotted over the 
hillside overlooking the village in 
a hollow”. 

Carlyle’s friend, John Sterling 
(1806-44), lived at Llanblethian. 
He was a journalist and critic on 
the affairs of the Peninsula War, 
writing about military matters as 
he was a retired Army Officer. 

He lived over the brow of the 
hill at a guest house overlooking 
the church and castle. 

Once named St Quentins, the 
listed Llanblethian hill fort (also 
known as Caer Dynnaf) is set on 
the hillside. It is thought to have 
evolved from the Norman period 
as a ruinous building of rectangu¬ 
lar shape with 1.2m thick walls 
from around 1200. 

However, the surrounding 
walls and gateway are additions 
by Gilbert de Clare from 1307, 
which were sadly not completed 
until after his death in 1314 at the 
battle of Brannock. 

Other parts of the hill fort 
include ruinous semi-octagonal 
towers to the south east and south 
west comers. The ivy-clad gate¬ 
house is bordered by towers and 
arrow loops (holes). 

It also had a passageway to a 
coiled staircase to the rear, and 
the remains of a keep are still vis¬ 
ible 10 metres south of the gate¬ 
house. 

The gatehouse once had guard 
rooms on each side, and was in 


service as a prison for a long peri¬ 
od of time. It was reportedly 
three or four storeys high and 
built over earthworks from the 
14th Century. The fortress was 
held by the Lord of Glamorgan, 
and also had connections with the 
Herbert and Fitzhamon families, 
who had all disappeared from 
records by the first quarter of the 
14th Century. 

The castle was used by many 
Lords of Glamorgan until the late 
19th Century, when it was down¬ 
graded to a cowshed. With very 
little remains of such a grand 
building, it was given to the state 
in 1994, with the 14th Century 
gatehouse undergoing restoration 
by CADW. 

Llanblethian Church is dedi¬ 
cated to St John the Baptist, and 
stands on the hill behind the cas¬ 
tle leaning towards Llyswomey. 

Iron Age remains were also 
found here, as well as evidence of 
Roman existence within the 
vicinity. 

Legendary tales are aplenty 
around the area of the castle, the 
most famous being of its people 
claiming to outsmart the devil. 

St Quentin is said to have con¬ 
ducted battles with the evil one 
around the area. He is supposed 
to have wounded Satan, leaving 
him lame for three days. 

Eerily relating to this fable, the 
slopes on the hills are reported to 
hold the marks from the battle, 
and have been named ‘The 
Devil’s Right Knee Cap and Left 
Foot’, because of the severity of 
his wounds. 

Another mystifying tale 
involves pixies who are described 
as wearing red military uniforms. 
They seem intent on dancing 
around the castle site supposedly 
guarding it from attack. 

But where could these little 
people have come from, and why 


would they want to parade around 
an area outside their normal habi¬ 
tat? 

The startling image of a gra¬ 
cious looking lady in red has been 
seen floating around the top of the 
gatehouse, only to slowly fade 
away into oblivion. Could this 
strange spectacle be searching for 
someone from another world 
beyond our understanding, or just 
an illusory trick of the mind? 

Visitors to the castle have 
reported the feeling of being 
pushed, only to discover that no 
physical person is performing this 
mischievous deed. 

Could the inhabitants of yester¬ 
year be trying to remind us that 
this once enchanting building was 
their home, or just a misjudgment 
of emotion at such an ancient 
location? 

The shadowy cloaked figure of 
a man has been seen walking 
around the embattlements as if in 
human form. What is this creepy 
image, and why would it choose 
to roam an area unrecognisable to 
him today as its outward appear¬ 
ance is an antiquated ruin? 

An ancient soldier wearing a 
suit of armour has occasionally 
been seen around the gatehouse, 
wandering as if in search of some¬ 
thing or someone. But why 
would a gallantry warrior want to 
return to a place beyond his own 
realm? 

An implausible story, passed 
down through the generations of 
time, conveys the sighting of a 
headless dog, which is said to 
have belonged to a giant who 
roamed the hills. He is alleged to 
have decapitated his canine com¬ 
panion by accidentally tugging 
too harshly on the leash. 

Fact or fiction? It’s up to you 
to decide ... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hay ley. williams550@yahoo. com 
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homestores 


SOFAS DINING BEOS 
BEDROOM & ACCESSORIES 


Where else can you get- 
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no interest, no charges, 0*H> Typical APR 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 


beat any written c 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 IF ORDERED BY SEPTEMBER 30th 
WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
*6 WINDOWS FITTED FROM* £1495 * * 

’DOORS FITTED FROM £450”*” 

'FRENCH DOORS FROM 

'cONSERVATORjEs' FROM* £3495 I**********"”******”*”*”***** 
‘COMPOSITE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 . 


0 WINDOWS a DOORS V 

V FUll REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE || 
0 FREE VERIICAL BLINDS ^ 

0 WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 
0 10 YEAR PLACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 
ASK ABOUT OUR TRADE WINDOWS. 


SUMMER 

SPECIAL 

OFFER 

not to be missed 


this stunning 4 

Bevelled 
Front Door 
fully fitted 
only £499.00 






choose one of these perfect doors 



wv/w.mpnwindows.com 


07976640959 9iim to 9pm 7 djys a wv«k 



; Amazing Offer! 

J Claij! yourfree ve-txal blinds witi every full house 
of windows and doors or conservatory fitted! i 

Turn ri (O'Vitiom 


BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 

10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 8AP 
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• FULL SELECTION^ BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS * MARINATED MEATS^ CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 


UFM THE MEAT SUPERSTORE 

HALF PRICE FRESH MEAT OFFERS 


WALES LARGEST MEAT AND FROZEN FOOD OUTLET 







• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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WORLDWIDE AUDIENCE FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL SHEEPDOG TRIALS 


REDLAND FARM, 
Bonvilston, home of Mr and 
Mrs Tudor Harris, was the 
venue for the 2012 
International Sheepdog Trials. 

The three-day event saw 60 han¬ 
dlers and dogs undertake two days 
of qualifying before the third day, 
on which the International 
Supreme Championship took place. 

The course proved to be chal¬ 
lenging to handler, dog and sheep. 

For the spectator, the undulating 
terrain produced exciting out runs, 
with the chance to see world class 
dogs in action, expertly handled 
around a challenging course which 
seemed to have it all, before under¬ 
taking the shed, where five red-col¬ 
lared ewes were separated and 
penned in for what turned out to be 
a nailbiting end to the course. 

The competitors who were able 
to complete the 30-minute course 
within the time, demonstrated the 
close working relationship between 
handler and dog and the ability to 
stay calm and focused under the 
pressure of the shedding ring. 

By 6pm on the Saturday, the 
International Supreme Champions 
2012 were declared as Ian Brownlie 
and Boredale Gus, with Scotland 
taking the team title. Reserve 
Supreme Champion was Robert 
Ellis and Mirk (Bridgend). 

The International Brace 
Champion was Welshman Ian 
Jones with his dogs, Tom and Jess, 
and Wales also took the Driving 
Championship with Jeff Hudd and 
his dog Tysswg Nell. 

Following their run, every dog 
had to be inspected by ophthalmic 
vet, Mr Paul Evans. 

As well as the main action on the 
field, there were many behind the 


scenes ensuring the smooth running 
and seamless operation. Twenty 
sheep stewards, many trialists 
themselves who were not taking 
part in the international, worked 
tirelessly with their dogs to ensure 
that the 320 Suffolk x Welsh 
Mountain Mule sheep, belonging to 
Mr Harris, were shepherded to and 
from the trials field. 

There were also a team of 
remarkable field stewards who cov¬ 
ered the slick movement of people 
and vehicles around the site. 

There was worldwide attention 
on this event with visitors from as 
far afield as, Sweden, Canada and 
the USA. 

There were many local specta¬ 
tors who, before the event was held 
in the Vale, had not attended a 
Sheepdog Trials. 

For hosts Tudor and Janet 
Harris it was a real family affair. 
Their daughter, Helen Howells, is 
secretary for the event, son-in-law, 
Dai Howells, vice-chairman, and 
Dai’s brother Lyn was a member of 
the 2012 Welsh team. Added to 
that, Tudor’s own dog Gwen is the 
mother of Irish team member 
Michael Feeney’s dog ‘Jack’, who 
was competing, as was Jack’s 
father who is Welsh team member 
Rob Ellis’ Mirk, from Bridgend. 

There was also the ‘Food and 
Country Fair’ with countryside 
ring attractions including falconry, 
sheepdog and duck displays and 
gundog displays. 

Inside the marquee were cookery 
demonstrations and arts and crafts. 

JANE BISSETT 






ABOVE: A smiling Princess Royal enjoyed her day at the 
sheepdog trials, arriving by helicopter and spending a great 
deal of time talking to competitors and spectators. 


ABOVE: 

A special award for services to the 
International Sheep Dog Society (ISDS) 
was presented to Roy and Rhys Jones. 
The ‘Wilkinson Sword’ was presented to 
the brothers who stage the Llanafan Show 
Sheep Dog Trials at their home farm. 

A family tradition, trials have been held 
at the farm for 123 years. 

LEFT: 

The stands were full of interested 
spectators. 

FAR RIGHT: 

The Princess Royal, who is the patron of 
the International Sheep Dog Society. 


PHOTOGRAPHS ' 

by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

V_1__/ 
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Looking to advertise in over 
42,000 newspapers and online? 
Then email us at: 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 

J. A. Woodwork 


Who wants to build what, and 
where in the Vale of Glamorgan? 


Established 30 years 

Kitchens/Bedrooms 
General Cabinet Making 



Before you are swayed by a flashy 
showroom and a smooth salesman, take 
time to look at our new website: 
jawoodwork.co.uk. 

We believe that we can produce a hand-built, 
bespoke product that exceeds the quality of our 
mass produced rivals at competitive prices and 
using only the finest materials from UK suppliers. 
Therefore for a hand-built kitchen or bedroom built 
here in Cowbridge please call for a 
FREE ‘No obligation’ quote. 

(Now taking orders for 2013) 

Craftsmanship v Cost Cutting - No Contest! 

Tel. 01446 792695 

Sutton Spring Road, Llandow Trading Estate, Cowbridge. CF717PB 
www.jawoodwork.co.uk 


Mr Nicholas Francis - 23 Rectory Close, Wenvoe 

- Retrospective single and double storey side as 
built. 

Mrs Natalie Hooper - The Stables, Marcross, 
Llantwit Major - Front veranda and ground floor 
rear extension. 

Mr Peter Battle - 127 Fontygary Road, Rhoose - 
Raising the wall plate height, and creating a new 
gable roof. Creating a new main entrance to the 
left side of the house, replacing all windows and 
doors with more efficient double glazing, and 
reconfiguring the internal spaces. This will 
include a first-floor bathroom and two new first- 
floor bedrooms. 

The occupier - 58 Stanwell Road, Penarth - Fell 
sycamore. 

Mr and Mrs Dixon - 17a South Road, Sully - 
Crown lift limbs to sycamore tree over 19 South 
Road, Sully. 

Mrs Smith - Woodside, Park Road, Dinas Powys 

- Crown lift, reduce lower limbs to oak tree to rear 
of property. 

Mr Matthew Parish - Land off Old Port Road, 
Wenvoe - demolition of existing buildings and 
redevelopment of site for residential purposes. 
Penarth Arts & Crafts Ltd - Penarth Pavilion, 

The Esplanade, Penarth - Alterations and new 
second floor observatory extension to pavilion to 
include new roofs, new internal layout, building 
access improvements with new side entrances, 
lowering ground floor, new first floor gallery and 
new lift. 

Mrs Helen Miller - 2 Pioden For, Barry - 
Retention of conservatory. 

Dr Colin Smith - Harbour’s Edge, 38 Plas 
Taliesin, Penarth - Garage conversion. 



PositiveEnergy 

Multifuel & Woodburning Stoves 
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• Multi Fuel & Woodburning Stoves. 

• Log Stores mode to measure. 

• Logs and kindling for sale. 

COME AND SEE OUR SHOW ROOM 

Stock up on your winter logs and kindling now. 
Kiln dried logs. I cubic metre £85 free delivery. 
Kiln dried logs.£5.50 handy bag 
Kindling £4.50 handy bag. 

Made to measure log stores available 
Unit D, Ogmore Court, 

Abergarw Industrial Estate, Brynmenyn, CF32 9LW 

Just one mile from Sarn Designer Outlet 

01656 720969 


Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm; Saturday I Oam - 4pm 


Mr Craig Davies - Flat 2 Rowan House, Bridge 
Street, Cogan, Penarth - Removal of rear upvc 
window and panel below and replace with sliding 
upvc door and small glazed panel to one side with 
opening window. 

Mrs Karen Parker - 39 Belvedere Crescent, 

Barry - Proposed demolition and reconstruction of 
rear annex plus extension. 

Mr Mark Edwards - Adjacent to Happy Jakes 
Caravan Park, Flemingston - Variation of condi¬ 
tion 3 of permission 2009/01336/FUL to allow for 
provision for 10 caravan seasonal pitches. 

Mrs Billy Western - 26 Devon Avenue, Barry - 
Single storey entrance porch to the front elevation. 
Mr and Mrs John Stevenson - 23 Bryntirion, 
Church Hill Close, Llanblethian - Construction 
of new garage and garage store with loft storage 
over. 

Mr Steven Gosling - 1 Cliff Street, Penarth - 
Realignment of rear annex roof to provide 
study/games room. 

Mrs Deborah Lee - Glebe Cottage, The 
Common, Mount Road, Dinas Powis - to rein¬ 
state the balustrade on the balcony area that has 
been extended as a result of the increased ground 
floor extension. 

Mr Philip Denton - Orchard Rise, 6 Penlan 
Road, Llandough - Demolish existing dwelling at 
Orchard Rise, No 6 Penlan Road, Llandough, 

CF64 2LT and construct two new dwellings with 
associated parking. 

Mr and Mrs Keigh Stephenson - 2 The Greave, 
Wenvoe - Continued occupation of property and 
non compliance with condition 1 of planning per¬ 
mission 1974/0710. 

Mr Peter Marriott - Outbuilding, Woodlands 
Cottage, Llandough, Cowbridge - Convert out¬ 
building to domestic gym and office. 

Tesco Stores Ltd - Stirling Road, Barry - car 
park and building signage. 

Mr Julian Hinam - Land at Coed Arthur, 
Llancarfan - New road. 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

001446 402848 
§ 07739 389578 


Mr Julian Hinam - Land at Coed Arthur, 
Llancarfan - Forestry machinery storage building. 
Winchester Development Company - former 
Emporium Garden Centre, Fferm Goch, 
Llangan - Outline erection of 40 dwellings with 
associated access and landscaping. All matters 
reserved. 

Bamburgh Homes LLP - Vacant land off Cedar 
Road, Eglwys Brewis, St Athan - Erection of 
eight semi-detached two-storey houses. 

Mr Ian Goodridge - 172 Windsor Road, Penarth 
- Proposed rear extension to provide garden room 
and alterations to existing fenestration. 

Mrs I Rogers - Shorkot Farm House, Woodlands 
Lane, Leckwith - Painted render boundary wall 
and electric access gates. 

Mr S Sheppard and Mrs D Randall - Briarbank, 
Penylan Road, St Brides Major - Alterations and 
extensions to existing dwelling. 

Mrs Marian Arnold - Sefrou, 19 Cae Rex, 
Llanblethian - Remove a sycamore tree. 

Mr Joseph Cordina - Dukes Farm, Gower Lane, 
Leckwith - This application is for an extension 
building with lean to, which will be used to house 
a horse walker. 

Vale Council - Holton Road Primary School, 
Barry - installation of a new platform lift to give 
disabled access to main school entry and associat¬ 
ed works, including rebuilding length of boundary 
wall (amendment retrospectively to application ref 
2011/00702/RG3). 

Mr Owen Harries - Land at former Mount 
Pleasant Farm, Llangan - erection of agricultural 
dwelling. 

Mr T Cassam - 32 Rhodfa Felin, Barry - internal 
garage to be converted into living space (lounge). 
Garage door to be removed and replaced with 
small brick wall and window. 


^jfb-oven cleaning 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



Dream Rooms 

TRADING AS G.H.I.S. LTD 


Fitted Kitchens 
Fitted Bedrooms 


Decking • Ceramic Tiling • Hardwood or Laminate 
Flooring • Extensions • Loft/Garage Conversions etc 


Fitted Bathrooms 




In-house 3D design facilities • Customers individual 
requirements and satisfaction our priority • 30+ years 
experience • 90% of work received via recommendation 
• References available • Design, supply & fit or supply only 
• Large range of appliances, sinks & taps 
• Granite worktops available • Reliable aftercare service 


For A FREE no obligation quotation, call 


FREEPHONE: 


0800 88 6132 


FAX: 01443 226375 • MOBILE: 07866 605617 
EMAIL: k.green1958@live.co.uk 
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Mr Mark Rees - 
Caerau (Ely) AFC, 
Cwrt Yr Ala Road, 
Cardiff - Installation of 
new floodlight system 
to existing football 
pitch, comprising eight 
15m high columns, each 
fitted with two Thom 
Champion 2KW flood¬ 
lights. 

Asbri Planning Ltd - 
The Paddocks, 

Penarth - Constmction 
of a new single 
dwelling and associated 
works. 

Mrs Kelly Macleod - 
18 Good wick Close, 
Barry - Single storey 
flat roof extension to 
side and rear of existing 
domestic dwelling. 

Mr Nigel Cottle - 
Westmoor Barn, 
Primrose Hill, 
Cowbridge - Erection 
of an outbuilding. 


Festive Growth - Ty 
Cerrig, Bonvilston - 
Constmction of new 
forestry track. 

Mr D W Gillespie - 
Church House, 14 Old 
Port Road, Wenvoe - 
Overhanging stem to be 
removed from beech 
within the church 
graveyard. 

Mr Ben Winstanley - 
73 Heol y Frenhines, 
Dinas Powys - A single 
storey side and rear 
extension. 

Mr and Mrs McQuaid - 
The Pheasant House 
and Dovecote, Nash 
Manor, Cowbridge - 

Demolish existing con¬ 
servatory linking the 
Pheasant House and the 
Dovecoat. Constmct 
new enlarged conserva¬ 
tory on broadly the 
same footprint. 

Dr Sarah Cuffin - 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


Ravensworth, 4 
Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Use of prem¬ 
ises for Class 4 laser 
treatments. 

Mr Alastair McIntyre - 
87 Westbourne Road, 
Penarth - Single storey 
extension and conver¬ 
sion of an existing 
garage to the rear of 
property. 

Mr Philip Tweedle -15a 
Victoria Square, 
Penarth - Remove 
window to bottom bay 
and replace with double 
glazed box sash pvcu 
style. 

B D Rankine - Hendre, 
Llantrythyd Road, St 
Hilary - Remove Blue 
Atlas cedar. 

Mr K Williams - 
Noveau, 18a Highwalls 
Road, Dinas Powys - 
Remove beech stems. 

E M Callaghan - St 
Quentins Cottage, St 
Quentins Hill, 
Llanblethian - 
Remove the belt of 
cypressus to the south 
side of the cottage gar¬ 
den. 

REG Windpower - 

Mynydd Portref exten¬ 
sion, Argoed Edwin 
Farm, Llanharan, 
Pontyclun - Erection 
of up to seven wind tur¬ 


bines up to 110 metres 
tip height, access tracks, 
cables, electrical substa¬ 
tion and associated 
ancillary equipment. 
Richard Couzens 
Machinery Ltd - Unit 
10a, Vale Business 
Park, Llandow - 
Proposed erection of an 
18m high small scale 
turbine. 

Mr David Thomas - 
Treguff Fach Farm, 
Llantrithyd - 

Retrospective consent 
for the existing tractor 
store on site. 

Mrs N Sullivan - Unit 
8, Penarth Pier, 
Esplanade, Penarth - 
Proposed works include 
replacing the shop front 
window at Unit 8, 
Penarth Pier (replace¬ 
ment on a like for like 
basis). 

Mrs Millar - 13 
Knowbury Avenue, 
Penarth - Rear dormer. 
Dr Rhodri Martin - 8 
Hensol Villas, Hensol - 
Single and two storey 
extension to rear and 
side of property. 


BESPOKE , AFFORDABLE LUXURY 
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All images 
are genuine 
projects 
completed 
by Vale 
Orangeries 


I 



ft 


Q 


/ 


Orangeries 
Ex tens tone 
Coraervatorto 
Garcton Room® 
Horn# OHiots 


Beautiful. tailor made axton®ions 
bull to your specification 

01446 746353 

www.valeorangerie8.co.uk 


VALE ORANGERIES 

u II o r <1 4 h U Imhui > 



Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

Tim callthe, door 


A family business with vast 
experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the doors, 
to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


Aft&r... 


I 


DOOR 
DOCTOR 


IESSAESS, IESSCDST 


Tke P orrr OotAvr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 
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Helvetic withdraws service 

Cardiff Airport 
is to miss Swiss 


CARDIFF AIRPORT 
has received a new 
body blow, with the 
decision by a Swiss 
airline to stop its serv¬ 
ice to Zurich later this 
year. 

The Helvetic service 
won’t run through the 
winter, but it is reported 
both parties are in talks to 
resume the service by 
next summer. 

The news comes hard 
on the heels of the air¬ 
port posting a £319,000 
loss in 2011, following a 
profit of £lmillion in 
2010. 

The leader of the 
Welsh Conservatives, 
Andrew RT Davies, said 
Helvetic’s decision was 
‘a warning’ that the First 
Minister needed to act 
fast in arresting the air¬ 
port’s decline. 

He said: “Setting up 
task groups is all fine and 
well but let’s remember 
that this came after the 
First Minister had 
embarked upon a one- 
man mission to talk 
down the airport earlier 
this year; something that 
cannot have encouraged 
airlines to take a punt on 
bringing new routes to 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 

Cardiff. The sad truth is 
that despite having huge 
potential, Cardiff Airport 
needs real action and it is 
time that the Welsh 
Government made a 
commitment to looking 
at route establishment 
grants as an absolute pri¬ 
ority.” 

A spokesman for the 
Welsh Government said 
formation of a task force 
group, which the First 
Mnister chairs, demon¬ 
strated that it was 
addressing the issues 
faced by the airport. 

“Our focus is on mak¬ 
ing Cardiff Airport an 
airport that helps drive 
economic development 
and tourism. 

“A vibrant airport is a 
key piece of national 
infrastructure. The First 
Minister's establishment 
of the task force demon¬ 
strates our commitment 
to the airport.” 

The Cardiff Airport 
Task Force was set up to 
examine the competitive 
position of the airport 
and brings together the 
site’s owners, the Welsh 
Government and busi¬ 


ness leaders. 

The task force’s stated 
aims are increasing the 
number of flights, 
expanding connectivity 
with other countries, and 
boosting economic 
investment. 

Helvetic will continue 
to serve Bristol Airport, 
which was a stop on the 
flight to Cardiff. 

A spokeswoman for 
Cardiff Airport told The 
GEM it was confident the 
Swiss service would be 
re-established. 

She said: “Helvetic 
launched from Cardiff in 
March 2011 and has 
operated three times 
weekly. 

“Its decision to stop 
operating for the winter 
of 2012-13 is a commer¬ 
cial decision based upon 
results last year. 

“While it is disap¬ 
pointing, we are working 
to ensure its return for 
summer 2013 and are 
confident that this can be 
achieved. ” 

The spokeswoman 
pointed out that the regu¬ 
lar Helvetic flights had 
brought many Swiss 
tourists to Wales and was 
an opportunity that could 
be built on 


FIRST TIME FLIGHT 
FOR FOUR CADETS 


RECENTLY, Air 
Cadet Sean Hodges 
of 372 (Barry) 
Squadron experi¬ 
enced the thrills 
and excitement of 
flying in the mod¬ 
ern Grob Tutor air¬ 
craft at MoD St 
Athan for the first 
time. 

Since Sean joined 372 
Squadron, his feet have 
not touched the ground. 
He has experienced 
shooting weekends, 
gaining his marksman 
awards, as well as taking 
part in the Cambrian 
patrol field craft compe¬ 
tition. 

Sean has travelled to 
Belgium and France to 
visit the battlefields of 



Georgina Poulakis 


World War 1 and is now 
looking forward to more 
adventure training expe¬ 
ditions, and to his Duke 
of Edinburgh Bronze 
expedition. 

Initially, he sat nerv¬ 
ously alongside the pilot 
to experience the sensa¬ 
tion of flying, and also 
the effects of g-forces on 
the body. Sean not only 


enjoyed the flight, but 
also took the opportunity 
to fly the aircraft himself 
under the supervision of 
the pilot. 

Afterwards, he said: 
“Flying the aircraft was 
easier to control than I 
imagined, it was so cool, 
and I can’t wait for my 
next flight”. 

Not content with a 
bird’s eye view of the 
local area, several 
Cadets were given the 
opportunity to see the 
world upside down! 
Experiencing the thrills 
of stomach churning aer¬ 
obatics, which no theme 
park rides, can come 
close to. 

The Cadets who flew 
were: Sean Hodges, 

Georgina Poulakis, 
Anthony Thomas and 
Rhys Thomas. 

Air Cadets also 
undertake many other 
exciting activities, 
including adventure 
training, shooting, sport, 
field craft, project work 
and the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 
Scheme, expeditions and 
camps to RAF stations 
around the United 
Kingdom. 

If you have a spirit for 
adventure, 372 (Barry) 
Squadron have vacan¬ 
cies for boys and girls 
between 13-18 years old. 
The Squadron parade on 
Mondays and 

Wednesdays 7pm- 
9.30pm behind Adams 
Funeral Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you 
can phone the Squadron 
on 01446 747734 or 
email 
372@aircadets.org 

JASON HORTON 


Open doors at 
Dyffryn Gardens 


THIS weekend’s 
‘Open Doors’ event 
at Dyffryn Gardens 
will feature a num¬ 
ber of special 
attractions for visi¬ 
tors who take 
advantage of the 
free admission. 

Saturday 
(September 15, 

10am-6pm): 

• Meet the builders: 
interactive talks about 
the restoration of 
Dyffryn House - bend 
pipes, fix a plug and see 
how gold leaf is applied. 

• Menter y Fro: Welsh 
speaking activities and a 
visit from Heini and 


S4C’s ‘Cyw’ character.! 

• Meet the volunteers 
of Dyffryn Gardens. 

• South Wales Cacti 
Society (Glass House, 
2pm-5pm). 

• Solar viewing with 
Cardiff Astrological 
Society. 

Sunday (September 
16,10am- 6pm): 

• Meet the volunteers 
of Dyffryn Gardens in 
the Exhibition Hall. 

• Second hand book 
shop in the Exhibition 
Hall. 

• South Wales Cacti 
Society - Glass House, 
2pm-5pm. 

• Solar viewing with 
Cardiff Astrological 
Society - South Terrace. 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 
FOR MEIBION Y MACHLUD! 



Members of Cor Meibion impressed on stage at the National Eisteddfod in the Vale last month. 


FOLLOWING a very busy sum¬ 
mer, local choir Meibion y 
Machlud will resume practicing 
on Monday, September 24, at 
4.45pm in Ysgol Iolo Morganwg. 

The choir competed to a very high 
standard at the National Eisteddfod, 
receiving some very positive com¬ 
ments from the adjudicators who 
enjoyed our warm sound. Many of the 


members played a central part in the 
Eisteddfod choir, which sang in the 
concerts, ‘Gymanfa Ganu’ and the 
Sunday morning service. 

This week, the choir was invited to 
film a scene for the Welsh drama 
Gwaith Cartrei. It was an experience 
that was new to many of the members 
and one which they all enjoyed. 

New members are always welcome 


to join this friendly enthusiastic choir 
as we start to practice our programme 
for the year ahead under the baton of 
Eric Dafydd, and accompanied by 
concert pianist Carol Phillips. 

The aim for he coming year is to 
support local community organisa¬ 
tions and organise a choir tour, possi¬ 
bly to France. Details to be confirmed. 

Terry Williams 


Landlords to 
hold grand 
celebration 
party at 
the Six Bells! 


All Wales report 
finds Vale Council 
‘performing well’ 


THERE will be a 
celebration party at 
The Six Bells village 
pub and restaurant 
in Penmark this 
Saturday, 

September 15, after 
popular local publi¬ 
cans James 
Barnsley and Mark 
Tuck secured own¬ 
ership of it. 

Seven weeks ago, 
Enterprise Inns put it up 
for sale, and this week 
James and Mark, who 
currently run the pub 
and restaurant and had 
put in a bid for it, got 
the news that the deal 
had been confirmed. 

James said: “We’d 
always wanted to pur- 


A WARNING has 
gone out to Vale 
4X4 owners after a 
number of spare 
wheels were stolen 
from vehicles. 

South Wales Police 
are advising owners of 
larger vehicles, such as 
vans and 4x4s, to make 
sure that their external¬ 
ly-fitted spare wheels 
are properly secured. 

The advice follows 
the theft of two spare 
wheels from Land 
Rover Freelanders in St 
David’s Avenue, Dinas 
Powys, on the night of 
Tuesday, September 4, 
and the car park of 
Vennings, Penarth, on 
the morning of 
Wednesday, September 
5. 

Spare wheels are 
often held in position by 
a metal cage secured to 


chase The Six Bells. 
We’ve been running it 
since July 2008 under a 
lease with Enterprise 
Inns. 

“Now we have the 
great news that our bid 
has been accepted.” 

Mark added: “We 
want to thank all the 
people who have sup¬ 
ported us over the last 
four years and want to 
invite them to a cele¬ 
bration this Saturday 
evening. 

“We’re even closing 
the restaurant to 
accommodate everyone 
we hope will turn up to 
the party. 

“Our hope is to now 
run The Six Bells for 
many years to come.” 


the chassis, which 
thieves then cut to 
remove the wheel. 

A police spokes¬ 
woman said: “We advise 
car owners to consider 
installing security 
devices in order to make 
their vehicles less attrac¬ 
tive to thieves. 

“The details of such 
devices can be obtained 
from the vehicle manu¬ 
facturer or supplier. 

“Alternatively, you 
can also check online to 
see what security prod¬ 
ucts would best suit 
your vehicle. 

“South Wales Police 
urges residents to 
remain vigilant and to 
report any suspicious 
activity in their area by 
calling 101 or 
Crimestoppers, free and 
anonymously, on 0800 
555 111. ” 


THIS year’s ‘Local 
Government 
Performance’ 
report finds that 
the Vale Council is 
“performing well” 
in many areas - but 
there is room for 
improvement. 

The report, from the 
Local Government Data 
Unit, examines and com¬ 
pares the performance of 
Wales’ 22 county coun¬ 
cils. 

The Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, said: “The coun¬ 
cil has achieved some 
good results, but there 
are areas that we need to 
improve. 

“The council is a top 
performer when it comes 
to offering assessments 
to carers of adults. We 
also ensure that 100 per 
cent of youngsters who 
have been looked after 
by the authority are in 
suitable accommodation 
when they are 19 years 
old. 

“The percentage of 
statutory visits our social 
services teams made to 
children looked after by 
the council was another 
area where the council 
was found to be a top 
performer, alongside 
several other social serv¬ 
ices indicators where the 
council was one of the 
best performers in 
Wales. 

“The performance of 
pupils at Vale Council- 
maintained schools mir¬ 
rored the excellent A- 
Level and GCSE results 
achieved by local pupils, 
with the Vale found to 
be one of the top three 
education authority areas 
in Wales. 

“It’s also good to see 
that we are a top per¬ 
former when it comes to 
clearing away fly-tip- 
ping, which is done 
within five days. 

“The condition of our 
roads is a complaint we 
often hear from resi¬ 
dents. The report finds 
that the percentage of 
our roads in a poor con¬ 
dition is average for 


Wales - but this is not 
good enough, and the 
council is working hard 
to improve as many 
roads as possible. 

“It is concerning to 
see that the Vale has the 
lowest level of afford¬ 
able housing as a per¬ 
centage of new homes, 
provided during the 
reporting period, and 
this is something we will 
be investigating. 

“However, our per¬ 
formance on preventing 
homelessness is above 
average.” 

On the affordable 
housing issue, Coun 
Moore told The GEM 
that he had asked to see 
details of previous years, 
and all other relevant 
information, to find out 


CADOXTON Imps 
AFC are this year 
celebrating 40 years 
since the club was 
first founded by 
Graham Harris 

with a team of 10- 
year olds in the 
youth section of the 
old Barry and 
District League. 

Having initially start¬ 
ed under the name of 
Buttrills Rovers, 

Cadoxton Conservative 
Club provided the 
finance for the first 
shirts, hence the name of 
the club was bom. 

The club have been 
organising a series of 
events throughout the 
year, the next of which is 
a 40th anniversary black 
tie Ball at the Masonic 
Hall, Broad Street, Barry 
on Saturday, October 6, 
which is almost to the 
day 40 years ago when 
the 10-year-olds played 
their first competitive 


what had happened. 

He continued: 
“Another area the coun¬ 
cil stmggles with is the 
number of days taken to 
deliver disabled facilities 
grants. However, we are 
improving in this area 
and we will be pressing 
our officers for further 
improvement. 

“The percentage of 
waste sent to landfill by 
the Vale was found to be 
higher than average, but 
the recent introduction 
of mixed recycling col¬ 
lections is already 
increasing the amount of 
waste that is recycled.” 

The full report can be 
seen at: www.dataunit- 
wales.gov.uk 


match. Soul band 
‘Dansette’ will be pro¬ 
viding the live music, 
followed by a disco. 

The event includes a 
three-course dinner and 
wine. There will also be 
a prize raffle and an auc¬ 
tion. 

Tickets are available 
from the club, and from 
any Imps manager or 
committee member. 
Doors will be open at 
7.30pm, with dinner 
served from 8pm. 

The club are updating 
their Cadoxton Imps his¬ 
tory book 1972/73 to 
2007/08 as part of their 
40th anniversary cele¬ 
brations,. 

So if you have any 
photographs that are not 
in the current edition of 
the history book, contact 
the club to incorporate 
them in the new and 
updated edition. 

MARTIN PURSAL1, 
Chairman. 


Warning for 
4X4 owners 


Imps to hold 
black tie ball 
for birthday 
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YOUR VISION MATTERS! So make 
sure you get a regular eye test 


HE third 
National Eye 
Health Week 
will take place on 
from September 17- 
23 this year. 

Once again, eye 


care charities and 
health professionals 
from across the UK 
are joining together 
to promote the impor¬ 
tance of eye health 
and the need for regu- 



Barry Centra 
Limited 

STEPHANIE EVANS, 

BSc (Hons) MBCO 


NHS Eye Examinations. 

Home visits available. 

One hour service for most prescriptions. 
Excellent selection of .— y —. 

Childrens frames... L_J l —) 

QUALIFIED OPTICIAN 

Barbie, Action Man, etc. 

Full range of frames from budget to 
designer. 

All types of contact lenses fitted. 

Full after care service and accessories. 


OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK 


BARRY 01446 745606 

87 Holton Road, Barry 


lar sight tests for all. 

A spokesman for 
Eye Week explained: 
“Vision really mat¬ 
ters. 

“Sight is the sense 
people fear losing the 
most, yet many of us 
don’t know the best 
way to look after our 
eyes. 

“National Eye 
Health Week aims to 
change all that.” 

The theme this year 
is ‘Vision Matters’ 
and is to encourage 
people from every 
walk of life to take 
better care of their 
eyes and have regular 
sight tests. 

Regular sight tests 
are essential for main¬ 
taining healthy eyes 
but there are other 
things you can do to 
look after your eyes. 

Studies show that 
what we eat can affect 
our vision. 

Antioxidants can help 
to prevent retinal 
damage. 

One anti-oxidant 
which is hugely bene¬ 
ficial is lutein. Foods 
recommended for eye 
health include: broad 


Jones & Jones Opticians... 

SPECIALIST 
FAMILY EYECARE 


B etween 75 per cent 
and 90 per cent of all 
your sensory informa¬ 
tion about the surrounding 
environment is visual. 

The process of converting light 
into an electrical signal that your 
brain can interpret is a fairly com¬ 
plex one that involves millions of 
highly specialised cells only found 
in the eye. 

Despite this, many people take 
their vision for granted and neglect 
their eyecare. 

Considering the prevalence of 
serious eye disease, 0.3 per cent of 
the under-50s and over 25 per cent 
of the over-70s think getting a regu¬ 
lar eye check is really important. 

For the over-60s, the main three 
culprits are glaucoma, cataract and 
macular degeneration. 

All of these eye diseases are 
treatable if caught early enough, 
but the problem is that they have a 
gradual onset and tend to creep up 
on people. 

By the time vision is noticeably 
affected, substantial irreversible 
damage can occur. 

Led by Dr Adrian Jones, who is 
one of the leading optometrists in 
the UK, Jones & Jones 
Optometrists are able to provide 
specialist eyecare that is currently 
not available in most high street 
opticians. 


As well as ordinary private and 
NHS sight tests, we specialise in: 
Glaucoma diagnosis and treatment; 
acute eye problems, such as red eyes 
and flashing lights and floaters; 
watery and dry eye assessments; 
DVLA drivers’ assessments and 
contact lens fitting and aftercare. 

Where most opticians have to 
refer their patients to hospital, Dr 
Jones is able to provide a compre¬ 
hensive, gold standard diagnosis, 
treatment and follow-up for com¬ 
mon eye problems. 

In conjunction with our specialist 
clinical services, we also offer per¬ 
sonalised dispensing service with a 
huge range of frames. 

So whether you are on a budget, 
or want something a bit special 
from our extensive designer collec¬ 
tions, there is always something to 
suit. 

We only supply high performanc¬ 
es lenses from top manufacturers, 
such as Hoya, Nikon and Shamir; 
our direct computer links with the 
manufacturing plants mean we can 
show you exactly what your lenses 
will look like before ordering, and 
provide a real time estimate for 
delivery. 

If you, or someone you know, is 
concerned about an eye problem, 
why not get specialist help and 
advice? Book an appointment on 
01446 400015, or visit us online at 
www.jonesandjones. org. uk. 


leaf greens such as 
kale and spinach, 
brightly coloured 
fruit and veg such as 
corn, carrots, orange 
sweet peppers and 
oranges, oily fish like 
salmon, tuna and 
mackerel, broccoli 
and eggs. 

Exercise can also 
reduce the risk of 
sight loss, and exces¬ 
sive alcohol use and 
smoking can have a 
detrimental effect on 
eye health. 

Smoking also 
increases your risk of 
developing cataracts. 

The spokesman 


added: “Protecting 
your eyes from the 
sun is very important 
and should not be 
underestimated. 


“Under no circum¬ 
stances should you 
ever look at the sun 
directly. 

“Your sunglasses 


Chris Williams 

BSc(Hons) MCOptom 

Optometrist & 

Contact Lens Practitioner 

On-site laboratory 

Cerium Coloured Overlays 
& Precision Tinted Spectacle Lenses. 
Proven to help with specific reading 
difficulties 

Newton House, East Street, Llantwit Major 

01446 790590 

www.chriswilliamsoptometrist.co.uk 


should have the CE 
mark on them which 
ensures that they are 
giving you the right 
level of ultraviolet 


protection.” 

So this September, 
why not care for your 
vision and book an 
eye-sight test? 


Gwyneth J. Morgan 

BSc FCOptom 

OPTOMETRIST 

Independent Professional 
Eye care for all your family 

Gwynfa, Boverton Road, 
LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 1XZ 

Telephone: (01446) 793430 



diesel ■ For eyecare that is 
as individual as you 


NICOLE FARHI 


LI P S Y 


JONES 8c JONES 


OPTOMETRISTS 


Private & NHS Sight Tests 

Specialists Meet & Treat Clinics ■ Acute Eye Problems 
DOLCE & I • Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment 
GABBANAl • Dry & Watery Eye Assessments 

Home Visits 

GIVENCH y|* NHS Spectacles Available (with NHS Voucher) 

□ □ 
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Celts show off new kit 



BARRY Celts AFC under-13s football team show 
off their new football kits kindly sponsored by Roof 
Guard roof and maintenance, located in Rhoose. 

Pictured are the team, coach Martin Bradshaw, and Matthew 
Doyle, director of Roof Guard, which has been serving local 
developers and the public since being established in 2000. 

Matthew said it is always nice to put something back into the 


community as a company, especially if helps out children’s 
clubs. 

The team are looking for players to join for the current sea¬ 
son. The club aims to provide a fun and fair base for all players 
to enjoy playing football and to get an equal opportunity on the 
field, anyone interested should contact Martin Bradshaw on 
07900327860. 

MB 


Barry Seconds are 
knocked out of Cup 


BARRY RFC sec¬ 
onds dusted them¬ 
selves off from the 
disappointment of 
Saturday’s result 
and returned to 
action away from 
home against 
Rhiwbina who are 
two divisions above 
them. 

With the game falling 
in midweek and several 
players unavailable due 
to work commitments, 
coach Rhidian Scott and 
interim manager Ken 
Chow were forced to 
ring the changes, bring¬ 
ing in no less than eight 
players into the starting 
line-up. 

As expected, the 
game began at a fero¬ 


cious pace, as tackles 
flew in from both sides. 

No quarter was asked 
or given. In these early 
exchanges it was the 
more experienced home 
side that gained the 
upper hand, gaining a 
three point advantage 
after they punished 
some Barry indiscretion. 

Barry responded with 
some solid set piece 
work from their for¬ 
wards, but their cause 
was hampered by the 
early injury to Callum 
Scott, who was out¬ 
standing on the week¬ 
end. 

Nevertheless, there 
were some superb play 
around the fringes, most 
notably from Owain 
Poole, Darren Deguara 
and Dave Hosking. The 


backs were well-mar¬ 
shalled by the new half¬ 
back partnership of Joel 
Williams and Ashley 
Adams, using the com¬ 
bination of strong, direct 
running from their cen¬ 
tres and the boot of 
Adam Lee. 

However, it was 
Rhiwbina who were 
next on the scoresheet, 
as they extended their 
lead to ten after a well- 
converted try. At this 
point the away side were 
at risk of being cut 
adrift. 

The green-and-whites 
never gave up, however, 
and their industry was 
rewarded when persist¬ 
ent pressure from their 
pack forced the home 
side deep into their own 
twenty-two, resulting in 


a well earned penalty 
which also saw 
Rhiwbina reduced to 
fourteen men. 

The away side 
showed the confidence 
in their own ability when 
they turned down the 
opportunity for three 
points, opting instead for 
a scrum. Their endeav¬ 
our was soon rewarded 
with a well-worked 
Owain Poole try. Lee 
added the extras. 

At half time there was 
all to play for, and 
indeed in the second 
half, despite the home 
side back to their full 
allocation of players, it 
was Barry who looked 
the more likely as their 
forwards began to exert 
their dominance. 

Slightly against the 


Barry RFC youth get local 
bragging rights after win 


WITH Barry RFC boast¬ 
ing three home matches, 
the first for many seasons, 
and a fine sunny day to 
boot, the hopes of running 
rugby were high in this 
youth ecounter. 

On the back of three defeats 
the local derby against Dinas 
Powys was a need-to-win game. 
Both teams fielded restructured 
young sides and once again 
Barry were playing an out of 
position player at full back, 
flanker Andre Williamson, who 
played at centre last week and 
who now drew the number 15 
short straw. 

Barry won parity in the 
scrums but once again absent 
captain Luke O’Sullivan was 
missed in the lineout, Barry’s 
one option only gave limited 
scope. It was Dinas who opened 


up the scoring with a penalty and 
a try through their centre which 
was converted. 

Barry answered with two 
penalties from Jordan Flynn 
which kept them in touch until 
half time. 

Early in the second half centre 
Brad White made a break and 
had both inside and outside 
options in support, he chose 
scrum half Rhidian Mepham 
inside who raced for the line but 
was brought down heavily one 
metre from the line. 

Not being held in the tackle he 
got to his feet and scored; this try 
went unconverted. Flynn slotted 
another three pointer from an 
opposition offence and put Barry 
in an uncomfortable four point 
lead. 

In a heavily contested game 
final relief came when Jake 
Goodfellow who had been 


immense in the loose stole yet 
another ball from the breakdown 
and broke through from thirty 
metres to score the game’s final 
points Barry winning 19-10. 

Team: Jamie Oaten, David 
Evans, Mathew O’Sullivan, Brad 
White, Jordan Flynn, Tom 
Adams, Jack Legg, Rhidian 
Mepham, Cambell Prosser, Rhys 
Burnett, Sion Vidal (captain), 
Nathan Harris, John Miles, Jake 
Goodfellow, Jake Adams, 

Mitchell James, Blake Wall, 
Andre Williamson, Emyr Byrne 
and Keiron Davies. 

The next game is on Saturday 
(September 15) away to Penarth 
in the first round of Cardiff and 
District Cup; bus leaves club¬ 
house at 1pm, kick off 2.30pm - 
please contact if you’re not avail¬ 
able. 

MM 


run of play, however, the 
home side managed to 
convert turnover posses¬ 
sion in their own half 
rapidly into another 
seven points, seemingly 
ending the contest. 

Barry continued to 
press, however, despite 
the game being progres¬ 
sively more stop-start 
with the introduction of 
substitutes, the referee’s 
persistent whistle, and 
the scrums becoming 
passive. 

As the away backs 
threatened to string 
together a series of 
moves to threaten the 
home line, it was down 
to the big men to drive 
forward and set up the 
platform for substitute 
Alyn Evans to score his 
third try of the season. 
Lee failed with the con¬ 
version out wide. 

Barry had one last 
good chance deep into 
the dying minutes of the 
match, when Adams col¬ 
lected his own kick and 
charged for the line, but 
some superb last ditch 
tackling by Rhiwbina 
ensured that they hung 
on for a narrow and hard 
fought victory, 17-12. 

All the players clad in 
green-and-white on the 
night could return home 
with their head held high 
with a committed and 
spirited performance. 

Team: Lee; T. Poole, 
Provis, Taylor, Thome; 
Williams, Adams; 
Heard, Hosking, 

McTavish; Scott, 

Deguara; Jones, O. 
Poole, Rolfe (c) 

Subs used: R. 

O’Sullivan, L. 

O’Sullivan, Parker, 
Evans 

Man-of-the-match: 
O. Poole. 

KC 


Centurions 
triumph in 
friendly 


SULLY Centurions played a 
return friendly fixture against 
last week's opponents, Miskin 
Manor, and chalked up anoth¬ 
er big victory. 

Sully batted first and Nathan Baker 
soon set out his stall, finding the 
boundary regularly. Although losing 
opening partner Lloyd Bruce for 5, 
with the score on 8, he then took the 
total along to 56 with Alex Langrish, 
who was trapped LBW by Newbury 
for 8. 

Shae Ellis lasted longer, though, 
and the pair enjoyed a hugely success¬ 
ful third wicket partnership of 157 
before Ellis was the first of 3 run outs, 
going for a very good 56. David 
Goodway was also run out (for 7) and 
Baker's marvellous innings finally 
came to an end when he was bowled 
by Giles for 152 with the score on 241. 

The innings contained seven 6s and 
twelve 4s. Adam Sylvester (7) com¬ 
pleted the trio of run outs, with Iuean 
Ridout (1) Emma Davies (3 not out) 
and David Sylvester (0 not out) com¬ 
pleting the Centurions innings, which 
closed on 261 for 8 after the 40 overs. 

After tea Davies and Ridout opened 
the bowling but the Miskin openers 
took the score along to 86 before the 
first wicket fell - Owen was lbw to 
Goodway for 35. 

Captain for day Ben Callow bagged 
the first of his two wickets when he 
had Giles caught by Terry Williams for 
47 with the score on 113. Callow also 
took the next wicket, that of Thomas 
for 24, again via a catch, this time 
courtesy of Langrish to leave the 
scoreboard reading 124 for 3 in the 
27th over. 

The game was looking interesting at 
this stage, but the combination of six 
accurate overs from Williams (0-17) 


and the introduction of Ellis changed 
the contest completely. Ellis totally 
demolished the opposition to finish 
with the remarkable figures of 5-12 off 
six overs as Miskin finished on 197 for 
8 . 

All in all this was an enjoyable 
game of cricket in which everyone 
played their part. 

Miskin Manor 197/8 Sully 261/8 

JUNIOR ROUND UP 

The weather played havoc with the 
club’s junior fixture list in this sea¬ 
son’s Cardiff and Vale League. 

It was probably the worst season 
weather wise for a number of years 
and it made it difficult to build any 
momentum as match after match was 
being rained off. 

Despite this the club’s three sides - 
under-11, 13 and 15s - all finished 
third in their respective divisions, just 
missing out on the top two finish 
required to make it into the League 
Finals Day. 

A number of the club’s juniors were 
selected to play representative cricket 
during the season for the Cardiff and 
the Vale regional squad and Wales. 
Adam Sylvester, Harri Edwards and 
Emma Davies were selected for Wales 
in their respective age groups while 
Tomos Edwards, Alex Langrish, Joe 
Hayer and Aron Arthur represented 
their region. Congratulations and well 
done to all of them. 

In between the wind and the rain 
there were encouraging and positive 
signs for the club from the number of 
junior players who made the step up to 
senior cricket. They all equipped 
themselves very well at that level and 
showed great promise for the future. 

If anyone is interested in playing for 
the juniors at Sully Centurions Cricket 
Club please e-mail us at centurion- 
cricket@hotmail.co.uk. MF 


Barry under-15s start 
season with fine win 


THE first game of 
the season is always 
a tough one and 
when your opposi¬ 
tion is last season's 
District Champions 
it's even more chal¬ 
lenging. 

However, Barry 
under-15s showed that 
prior preparation and 
planning pays dividends 
and came away from this 
hard-fought encounter 
against Rumney RFC 
with a resounding 28-3 
victory. 

Having worked hard 
over the summer with 
weekly fitness sessions 
in Porthkerry Park and a 
full-on training day at 
the University of 
Glamorgan's Sports 
Park, the squad were 
ready to get back onto 
the paddock and put all 
this hard work to the 
test. 

Barry kicked off up 
the hill and were soon 
backpedalling, with the 
Cardiff side looking as 
formidable as they did 
last season, smashing up 
the middle. The opening 
pressure resulted in a 
soft penalty that gave 
Rumney the opportunity 
to slot their first (and 
only) points of the game 
with a sweetly struck 
strike. 

The home team 
shrugged off the incident 


and then got stuck in 
with some formidable 
forward play against 
arguably a bigger, heav¬ 
ier pack. Some weak 
tackling from the visi¬ 
tors allowed winger, 
Callum Mickelsen to 
turn on the gas and 
charge his way over for 
Barry's first try, convert¬ 
ed by captain Cameron 
Gibbon, playing at 13. 

Rumney bounced 
back and came at Barry 
who once again soaked 
up the pressure, com¬ 
posed themselves and 
injected some serious 
pace into the last quarter, 
resulting in a well 
worked forward's try for 
No. 8 Scott Griffith. 
Gibbon's kick was good 
and the half ended 14-3. 

The Cardiff team 
came out of the blocks 
looking to overturn the 
deficit and Barry, who 
aren't as wet behind the 
ears as a few seasons 
ago, were expecting this 
and knew that the game 
was far from won. 
Showing maturity and 
composure the home 
side took the game to 
Rumney and hit back 
hard from the outset. 

Iwan Baker, playing 
at hooker, epitomised 
the squad's effort: hav¬ 
ing made a tackle soon 
after the kick off he then 
j added the ball and blew 
through their remaining 
forwards, gaining 15 


metres in the process. 

Rumney are a class 
side though and despite 
going down another con¬ 
verted try, courtesy of 
Ben Dwyer who played 
magnificently at No.5, 
they didn't capitulate and 
throw in the towel. 

New signing Charlie 
Neale, exploited some 
weak Rumney handling 
to touch down between 
the posts and Gibbon's 
final conversion gave 
Barry a well deserved 
28-3 victory. 

With almost the 
whole squad in atten¬ 
dance all players had a 
run-out and from this 
performance there will 
be a number of heavily 
contested positions dur¬ 
ing the season - much to 
the delight of the coach¬ 
ing team! 

Nine of the players 
have Vale Blues District 
commitments this year 
but the remainder of the 
squad demonstrated why 
this whole team is look¬ 
ing forward to another 
successful season. 

This week the under- 
15s are away to 
Gwernyfed RFC with 
details of when the 
coach will be leaving the 
Reservoir Field to fol¬ 
low. For further informa¬ 
tion please check out 
Barry RFC's website. 

IE 
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St Athan tea party 
raises £1,500 for 
Penarth hospice 


LET OUR LOCAL 
VENUES TAKE THE 
FESTIVE STRAIN... 


Why not 


CHRISTMAS 
1 PARTY NIGHTS f 

Available December 2012 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights ■$. 
including entertainment.(Fri & Sat only)^j> 

3 COURSE MENU ONLY £19.95 


I T may still seem 
some way off, 
but the truth is 
that there are only 
102 days remaining 
until Christmas 
2012. 

The office party is, 
of course, something 
of a festive tradition, 
as staff are rewarded 
for a year of hard 
work with a rare 
chance to let their 
hair down (with the 
qualified approval of 
the boss!) 

But planning it can 
be a very stressful 
assignment for those 
staff members hand¬ 
ed the onerous task of 
organising an office 
get-together that is 
frought with pitfalls 
for the unwary. 

There is so much to 
plan and consider, all 
subject to scrutiny 
from on high; not 
least the catering on a 
tight budget, choos¬ 
ing suitable music 
and entertainment 
and transforming the 
workplace environ¬ 
ment into a venue fit 
for the festive occa¬ 
sion; all the while 
praying that nothing 
will go wrong and no 
tipsy revellers dis¬ 
grace themselves on 
the day to incur the 
ire of the boss! 

Why not cut out 
all the stress and anx¬ 
iety at a stroke and 
let the professionals 
take the strain - by 
celebrating outside 
the office this year? 

Not a street party, 
the weather won’t be 
very accommodating. 
But with a whole host 
of fine dining, pub 
food, cocktail bars 
and entertainment 
venues spread 
throughout the Vale 
of Glamorgan and 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, the choice real¬ 
ly is limitless. 

Christmas parties 
can be as grandiose 
or as laid back and 
informal as staff like. 
Whether it’s just a 


party out 
of the 
office this 
Christmas? 


WHAT’S ON / in brief 


YFC recruits 

BRIDGEND YFC is 
organising a recruitment 
evening of fun and 
games on Tuesday, 
September 18, at Cefn 
Cribbwr Royal British 
Legion (7.30pm- 

9.30pm). Contact club 
chairwoman Helen on 
07722 827575; visit the 
club website 

www.btck.uk or email 


bridgendyfc.btck.co.uk. 

Harvest 

Festival 

EVERYONE is welcome 
at the Harvest Festival 
service in St Mary’s 
Church, Bonvilston, on 
Sunday, September 23 at 
6.30pm. 

After the service, all are 
invited to stay for a ‘bring 
and share supper’ and 
learn about the planned 


Locked in cabinet? 


AT the last local elec¬ 
tions, a pledge was 
made by Labour to be 
more open and trans¬ 
parent, and that the 
party would consider 
the views of local peo¬ 
ple as part of its deci¬ 
sion-making process, 
including cabinet 
meetings. 

Readers may be inter¬ 
ested to know that in 
three of the last four 
cabinet meetings, public 
and press have been 
excluded from several 
items on the agenda (ie 
closed doors). 

The latest item relates 
to yet more publicly- 
owned assets, namely 
the Barry Tourist (for¬ 


merly Steam) Railway. 
Even the council minute 
is vague, especially 
about the use of Section 
123 (disposal of land). 

As these assets form 
part of the public purse, 
is there really a need for 
such secrecy, and more 
importanl3)tly, why are 
Labour not acting on 
their pledge? 

There must be a better 
way of informing the 
public, at least in gener¬ 
al, what the underlying 
issues are ,without the 
whole matter being kept 
confidential. 

Jonathan Osborne, 
Focus BARRY supporter 
(See Council Leader’s 
column on page 13). 


village history project. 

Any harvest gifts can be 
left at the church between 
10.30am and 4pm on 
Friday, September 21. All 
donations and offertory 
will be in aid of Huggard, 
a Cardiff charity caring for 
the homeless. 

Family service 

ALL SAINTS Church in 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth, is holding a 
family service on 
Sunday, September 23 at 
10am, on the theme of 
‘Jesus and the True 
Vine’. 

The worship will be suit¬ 
able for all ages, and 
refreshments will be 
served after the service. 
All are welcome. 

Dinas Powys 
AGM 

THE 40th annual gener¬ 
al meeting of Dinas 
Powys Voluntary 

Concern will be held on 
October 10 at the Parish 
Hall, Britway Road. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Wendy Lees, 
secretary, Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern, 
Community Resource 
Centre, Sunnycroft Lane, 
Dinas Powys, CF64 4QQ; 
telephone 02920 513700 
or email wendy @dvc- 
dinaspowys. com. 


few drinks, snacks, 
and the exchanging of 
gifts, or a formal din¬ 
ner with live enter¬ 
tainment, the Vale 
has something for 
your company. 

So give yourself 
one less problem to 
think about and book 
a local venue for your 
Christmas party... 

Let the profession¬ 
als take the weight off 
your shoulders, and 
do all the worrying 
for you. 

And you won’t 
have to scrub the wine 
stains out of the office 
carpet afterwards 
either! 


Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Nights 

* 3 COURSE MENU ONLY £16.95 

it CHRISTMAS DAY * 

* * 5 COURSE MEAL * 

£49.50 Adults.Children (under n)_ half price £24.75 

OYER 60’s SPECIAL MENU NEW 

Monday - Friday: 12 noon - 3pm fxjjnri MENU 

Just a small example: Hand Battered Cod, COMING 

Ham, Egg & Chips, 6oz Gammon Steak, SOON 

Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 

Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
Free to Rhoose, Penmark and Aberthaw ^ 

+ Nurston, Nr. Rhoose 

Tel 01446 710205/07596 630057 * 
www.highwayman-pub.com 


The Casa Paco 

1 BROAD STREET PARADE, BARRY 

Available from 1st December 

Christmas Party Menu f 

Monday-Saturday 6.30-9pm 

Deep fried Brie with conserve 
Prawn cocktail 

Melon with port (or plain melon crown) 
Mushrooms cooked in Garlic Butter 
Farmhouse Pate served with Chutney 
Soup of the day 
Creamy Stilton Mushrooms 


Roast Glamorgan Turkey with Chipolata, 
served with Cranberry & Apricot stuffing 
Rack of Welsh Lamb with 
Port & Redcurrant Sauce 
Chicken Princess (breast of chicken cooked in a 
white wine and cheese sauce) 

Grilled Scotch Fillet Steak (6oz), plain or with a 
choice of Au Poivre Sauce (creamy pepper), 
Champignion Sauce (rich mushroom) or Diane 
Sauce (onion, mushroom, wine & tomato) 
Fresh Salmon served with 
parsley and lemon sauce 
All served with vegetables of the day and potatoes 

Choice from the Sweet Trolley 

Coffee, Dinner Mint and Mince Pie 
Friday & Saturday £28.50 per person 
Monday to Thursday £22.50 per person 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH MENU 

Selected dates only 

4 Courses £19.95 

Booking Essential 


i 

£ 




2 FOR 1 SPECIAL 

2x3 Course Meals for only £29.95 
Available Tues to Thurs until 30.11.12 
We will be closed on Christmas Eve. 
Open New Years Eve. 

01446 732009 


BEN’S BARBER 
SHOP RESULTS 

IN our report of Glamorgan Artistic 
Roller Skating Club’s competition, unfor¬ 
tunately, the following Ben’s Barber Shop 
Trophy results were omitted: 

First place, Bethan Daly; second place, 
Mia Suddery; third place, Medi Western. 


AN afternoon cream 
tea party at St Athan, 
organised by 
Catherine Gore, with 
the help of friends and 
family, raised more 
than £1,500for the 
Marie Curie hospice at 
Penarth, in memory of 
her uncle, David 
Ruscoe. 

“This could not have 
been achieved without 
the generosity of people 
donating tasty home¬ 
made bakes which were 
sold on the day and 
local businesses support¬ 
ing the event with gener¬ 
ous raffle prizes, ” it was 
reported. 

“A fantastic day was 
had by all which brought 
the whole community 
together. ” 


SHIP 

INN 


Family Food at Affordable Prices 

New Autumn/Winter Menu 
Coming Soon 

served ev ery day 11 a m - 9 pm 

SUNDAY ROAST 

2 for £ 10 - Served til 9pm 
Free indoor play area for the children 

HALLOWEEN 
PARTY 

^ Friday, 26th October H 
Fancy Dress - Disco 
Fun and Games for all the family! 


CHRISTMAS DAY 

Five Courses 

Adults £22.99 - Children £4.49 

Please call for menus and bookings 


HARBOUR ROAD 
BARRY, CF625SB 
Tel. 01446 729060 


Now taking bookings for Christmas 

CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATION 
PARTIES 

2 courses £9.99 

3 courses £12.99 

Everyone attending a Christmas Party will 
receive a voucher booklet worth over 
£100 to enjoy at Hungry Horse 
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The Tall Ship Festival draws large crowds to 
Barry Waterfront - along with some pirates! 




THIS summer, the Vale has been 
blessed with a number of high-profile 
events for the public - the Wartime 
Weekend, the National Eisteddfod, the 
Vale of Glamorgan Show and, most 
recently, the annual Tall Ship Festival. 

The Vale Council arranged musical 
entertainment at Barry Waterfront to 
complement activities on the Dock. 

Local photographer, Andy Wicks, 
was on hand to provide a pictorial 
record of the weekend. 


MM 


IMAGES 
by ANDY 
WICKS 

Telephone 
07855 374478 
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PORTHCAWL’S INVITE TO 
SECRET GARDEN PARTY 


MUSIC, poetry, pirates 
and princesses will all be 
in Porthcawl town centre 
this Saturday, September 
15. 

From 2pm, the area around 
the John Street bandstand and 
James Street will be trans¬ 
formed into green space, with 
performing artists, local bands, 
children’s entertainment plus 
local food and Fairtrade drinks 
to create a garden-party atmos¬ 
phere. 

The event is being organised 
by local charity Sustainable 
Wales, SUSSED, Guttridge’s 
the Florist, Black River Arts, 
and BCBC’s arts department 
and library services. 

The afternoon is designed for 


children and after 6pm for 
over-16s. Entitled: ‘The Secret 
Garden’, it will also feature 
Sustainable Wales’ wacky 
invention: the Smoothie Bike! 

This uses your own pedal- 
power to create delicious fruit 
drinks. 

Michael Gore, project sup¬ 
port officer, said: “Children 
should don their best fancy 
dress for an afternoon of sto¬ 
ries, games, face painting and 
garden party food, with prizes 
for the best dressed pirate and 
princess. 

“Adults should bring dancing 
shoes and assign a designated 
driver, as Sustainable Wales 
will also be serving local beer 
from a Cardiff-based micro¬ 
brewery, Pimms and Fairtrade 


wine. With 22 performing 
artists, you’re sure to find 
something to your taste.” 

Zoe Morrison, a volunteer at 
SUSSED, said: “I’ll definitely 
be bringing my kids! At last, 
here’s an all-the-family event 
that makes good use of The 
Porthcawl Bandstand.” 

The organisers suggest that 
people bring their own picnic 
chairs. 

TIMES: 3pm-5pm - pirates 
and princesses party. Adults: 
7.30pm-llpm - entertainment 
from the band stand. 

The Secret Garden will also 
include: a tombola, raffle, veg¬ 
etable stall, and a stall selling 
tools to raise money for Africa - 
‘Tools for Self Reliance’ 
(http://www.tfsrcymru.org. uk/). 


PENCOED under- 
12s travelled to the 
Parish ground to 
take on a resurgent 
Maesteg side, 

which has taken on 
players from 

recently disbanded 
Maesteg Celtic. 

The home side were in 
good form after a 37-0 
win over Beddau last 
weekend. 

This was Pencoed’s 
first game of the season 
with some new recruits 
to add numbers to a side 
that only lost one game 
last season. 

Newcomers were 
Joseph Jones from Barry 
RFC, who represented 
the impressive Vale 
District Schools and, 
new to club rugby, Rhys 
Sanderson and Rhys 
Howells. 

Rhys represented the 
Welsh schoolboys with 
his new team mates 
Mikey Bosley, Josh 
Sands, Sam Costellow 

The visitors started 
off well with quick han¬ 
dling and attacked into 
the Maestegs 22. 

A kick from defence 
was returned with an 
excellent three-quarter 
attack, with Mikey 
Bosley breaking through 
the Maesteg defence and 
offloading to Sam 
Costellow, who ran in 


under the posts. 

Maesteg were com¬ 
mitted at the break¬ 
downs and were winning 
ball but there was no 
way through an impres¬ 
sive Pencoed defence. 

Tackling from Brogan 
Parish, Ethan Davies 
and Rhys Bending 
ensured turnover ball to 
let the talented backs 
create some terrific run¬ 
ning rugby. 

One such attack saw 
Tom Bending join the 
line from fullback to go 
over for Pencoed’s sec¬ 
ond try. 

Maesteg showed how 
much they have devel¬ 
oped and went on a 
marauding forwards 
attack. Phase after 
phase, they kept driving 
and went over for a well- 
deserved try. 

Pencoed settled back 
into the well-drilled side 
they are renowned for, 
and the forwards began 
to take control. Cael 
Chamberlain and Rhys 
Spurgeon and Rhys 
Bending drove the 
Maesteg players off the 
rucks time after time. 

Quick ball set those 
backs off again with 
Josh Sands busting 
through the middle to 
offload to his centre 
partner Mikey Bosley, 
who side-stepped 
through the drifting 
defence to increase the 


lead. 

Before the half time 
whistle, Tyron Harding 
picked up the ball well 
inside his half, from 
another Maesteg attack¬ 
ing mistake and broke 
through a tackle to run in 
a 60-metre try to the roar 
of the crowd. 

With some changes 
made, Pencoed started 
the second half a bit 
scrappy. This new set of 
players took time to set¬ 
tle and Maesteg were 
having the best of the 
battle at close quarters. 

Still strong in the 
tackle area,the visitors 
were not making it easy 
and Maesteg just could 
not break the gain line. 

However, Pencoed 
got back to some well- 
drilled moves and their 
forwards stepped up a 
gear. 

Cael Chanberlain, 
now at No 8, was 
impressive at he picked 
from the base of the 
scrum and drove into the 
home side. 

New boys Joseph 
Jones and Rhys 
Sanderson were commit¬ 
ted and impressive in the 
loose. 

Lineouts moves kept 
things going forward 
with pressure on the try 
line becoming more 
intense. Excellent 
defence from the home 
side kept Pencoed out 


until a superb charge 
down by Mikey Bosley, 
who gathered to go over 
for Pencoed’s fifth try 
for a final score of 33-7. 

This was a creditable 
opening victory played 
with great spirit from 
both sides. Pencoed’s 
elusive backs were too 
good for the opposition 
on the day, and the for¬ 
wards played as a unit 
and secured great ball. 
Well done lads. 

Team: Mickey Bosley, 
Josh Sands, Sam 
Costellow, Dan John, 
Jack Rowlands, Tyron 
Harding, Owain Johns, 
Ethan Davies, Ben 
Sullivan, Cael 

Chamberlain, Levi 
Davies, Rhys Spurgeon, 
Brogan Parrish, Rhys 
Bending, Tom Bending; 
subs - Ben Jones, Oliver 
Lewis, Jonathan Carr, 
loan Richards, Rhys 
Howells, Joseph Jones, 
Rhys Sanderson, Connor 
Mellish, Wil Jervis. 

MB 

UNDER-lOs WIN 

Pencoed under-10s 
faced off against 
Bridgend Athletic and 
ran out winners, 34-21. 

Tries came from Sam 
Hayman-Tucker (four), 
Kae Kriggar and Jack 
Evans, with two conver¬ 
sions from Sam. 

TR 


Pencoed under-12s open new 
season with a five-try victory 


Ath under-11s denied at death 


BRIDGEND Athletic 
under—11s welcomed 

Rumney to a sunny 
Newbridge Fields. 

The Ath started well, showing 
good hands and running the ball 
from deep. A strong run up the 
middle from Morgan Bennett saw 
him link with Dewi Harding, and 
great support from Liam Gully 
saw him outsprint the last defend¬ 
er for a great opening try. 

The next phase of play from 
the Ath showed superb teamwork, 
with the ball going through the 
hands of Will Thomas, Oli 
Raynor and Bennett before Isaac 
Watkins released Gully to score 
his second of the game. 

Rumney starting throwing the 
ball wide and were eventually 
rewarded with their first try. 

The Ath put together some 
good phases but couldn’t convert 
the pressure into points. 

The visitors ran hard at the Ath 
defence but great cover from 
Bromley and Owen Thomas kept 
them out. Ath attacked again, 
Gully came close and offloaded to 
Iwan Hill who was in touch just 


short of the line. 

The second half started with 
Rumney stepping up a gear and 
they ran through the Ath defence 
to level the game. Ath pushed 
again and Gully read the play and 
made a lovely interception, fed 
Watkins, whose quick hands to 
Sam Ralph saw him make good 
ground and give quick ball to 
Blake Dando, allowing him to 
crash over to retake the lead. 

Rumney scored next but from 
the restart, Jules Burn took clean 
ball and made good yards. Will 
Thomas thundered up field and 
Owen Thomas used great basket¬ 
ball skills to keep the ball in play, 
palming the ball back to Tom 
Jones who was held out by superb 
Rumney defence. 

Rumney cleared their lines 
only for the Ath to put a loose 
clearance kick into midfield, 
which the visitors picked up and 
sprinted clear to take the lead. 

The Ath were put under pres¬ 
sure again from the restart, and 
Rumney were starting to domi¬ 
nate at the breakdown and scored 
again. It was Bromley again for 
the Ath making the hard yards, 


and great support from Jules Bum 
saw him sprint through to score a 
well-deserved try. 

From a set piece, the Ath threw 
wide ball and Owen Thomas 
managed to smuggle the ball over 
the line to level the game. 

Rumney were awarded a 
penalty five metres out and they 
made no mistake in converting 
this opportunity and re-took the 
lead. 

Ath fought back strongly. 
Great pace from Will Thomas and 
Oli Raynor saw Dewi Harding 
score and again the Ath levelled 
the match. Rumney threw every¬ 
thing they had at the Ath defence. 

Kieran Richards and Josh 
Llewellyn showed good strength 
thwarting the main attack. Quick 
hands from Rumney saw them 
crash over again. 

They pressured again and the 
Ath failed to clear their lines, the 
visitors pouncing on the opportu¬ 
nity and scoring again in the 
dying seconds to round off a great 
game of mgby. 

Final score: Ath under-lls 
35, Rumney under-lls 40. 

LH 


Battling James 
conquers Brecon 
Beacons for DoE 



James and friends from the Barry Air Cadets (and Socks the dog) 
celebrate the end of their Brecon Beacons challenge. 



ABOVE: James prepares a treat for his 
team for the cooking part of the 
Duke of Edinburgh gold award. 


Lions launch 
charity trust 


HAVING initially 
completed the first 
half of the physical 
aspect of his Duke of 
Edinburgh (DoE) 
award in the Brecon 
Beacons in quick 
time (The GEM, 
August 23), 
Flemingstone’s 
James Yorke-Wade 
has now completed 
the 32km trek and is 
ready for the next 
challenge. 

The 25-year-old took 
on the gold award in his 
unadapted wheelchair 
with help from his 
friends at Barry Air 
Cadets, finishing on 
Sunday, September 2. 

His sister, Emily 
Yorke-Wade, told The 
GEM that James had 
performed all the 
required tasks. She said: 
“It’s good news, he com¬ 
pleted it all. In the final 
weekend he did 10k on 
the Saturday and 4k on 
the Sunday. 

“He then had to help 
supervise putting up a 
tent and had to demon¬ 
strate his cooking skills 
by cooking burgers and 
sausages for the team.” 

Good weather greeted 
the trekkers on the 
Saturday, but Sunday 
was damp and drizzly, so 
James, the eight-strong 
team of cadets, their 
DoE assessor and his 
dog Socks, had to get 
their waterproofs out. 

The former Y sgol 
Sant Curing pupil has 
cerebral palsy, as well as 
suffering from hydro¬ 
cephalus and incomplete 
lung capacity. 

He has spent seven of 
his 25 years at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, 
and spent 18 months 


AN evening of 
homegrown enter¬ 
tainment is prom¬ 
ised at Porthcawl’s 
Grand Pavilion on 
Friday, September 
14, when Paul 
Child returns to 
the venue with The 
Welsh Television 
Orchestra. 

Paul is touring the 
country’s theatres to 
mark the release of his 
two latest CDs; The 
King Of Wales and 
Other Stories and In 
Concert with The Welsh 
Television Orchestra. 

They are both 
released this month and 
will be available in all 
leading stores and 
supermarkets. 

On returning to 


from December 2010 
recovering from a severe 
bout of pneumonia. 

Given his previous 
struggles, Emily says the 
family are very proud of 
what he has achieved. 

She added: “It’s just 
another item to add to 
his list of achievements. 
It was a struggle at 
times, and he can be 
pretty stubborn, but he 
got there in the end.” 

James now has to 
complete the residential 
part of the process, and 
later this year he will 
spend four days in 
Ypres, Belgium, with 
one of his carers, Lee 
Burtle, in order to do so. 

Once he has done 
that, he will be ready to 
realise his ambition of 
attending St James 
Palace to receive his 
award from the Duke. 

He will also soon be 
starting the second year 
of his Spanish Diploma, 
and he continues to 
search for voluntary 
work to help him gain 
experience of the work¬ 
ing world. 


Porthcawl, Paul said: “I 
love the Pavilion. I first 
played there in 1989 
with my rock band, Shy 
Warrior. These days I 
have slightly less hair 
and the songs are a bit 
more middle of the 
road!” 

Joining him on the 
September 14 show will 
be Welsh television 
comedian Phil Evans. 

On this tour, Paul 
Child will also be giv¬ 
ing local up and coming 
acts the opportunity to 
perform in a theatre 
with a live orchestra. 

Rising stars Jimmy 
Webb and Laura Jayne 
Davies will also be 
performing on the 
night. 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR and 
Cowbridge Lions 
Club has 

announced the for¬ 
mation of a charita¬ 
ble trust which is 
incorporated into 
the club and will be 
the arm of the club 
which raises money 
and makes dona¬ 
tions to charitable 
causes. 

The public face of the 
club will not change and 
all activities which the 
club takes part in will not 
change, but the advan¬ 
tages of making the 
change outweigh the 
increased administration 
required. 

The changes will 
remove the ambiguity 
that previously existed 
when the club puts on 
events as to whether or 
not the club was entitled 
to charity rates when 
booking facilities or rais¬ 
ing money from dona¬ 
tions. With the formation 
of the trust, this ambigu¬ 
ity has been removed. 

The other main advan¬ 
tage is that donations can 
now attract gift aid, pro¬ 
viding the donor pays 
income tax at the stan¬ 
dard rate’. 

As the Lions Club is a 
voluntary organisation, 


all of the money placed 
into the trust will be 
available for donations 
to charitable causes, a 
certain amount of which 
will still be available for 
donation to non-charita- 
ble causes, but this will 
come from the club, 
rather than the trust. 

The Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge Lions 
Club does not have any 
events planned for this 
month, but October sees 
a full programme with a 
book sale and diabetes 
screening session in 
Llantwit Major on 
October 6, and on 
October 13, the club has 
organised a concert by 
the Caldicot Male Voice 
Choir with guest soloist 
Siriol Burford in St 
Illtud’s Church, Llantwit 
Major. 

Tickets are available 
from club members or 
Sloan & Co, The 
Precinct, Llantwit Major 
and are priced at £8 each. 

If you would like to 
know more about these 
events or about the Lions 
Club in general, contact 
the club on 0845 833 
6763 or via their website, 
www.lmandclions.org. uk 
or Facebook at 
www.facebook. com/lman 
dclions. 

DAVID EDWARDS 


Paul Child 
at the Pavilion! 
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Pencoed RFC 
edged out by 
Bryncoch 



Both packs battle for possession. 
Photograph by: JULIE HANCOCK. 


THE Pencoed play¬ 
ers lined up to hon¬ 
our front row for¬ 
ward Nicky 
Hawkins who was 
clapped onto the 
field for his 
Pencoed ‘Cap’ 
game against 
Bryncoch - the 
player having 
joined the youth 
section of the club 
at 16 years of age. 

He has now gone on 
to play 12 seasons for 
the club at senior level. 

Pencoed started well, 
wing Richie Samuel 
claiming a short kick 
ahead to touchdown in 
the comer, Marc Davies 
adding a fine conver¬ 
sion, before increasing 
the home lead to 10-0 
with a penalty. 

Pencoed then conced¬ 
ed a soft try after 
destroying a Bryncoch 
scmmmage in the 
Pencoed 22 - the visi¬ 
tors allowed to slip 
away down the blind- 
side for the score. 

The visitors then 
returned to the attack 
and drove over through 
their pack from close 
range to reduce the 
arrears to 13-12. 

Davies then put 


Depleted Phoenix lose 
to experienced ‘Sisters’ 


Bryncethin 
Youth edged 
out by Sports 


Bridgend Sports Youth 

20 

Bryncethin Youth 

12 


Defeat for 
Kenfig HiU 



ABOVE: Scott Waller looks for the break 



Tylon Mafi runs for the line. 


Mules under-11s’ 
victory at home to 
Bridgend Athletic 


PENCOED 
PHOENIX trav¬ 
elled to the Dulais 
Valley to meet a 
vastly more experi¬ 
enced Seven Sisters 
side strengthened 
by the recruitment 
of several 
Gorseinon and 
Kidwelly players. 

As anticipated this 
was to prove a hard 
match for Phoenix 
against a side fresh from 
Premier League 
involvement. 

The scoreline did not 


Bridge 

THE latest results 
for Bridgend 
Bridge Club are as 
follows: 

Wednesday 
September 5: First - 
Tony Ratcliff and Julian 
Pottage; second - Mary 
Moore and Di Jones; 
third - John Henson and 
Geoff Tinkler. 

Friday September 7: 
North South: First - 
Norma and David 
Newman; second - Dian 
Jones and Pat Cogbill; 
third - Bill Turner and 
Ray Smith. East West: 
First - John Henson and 
Terry Dolan; second - 
Vida Halford and Glyn 
Williams; third - 
Marjorie Morris and 
Linda Pinnock. 


Pencoed 16-12 in front 
after 30 minutes with a 
penalty. They increased 
their lead with No8 
Gareth Prentice forcing 
his way over following 
a scmmmage pick up. 

Approaching the 
interval Pencoed con¬ 
ceded another soft try, 
failing to deal with a 
speculative cross kick in 
their own 22, but led 
21-17 at the break. 

A yellow card for the 
home side early in the 
second half was ulti¬ 
mately to cost them the 
match, conceding two 
tries during this period 
for Bryncoch to lead 21- 
31. 

Constant late pressure 
from Pencoed brought 
them some reward with 


do justice to a Phoenix 
performance full of 
character, the second 
half try count of two 
tries to one speaking 
volumes for the com¬ 
mitment of this under¬ 
strength Phoenix side. 

Despite the outcome 
the Phoenix pack on 
occasion had the bigger 
Seven Sisters pack in 
disarray at the set 
scrummage. The front 
row of Alana 
Shakespeare, Molly 
Humphreys and Leigh 
Francis worked tireless¬ 
ly throughout, hooker 
Humphreys a valuable 


results 

There are lessons for 
beginners on Fridays at 
7pm with Graham 
Jones. All welcome. 

Contact Graham 
Jones (01446 775952), 
Steve Burgoyne (01656 
661968) or David 
Newman (01656 
649138). 

Afternoon lessons 
start on Thursday 
September 27 at 2pm, 
also at Nolton Church 
Hall. John Evans will be 
giving lessons for begin¬ 
ners and those who have 
played some bridge and 
would like to improve 
their bidding and card 
play. 

For more details con¬ 
tact John on 01656 
880372. DN 


two late tries, but unfor¬ 
tunately this was not 
enough as a couple of 
penalty chances went 
astray. 

Some consolation in 
this 33-34 defeat was 
the try bonus point 
gained along with the 
losing bonus point. 

On Saturday the team 
are away at Morriston. 

The youth team 
opened their Ospreys 
League programme at a 
higher level gaining a 
13-11 victory at 
Tonmawr with the last 
kick of the match. 

Shane Izatt and Rhys 
Williams got the 
Pencoed tries, with 
Adam Williams kicking 
the all important penalty 
goal. TR 


addition to the Phoenix 
squad. 

Second rows Hannah 
Brunskill and Beth Price 
supplemented their front 
row’s efforts, with the 
back row of Kathryn 
Stonehouse, skipper 
Marina Newth and Nat 
O’Shea getting through 
a lot of work in the 
tackle area, and O’Shea 
once again got on the 
scoresheet. 

Half backs Louise 
Jones and Robyn 
Wilkins showed good 
control, with the talent¬ 
ed Wilkins returning 
from a long-term injury 
as if she had never been 
away, slotting a tricky 
conversion from 
O’Shea’s try. 

Centres Katie 
Murphy and Amy 
Stevens, despite taking 
a couple of head high 
tackles, never shirked 
their midfield duties, 
putting in a number of 
telling tackles of their 
own. 

The Phoenix back 
three of Naiara 
Zubikari, Hannah 
Seward and Stephanie 
Niblett had very little 
opportunity in attack but 
defended well. A further 
plus for Phoenix was 
Sarah Hughes overcom¬ 
ing injury to take up the 
full back role in the 
dying minutes. 

Next up for the 
Phoenix women is the 
long journey to 
Caernarfon on 
September 23. TR 


BRYNCETHIN vis¬ 
ited Bridgend 
Sports for a highly 
entertaining pre¬ 
season friendly. 

Bryncethin started 
slowly and soon found 
themselves a try down. 
They were soon two tries 
down, after they lost 
their own lineout in their 
22 . 

This seemed to stir the 
Bryncethin team and 
they started to play some 
attractive attacking 
rugby with Corey Bater, 
Tyler Thomas and Zack 
James making some 
good breaks; however, 
the Sports defence 
remained solid. 

The final 10 minutes 
of the half saw 
Bryncethin play with 14 
men after Connor Law 
was yellow carded, but 
their defence held tight 
to end the half 10 points 
down. 

The Sports were 
quickly on the board 
again in the second half 
as from the kick off, the 
ball was moved up the 
field before going 
through the hands for a 
try out wide. 

Bryncethin responded 
with a try of their own 
after some good pressure 
in the Sports 22 resulted 
in the ball being kicked 
upfield. This was gath¬ 
ered by No. 8 Liam 
Thomas, who ran back 
up the field, offloaded to 
flanker Ryan James, and 
was there to receive the 
lob pass back and score 
in the corner. 

The Sports again 
responded with another 
try. 

Bryncethin had the 
final score after a penal¬ 
ty was awarded just out¬ 
side the Sports 22. 
Scrum-half Tom Bluck 
lined up his attackers 
and tapped the ball, did a 
dummy pass, and ran in 
unopposed under the 
posts. 

Paul Short added the 
conversion. 

Bryncethin’s man of 
the match was Connor 
Law for his impressive 
work at the break downs 
and excellent tackling. 

BRYNCETHIN 
YOUTH 
OVERRUN 
BRYNCETHIN 
youth played host 
to Kenfig Hill in 
what was a crack¬ 
ing game of rugby, 
Bryncethin coming 
up short 29-0. 

Bryncethin started the 
most spritely with some 
good charging runs by 
prop Shane Jones and 
some excellent position¬ 
al kicking by outside 
half Paul Short; unfortu¬ 
nately Kenfig Hill's 
defence was solid at 
kept them at bay. 

Kenfig Hill then start¬ 
ed to dominate posses¬ 


sion and territory but the 
whole Bryncethin team 
tackled everything that 
came their way and 
thwarted attack after 
attack. 

However with the 
half coming to a close a 
penalty was awarded 
inside the Bryncethin 22 
which was quickly 
taken. 

Connor Law looked 
to have made a try sav¬ 
ing tackle but failed to 
hold on and Kenfig 
Hill’s No.8 just man¬ 
aged to crawl over the 
line, the conversion was 
added. 

The second half start¬ 
ed much as the first had 
ended with Kenfig Hill 
dominating possession 
and territory, and their 
second try came after a 
period of pressure from 
Bryncethin resulted in a 
turnover ball which was 
kicked up field by Lloyd 
Bradley. 

Bryncethin failed to 
gather the ball which 
resulted in Kenfig Hill’s 
centre gathering the ball 
and offloading to full 
back Aaron Grabham to 
score in the corner. 

Bryncethin were 
reduced to 14 players 
with 15 minutes to go as 
centre Tyler Thomas got 
injured making another 
trademark break through 
midfield. 

Kenfig Hill used the 
extra man to wear down 
the Bryncethin defence 
and a break by their 
centre and an offload to 
Grabham gave him his 
second try; the conver¬ 
sion was also success¬ 
ful. 

Grabham got his third 
after the ball was again 
kicked on from a Kenfig 
Hill lineout and some 
confusion in 
Bryncethin’s defence 
allowed Grabham to 
gather the ball and again 
score out wide. 

With time almost out 
Lloyd Bradley made a 
sniping run down the 
touch line, but 
Bryncethin’s Paul Short 
chased him down across 
the field, tackled him 
and stole the ball, and 
that concluded a pulsat¬ 
ing match. 

Bryncethin’s man of 
the match award was 
shared between Shane 
Jones, for his powerful 
running and Paul Short 
for his tackling and 
positional kicking. 

Bryncethin entertain 
Resolven on Saturday. 

HR 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 40 

Kenfig Hill RFC 
would like to offer their 
appreciation to the para¬ 
medic and ambulance 
crew who attended to 
Curtis Kerton who suf¬ 
fered a neck injury in the 
closing moments of the 
game. 

The club would also 
like to thank the Bedwas 
first aider who assisted 
Mules first aider Gareth 
John and stayed with 
Curtis until the ambu¬ 
lance left. Happily 
Curtis was able to leave 
hospital later that 
evening. 

KENFIG 

HILL/CORNELLY 
YOUTH V 
BRYNCETHIN 
The Youth gave the 
younger members of 
their squad a run out in 
this friendly against 
Bryncethin and were 
rewarded with an 
impressive display as 
they defeated the home 
side 29-0. 

Head coach Ben John 
said he was impressed 
with the performance of 
the whole team who 
have a bright future 
ahead of them. 

Luke Griffiths gave a 
man of the match per¬ 
formance at outside half 
controlling the game 
with good performances 
by Ryan Jones, Josh 
Rowland and Ellis 
Greenslade. 

Scorers Kenfig 
Hill/Cornelly: Aaron 

Grabham (3), Evan 
Williams, Lloyd 

Bradley, Luke Griffiths 
(2 conversions). 

KENFIG HILL 
MINIS & JUNIORS 
We are looking for 
players between the 
ages of 12 and 15 to 
come and play with a 
great club. 

The club has fantastic 
facilities, fantastic 
coaches and a wonderful 
history of producing 1st 
class players. Come 
along to train on 
Wednesday evenings 
from 6pm. 

GOS 


See more 
sport online - 
visit 

bridgend 

.co.uk 

for 

GEM 

Sports 

Extra 

- your round¬ 
up of all 
your local 
sports news 


THE opening game 
of the season prom¬ 
ised to be a tough 
encounter against a 
well-drilled Mules 
side - the game did 
not disappoint in 
an end-to-end, 
entertaining specta¬ 
cle. 

The Mules started 
strongly attacking the 
Ath line, but the Ath 
defence was up to the 
initial challenge. 

Will Thomas made 
good yards with great 
strong running with 
Mason Edwards and 
Kieran Richards follow¬ 
ing suit, taking the ball 
into the Mules’ 22. 

Captain Bobby 
Bromley picked up the 
ball and powered over 
for the first try of the 
game. 

Following the restart, 
the Ath chased well and 
pressure from Jules 
Burn earned the Ath a 
scrum five metres out. A 
quick ball out to Will 
Thomas saw him crash 
over for the Ath’s sec¬ 
ond try. 

This try seemed to 
inspire the Mules into 
action. After many 
phases of play, they 
found themselves just 
short of the Ath line. 

A tap penalty finally 
resulted in the Mules 
pulling one back. The 


Mules pushed hard for 
the equaliser, and anoth¬ 
er tap penalty saw them 
crash over to level the 
scores. 

Again, good hands 
from Edwards saw the 
ball reach Oli Raynor to 
see the Ath retake the 
lead. The Mules fired 
up the game once more 
and scored a lovely try 
out wide to level the 
scores at half time. 

The second half start¬ 
ed much like the first, 
with both teams playing 
some good rugby. The 
Mules threw a wide ball 
and their speedy winger 
ran in a great try to take 
the lead. 

The next phase of the 
game was a scrappy 
affair with both teams 
making handling errors. 

Good pressure from 
Emyr Anthony gave the 
Ath possession. A good 
clearance kick from 
Liam Gully finally saw 
the Ath make ground up 
field. 

The Mules threw 
everyone forward, but 
some solid defence from 
the Ath prevented a fur¬ 
ther score. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 20 

Bridgend Athletic 15. 
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New and existing customers ■ ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Half Price Sky for 6 months • Unlimited Broadband for 6 months 
Free Unlimited Calls for 6 months • Free Cashback with Sky HD or Multiroom 
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CALL 

PAUL WILLIAM3 


C«rtH«d? Pokfl Ch«c<id* 
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01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


3 for 2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
* Blinds 

•Shutters 

•Awnings ( SOlar 
Canopies bhods 


32 IB www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
“■ V COVERING ALL AREAS J 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 




TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


Barry Aerials The Aerial Man 



Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALEA|L 




Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

Poor Reception Fixed 
K\ * • OAP Discounts 

Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

^ Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BARRY & VAlf DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOURDAMP PROBLEMS 



VALE BLINDS,waes)Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu B lin ds 


B 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


Mlkafog] 


BUILDING SERVICES 



I Electrical and plumbing work underaken by gas 
safe and NIC accredited personnel. 

I Full design and planning service. 

I Free estimates given. 

I Roofing and plastering work. 

I All general building work considered. 

I House extensions a speciality. 

Tel 07973 469382 

SERVING THE VALE 
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GRAB I 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

nnMT • New Build • Extensions 
rfikhtfTini’fffl * Driveways • Tarmac 
• Drop Kerbs 





01446 700535 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 




W Hits wood 

Rf ' we \ 

5rpTn?ry ver y9»od! 
Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


LdasjjjJJM: 


GUTTER CLEANING 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 



Advertise your Company in The* GEM 01446 774484 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


QV GRIFFITHS 
■m. CARPENTRY 

All Aspects of 
Carpentry Work 
Undertaken 
Internal & External 


5S.C.D 

Carpentry 

• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
• Kitchens 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 
Call Steve on 
07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

m 


HO Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 



CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930 157952 or 
01446 737695 / 739603 


VOLE CARPETS 

76 e (Packet Stuxfe 
t/uit corner to cf<Uc 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 

The 

GEM 
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NH 


Painter & 
Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 



www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


|D.GULUVER“iri 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
t No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
I Mobile: 07914 056255 



r<r<^riC7/7>/^ 

• Clean, Tidy & Reliable y rrw ,_, t - nvt s 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ Commercial 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering .commercial 

01446 771137 & Quotation 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 



Advertise your Company in 

01446 774484 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 




/REiFIT 

** (Established Family Business) 


Repair 
Spec alists 


Locksmiths! 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 

www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 




S.M.yaughan 

■|« eii: 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, iy Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

“l"-“ 

ri Domestic 
I | Installer 

I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domest 


Fuse Board 
Replacement 

From £349 + vat 

• 

Electrical Safety Inspection 
available for homes & businesses 


1 All electrical work undertaken 

• Installations * Repairs 

• Fault Finding 

• Maintenance 

01446 733773 HAPTT 
07816 091425 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


7he 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 






Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


U I L D r 


ELECTRICIAN 

New Fuse Board from £295 (no VAT) 
Part P Compliant 
Rewire & New Build Specialist 
All electrical work undertaken 

Email: info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


01446771655 -jj 
07922 452655 | 


Approved Contractor 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines., Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
® Bridgend 659354 g 07974 120082 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


nr 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

Driveways • Patios • Fencing • Decking 
Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


info< 


dlandscapeservices.co.uk 




fMmrjun ^ 

Uortjcuttur* 

SALES • SERVICE * REPAIRS • SPARES 
lawn woweivs - woc-oms • chainsaws 
smwrtHi - utocit cvrttAt 
AMD GARDEN ACCESSORIES 

RtHG NOW FOR SOME GREAT DEALS 

Mott nufcM itrric*d and repaired 

V*l« Buntrw«« Part, Llandqw, 
Coabodga CF71 7PF £ 


T«fc 01446 775662 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 





Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 

LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 
Service & Breakdowns 

for all 

Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified 
indentured Service Engineers 


Call 01446 772444 




K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, car¬ 
pet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


More Plumbing Services 
on next page 


NEED A 
GARDENER? 

Reliable/ 
Fair Prices 
Call Sarah or Max on 

01446 737277 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


EMiffOQ _ 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


M f Plastering 
Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


jyj-vJDaa I 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


DCflumbmj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 


iMMt emu*** 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


#1 


01446 

794266 
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BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


G k /vi Plumbing & Heating 

— ** ™ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ttM 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. — 
Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


J P EDWARDS 

plumbing * 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators No 


01444 790127 

!«.»» iJMMtt ■> 


07710 005526 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 
07956 887536 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982" 
or 01446 753503 



01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

f'TJ. |ii 
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ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 



INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD, 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger 
Available 

o 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


uuca lavvHi ci a j 

Hire 

We 

r I 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists -Ajlp 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301 ^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www. m iddleton roof i ng.co.uk 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 

for Barry & The Vale 
POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 
80% of Waste Recycled 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 



Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


REMOVE RECYCLE RE-USE 

-- M 


Abacus 


.Stop 


Hire 


Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Mattresses £10 extra 

Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



L Rich’s S.O.M. 

' Patient, friendly, 
reliable instructor 
with 10 years 
experience. 


1st 10 hours £99 


07812 564378 


Ihe 

43,000 copies 
distributed to 
your potential 
customers 
throughout 
the Vale 

01446 

774484 




© 

Driving School Ltd 


• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 


• One week crash courses including test 


• Automatic Vehicles now available 

m 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


f Established oygr 23years 

•TiUstyLe 

^ —S Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

n 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05 @ hotmail.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



DH Solutions-Cash 4 Scrap 


FROM £5 TO £50,000 
PAID FOR METALS 


We buy all non-ferrous & precious metals. 
We also buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant 
We will beat any price locally for: 
Copper, Armoured Cable, 
Household Wire, Brass, Lead, 
Stainless Steel, Elecric Motors, 
Lead Acid Batteries, 
Catalytic Converters, DPF Filters, 
Gold and Silver 

Free collection for all metals and vehicles. 


£150 MINIMUM 
ANY VEHICLE 


For the latest prices or to arrange a visit, 
please call us 24 hours 
www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 08453 047117 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


^3222 tSEffiElD 



Avoid the cell • 

USE A&U 



We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus. Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 


Ww wit bawl mny print Inraity lor Cnpprr. 
Lend. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steal 
Hou&thoftd Wire. Armour CtfAe. «fcc. 

- Wm catlffct: 

insurant* or 3m party 
wrifvufK • Car STmAA 
FngirwN A OtHirtxwm 



Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 



LICENSED FACILITY: I 
^STILL OPEN FOR BUSINESS I 


Enquiries 01446 792669 or 07966171840 




SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


Wooden Bunk 
Bed 

With desk and shelves. 

Very sturdy and 
excellent condition, 79” 
long, 39” wide, 45” high. 

£60.00 

01446 773264 37 


G-Plan Three 
Piece Suite 

Consists of 2 seater 
settee, recliner and 
chair. Beige mix 
material, 4 months old. 

Cost £1,500, sell £800 
01446 408078 37 


TOWER 

SCAFFOLDING 

Bankrupt stock, new 
galvanized, 6ftx4ft, 20ft 
working height, 
complete with cross 
braces, bass plates, 
hand rails. £225. 
07836 270723 
Free delivery 3?m 


Double Sofa Bed 

Winter white - as new 

£150 

Highly polished 
large coffee table 

mixed brown colours 

£70 ono 

01656 745763 „ 


2 Seater Sofa 

Recliner, mink 
colour, one year old. 
Perfect condition. 
(Can deliver locally) 

£300 

01446 739333 QK 


Art Deco Tiled 
Fi regate 

with 

mahogany 
surround -£120 
01446 713182 


Twin Stacker 
Beds (3ft) 

As new, cost £470, 
sell £95. 

Roland HP-2C Piano 
& Stool. Virtually new, 
bargain £650. 
01446 679171 „ 




3 Seater Settee, 
Armchair 
and Stool 

Navy leather, good 
condition. 

£80 ono 
01446 710842 


Genuine Pine 
Bookcase 

3 shelves 
(adjustable). 
H36” W32” Dll” 
Cost £113. 
Excellent condition, 
will take £60 
01446 740275 36 


Stairlift 

New £800. 

Leather 
Reclining 
Chair New £400 
01656 890489,. 


Extending 
Dining Table 

with 6 chairs, 

2 of which carvers 

£75.00. 

01446 792217 
or 07523 950742. 



2005 Yamaha 
49cc Moped 

Tax May 2013, MOT 
April 2013, FSH, 

2 owners, 6,000 miles. 

£700 

01446 793618 


Y Reg 

Citroen Xsara 
Picasso XS 2.0 
Litre Diesel 

140k, 6 months Tax/MOT 
One owner from new. 

£950 

01446 795944 „ 


Renault Clio 
Automatic 1.6 

22,500 miles, 
one lady owner 

£2,975 

01446 772549 
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NEWS UPDATE FROM THE BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL I 


The Cowbridge & Western Vale Group Practice 
Practice Nurse Vacancy 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a motivated 
experienced Practice Nurse to join our practice. 
Excellent interpersonal skills and the highest clinical 
standards. Grade depending on experience. 

For informal discussion telephone 01446 772383 

Medical Receptionist 

Part time flexible person required for unspecified hours. 
A smart appearance and excellent communication 
skills essential. 

For both posts please apply in writing to: 

Mrs Patrica Hold 
Cowbridge Health Centre 
The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge CF71 7DA 

Closing date for applications Friday, October 1st. 


Yob 


MAVIS AUSTIN 

3 wstfbM A]il my ^mMy, 

Itei sill my 

m\rd ft® imy 

p&Ffty - WlvAf 

A special mention to Jack Austin for his 
18th Birthday on September 21st 

©®dl JMm® |f®m JMM Mmm ftfti® 



To see your 



in The GEM, 
please contact 
us on 

01446 774484 
or via e-mail at 
gemsales® 
tindlenews 
.co.uk 




New faces for a new term 
- and a new school year! 

LEFT: 

The new year-7 
pupils looked 
incredibly smart 
in their uniforms 
as they began 
their first day 
with a special 
assembly at 
Barry 

Comprehensive 
School. 



BARRY Comprehensive 
School welcomed lots of new 
faces at the start of the new 
school year. 

The year-7 pupils looked incredibly 
smart in their uniforms as they began 
their first day with a special assembly. 

After plenty of information, advice 
and encouragement they set off to have 
their photographs taken before finding 
their way to their new classrooms. 

After the GCSE results in the sum¬ 
mer, there was a huge queue of stu¬ 
dents ready to sign up to join the sixth 
form, so it was no surprise to see 
another massive intake into year-12. 

Students from the local secondary 
schools chose to continue their studies 
at Barry Comprehensive and were 
joined by students from Germany, 
Italy, Norway, Slovakia and Spain. 

The new sixth formers followed an 
induction programme focussing on 
team building and aims and aspira¬ 
tions. 


The school is also proud to welcome 
a new group of teaching staff this 
September. The new group includes 
experienced staff and newly qualified 
teachers. 

We are extremely pleased with the 
high calibre of the new appointments 
and feel sure the new staff members 
will contribute greatly to their individ¬ 
ual departments and to school life in 
general. 

Students and staff were particularly 
pleased to welcome their new head 
teacher, Gerard McNamara, as he offi¬ 
cially began his new post. Mr 
McNamara commented: “I am very 
excited to begin working at Barry 
Comprehensive. 

“It is a successful community school 
that has a family feel which is a very 
important part of its identity. In 
school, everyone has an opportunity to 
succeed and I will strive to ensure all 
students achieve their utmost.” 

AC 



Some of the new teachers joining Barry Comprehensive School 


The Vale MP reveals BIBLES PRESENTED 
worrying data on delay TO LOCAL MAYORS 


in cancer treatment 





R eader Mr 
G Smith, of 
Llantwit 

Major, responded 
in last week’s GEM 
to my previous arti¬ 
cle that highlighted 
the failure of the 
Welsh Government 
to meet cancer 
waiting time targets 
and which reported 
that the waiting 
times in England 
are much better. 

Firstly, I very much 
respect Mr Smith’s 
points relating to the 
structure of the NHS 
and pay tribute to his 
principled position. I 
have had the pleasure of 

Birthday 

celebrations 

AT a special tea 
party on August 20 
at the Paget Rooms, 
members of the 
Penarth Tea Dance 
Association cele¬ 
brated the birth¬ 
days of Iris (99) and 
Reg (80). 


meeting Mr Smith in the 
past, and appreciate his 
strong beliefs. 

However, my article 
in The GEM focused on 
outcomes such as the 
delay to receive cancer 
treatment, or to see a 
specialist. 

My research was 
prompted by an increase 
in the numbers of peo¬ 
ple that have contacted 
me worried about the 
wait they are experienc¬ 
ing. 

Official data shows 
that the waiting times in 
Wales are alarming. 

It is tragic that in 
Wales many people are 
waiting longer than two 
months before seeing a 
cancer specialist, after 
referral from a GP. 

In England, the target 
waiting time is one 
month or less. 

Since my GEM arti¬ 
cle, I have been asked 
by other constituents to 
query their cancer care 
and to push for access 
to other drugs and treat¬ 
ment that are readily 
available to patients in 
England, but not here in 
Wales. 


Again, the latest fig¬ 
ures show that the 
Welsh Government 
spends £2,905 per inci¬ 
dence on cancer drugs, 
where the UK average 
is £3,398 per case. 

I hope this highlights 
that I am not focused on 
structures. 

This week, I called 
for a debate in 
Parliament to consider 
the different approaches 
to cancer care across all 
the nations of the UK. 

I highlighted to the 
Minister that if you live 
in the Vale (or anywhere 
in Wales) you are likely 
to wait longer for treat¬ 
ment, will not have 
ready access to new 
drugs as is the case in 
England and, tragically, 
face lower mortality 
rates. 

I hope readers will 
support my campaign 
challenging the Welsh 
Government to support 
our doctors and nurses 
to deliver better cancer 
treatment. 

Alun Cairns, 

MP for the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 



THE Vale Mayor, Court 
Eric Hacker, recently wel¬ 
comed local town mayors 
to the Mayor’s Parlour in 
the Town Hall, where 
they were presented with 
Bibles by the area chair¬ 
man of Gideons 
International, Mr Gareth 
Rees. 

In the photo (above) are, 
left to right: Coun Les 
Sword, Barry Town Mayor; 
Coun Eric Hacker; Mr 
Gareth Rees, Gideons 
International; Coun Ann 
Matthews, Llantwit Major 
Town Mayor and Coun 
Phillip Rapier, Penarth 
Town Mayor. 


SUPPORT FOR 
CARNIVAL PLAN 

I WRITE to express my support for 
moves to bring back the Barry 
Carnival. 

Local boy Dean Snooks is trying to get 
people together to form a carnival committee 
and I think this would be a brilliant idea. Not 
only would it be good fun, but it would also 
boost community spirit. 

Many people have very many happy 
memories of the carnival, including myself, 
and it would be great if we could see it 
again. 

Perhaps there may be a local business 
who would like to come forward and spon¬ 
sor the event to help get it off the ground? If 
anyone is interested will they please give me 
a call on 01446 744792. 

Coun Robert Bertin, 

Barry 
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THERE'S MORE 
TO A TOYOTA 



TOYOTA 


ALWAYS A 

BETTER JAY 



- 


J 

W — 



year 

I TOYOTA 
' WARRANTY 


0 % &/E 


ADD 0n AVG0 Fire 

#\ I In and Varis Edition 

Represe !.itiu*e’ As i. 4 v Kil.U'.riiQ v**t -i 1 RAV 4 


ORDER YOUR NEW 62 REG NOW 


To arrar^e d teat drive (.untact ui on the detar!* beluu;. 


NU62 REG 


Toyota UJorld (Bridgend) 
Tondjftoad Hndgmd 

Tel 01GS6 8SB33 4 
-,‘tuuj.toyataiuorld toycta.co.uk 


£4«*« 1J0WT 1 U»« 111.64* i*4**01fb* IJClWT cwt^UlbYi r**.*^^ p**| fopr+t* 0% AfM 

on nm ratal nln rf Tarti T2 a%4 AYCO lancfcjdaf trtry adtrwti batmar 2 Jaly $rm 50 S«pt*rt«r ire r*f^it*r»4 fYwcaJ tfcra^i 

Ttfota r mwjI trrat fer^V tkrrfiMratV fjwr. Wnv^ nilSU?hrtrv *IX Oararlvv All? nn«* y»Bi Arr#**Tn*«t» IKP)pbn «tt>OK IMrarttW to Flr*at* 

t»s TdytU N^ulStwico I*h««mK«Nvn^««A ly?r/UkUO)rW«(V(> 

—inti MljMtlnfcwinwli— ifrif 

Official fuel Consunrfrdon Figures in mpg (VlOOunX Yam Edition UO WM3 Ooot manuat urban 48.7 (5.8), Extra Urban 6ST (4J), Combined 58.9 <4.8). 
CO? Emissions lllQ/km; AYXiO Ftre 1.0 WT-15 door manual: Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 74 J <3.BX Combined 45.7 (4.5). CO? Emissions 99q Atm. 
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Kart club turn up heat in meeting 


DESPITE overcast 
conditions in the 
height of summer, 
Llandow Kart 
Club’s champi¬ 
onship programme 
continued to turn 
up the heat as the 
regular classes were 
joined by Formula 
Blue for the August 
meeting. 

Five Bambino drivers 
opened the proceedings, 
with regulars Shayne 
Clarke, Jakob 
Chamberlain, Brooklyn 
Thomas and Matthew 
Rees all achieving 
another gold award, 
while Oliver Thomas 
added another silver 
level reward. 

While a little down on 
recent numbers, the 
combined Cadet classes 
still boasted 20 runners, 
but found themselves 


merged for the duration 
of the meeting on this 
occasion. The Comer- 
powered runners were 
headed by Tom 
Rawlings and Lewis 
Griffiths in the heats, 
before the latter backed 
up his two earlier wins 
with further success in 
the final. Rawlings 
joined him on the podi¬ 
um, coming home just 
0.021 secs shy of the 
win, while Tommy 
Foster completed the 
podium after crossing 
the line in seventh place. 

The bigger Honda 
Cadet class saw Rosses 
Thomas and Deal come 
home at the head of the 
field in the heats, but it 
was reigning Welsh 
champion Hugo Holmes 


who came out on top 
when it mattered in the 
main event. Deal was 
second in the final, 
ahead of Ethan Ling and 
Alex Rees, with Thomas 
only fifth as the class 
again proved to be close¬ 
ly matched. 

Just four drivers 
turned out in Honda 
Junior but, in the 
absence of season-long 
frontrunner Ben Stevens, 
the way was open for 
some of his pursuers to 
get the rare taste of vic¬ 
tory. Tom Ford claimed 
the first two heats, but 
Thomas Croydon came 
out on top third time 
around, and then repeat¬ 


ed the feat in the final to 
claim his first winner’s 
trophy. Ford was only a 
couple of seconds adrift 
at the flag, with Patrick 
Hill a little further back 
as he completed the 
podium while still on his 
novice plates. Fellow 
rookie Cristiano 
Nardone gained further 
experience as he contin¬ 
ued to edge closer to his 
rivals. 

Regular frontrunner 
Ross Chell returned to 
the Junior TKM fray, 
and showed the class 
that had been missing in 
July as he romped to a 
clean sweep of wins in 
the heats. However, it all 


went wrong for the 
champion in the final as 
he crossed the line in 
seventh place after drop¬ 
ping to the tail of the 
field on lap two. Ryan 
Edwards was quick to 
capitalise, taking the win 
ahead of fellow July 
frontrunners Louis 
Griffiths-Walker and 
Yousuf Ashraf. 

Junior and Mini Max 
again merged to form a 
six-kart grid, with 
novice Ceran Sokhi turn¬ 
ing the tables on Jodie 
Handford to sweep the 
latter over the course of 
the day. Steven 
Handford returned from 
national championship 


action to claim the first 
two heats in Junior Max, 
but failed to finish the 
third race and then had 
to watch Rob Ellis 
repeat at PI in the final 
as he failed to complete 
a lap. Ellis, who had also 
come out on top in July, 
was chased home by 
Toby Allen, who fin¬ 
ished a couple of sec¬ 
onds down, while Elliot 
Hagerty completed the 
podium after comfort¬ 
ably seeing off Oliver 
O’Flaherty for third 
spot. 

With Senior Honda 
numbers down from 
recent double figure 
offerings, there was little 
to prevent reigning 
champion Simon Evans 
from sweeping the board 
with four wins. Monty 
Gorringe (twice) and 
Danny Griffiths led the 
pursuit, sharing the sec¬ 
ond place results in the 
heats, and it was the lat¬ 
ter who maintained his 
form into the final, 
claiming runners-up 
honours despite coming 
home ten seconds adrift 
of Evans. Nicolas Rees 
completed the podium, 
ahead of veteran Paul 
Saunders, with Gorringe 
rounding out the top 
five. 

Senior Max was once 
again open for someone 
to take advantage of 
pacesetter Josh Codings’ 
absence, and it was 
Matthew Dowers who 
came out on top three 
times from four, only 
missing out in heat one, 
when the visiting Scott 
Rose claimed the hon¬ 
ours. Rose was also third 


in race two, behind 
stand-out novice Harry 
Cobbold, before taking 
P2 third time around, but 
it was David Entwistle 
who led the challenge to 
Dowers in the main 
event, bouncing back 
from a low-key start to 
the weekend and a DNF 
in heat three. Rose com¬ 
pleted the podium, ahead 
of Sebastian Hutchinson. 

The Max 177 class 
was back to just two 
runners this month, with 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Rugby Club are 
delighted to announce 
a new season of 
Major Mini Maulers, 
which is now in its 
third season at 
LMRFC. 

The innovative pro¬ 
gramme, which is deliv¬ 
ered by WRU-qualified 
coaches, is run by the 
club’s mini and junior 
section. It aims to intro¬ 
duce children aged two 
to five to the key skills 
and, most importantly, 
the joy of playing rugby. 

The sessions are on 
Sundays for children 
aged two and three at 
10am, followed by a ses¬ 
sion for four and five- 
year-olds at 11am. 

There will be an 
opportunity for parents 
to register their children 
for the coming season 
before the sessions. 

The club run Mini 


Simon Wheeler getting 
the better of reigning 
champion Wayne Stone 
on three occasions, only 
missing out in the open¬ 
ing heat. 

The month’s ‘guest’ 
championship, Formula 
Blue, saw its heats 
shared between Chris 
Derrick, Duncan 
McCleod and junior 
class graduate Sam 
Dible, before Derrick 
returned to the head of 
the field in the final, 
leading his fellow heat 
winners home in the 
order of their earlier suc¬ 
cess. 


Maulers on a purely 
non-commercial basis. 
There are no session 
charges, and the club 
offer a junior member¬ 
ship to Mini Maulers for 
£20 for the season. 

The Mini Mauler pro¬ 
gramme is designed to 
allow children to enjoy 
an early introduction to 
rugby in a fun and safe 
environment with age 
appropriate equipment. 

It allows them to devel¬ 
op the key skills of 
rugby; passing, running, 
catching and kicking. 

Parents and grandpar¬ 
ents are also encouraged 
to take part in the ses¬ 
sions. Last season we 
had more than 90 chil¬ 
dren registered and 
enjoying the sessions at 
Llantwit Major RFC. 

For more information, 
contact: trocartim@btin- 
ternet.com, or 07876 
567509. 

Tim Jones 



Golf vets hold fundraiser 
for leukaemia research 


IN what has become an annu¬ 
al event, the veterans of St 
Athan Golf Club held a chari¬ 
ty golf event in aid of 
Leukaemia Research Appeal 
for Wales. 

A total of 102 golfers competed 
throughout the day, many coming 
from around south Wales. 

In contrast to last year’s dire 
weather, this year we were blessed 
with glorious sunshine for the whole 
of the day’s play. The matches com¬ 
menced at 7.42am with the competi¬ 
tors playing a four ball better ball sta- 
bleford competition. 

The winners were as follows: First 
- Mr M Hogan and Mr G Lee (St 
Athan), 44 points; Second - Mr C 
Auterson and Mr R Morgan (St 
Athan), 42 points; Mr T McCarthy 
and Mr T Wooding (Cottrell), 40 
points. 


There were four twos awarded - G 
Lee (St Athan), N Weir (St Athan), S 
Jennings (St Athan) and JWG Morgan 
(St Athan). The longest drive went to 
Mrs R O’Carroll (St Athan). Nearest 
the pin went to Mr M Whilding (St 
Athan) on the sixth hole. 

Following the evening raffle and 
auction of items kindly donated by 
members of the veterans’ captain, Mr 
Peter Purnell, presented a cheque for 
£2,000 to Professor Christopher 
Fegin, head of department for 
Leukemia Research Wales at UHW 
Cardiff. He thanked everyone that 
took part for the very generous dona¬ 
tion. 

Sincere thanks to all the local busi¬ 
nesses for their sponsorship in this 
very successful day. 

Hywel Phillips-Morgan 
(Veterans’ Society secretary) 


CRAIG 

LLEWELLYN 


Mini Maulers 
are back again 


THIS IS A PUBLIC INFORMATION ADVERT 

DID YOU KNOW THAT DRIVING ON ONE 
ILLEGAL TYRE COULD MEAN THREE POINTS 
ON YOUR DRIVING LICENCE. 


FOUR TYRES IS A POSSIBLE BAN 
AND A FINE OF UP TO £2,000. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT BUYING PART WORN TYRES 
COULD INVALIDATE YOUR INSURANCE (THROUGH 
AGE AND INCORRECT FITMENTS) WHICH COULD 
MEAN A VERY EXPENSIVE ACCIDENT . 



SO GET YOUR VEHICLE CHECKED 
YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE! 

JUST CALL IN OR 
TELEPHONE US. 

IT’S FREE IF YOU ARE LEGAL 

SO BE SAFE, BE SURE 
AND STAY THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF THE LAW. 


NOW! 



BARRY TYRE CENTRE 



Where good quality costs you less. 


on...keep it loc « 

HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF634HU 
01446 745888 


I - we won’t be beaten! 


LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY CF634PS 
01446 737447 



www.batrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

All major credit cards accepted Saturday 8.30am - 3.30pm 
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main road, church village, pontypridd, cfi 

01443 201616 

www.roadrunnerparts.net 
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IS BMW’S HYBRID NEWCOMER SET 
TO TOPPLE THE CHAMPS AT LAST? 


MOTORING WITH 
TIM SAUNDERS 





/ 

The BMWActiveHybrid 5 is challenging 
the best hybrids on the market. 


F OR the past 
decade or so, 
Toyota and 
Honda have 
reigned supreme in 
the world of the 
hybrid. 

But are they set to be 
toppled now that the 
luxury market has final¬ 
ly embraced this tech¬ 
nology? There are now 
offerings from Audi, 
Mercedes and BMW. 

Fresh from its spon¬ 
sorship of the London 
Olympics 2012, BMW 
has entrusted me with 
its Active Hybrid 5; a 5- 
series with a three-litre 
straight six turbo petrol 
engine coupled to a 
54hp electric motor. 

The high-perform¬ 
ance lithium-ion battery, 
which resides at the 
back of the reasonably 
sized boot, is charged 
whenever the BMW 
ActiveHybrid 5 is brak¬ 
ing, with the electric 
motor performing the 
role of a generator. 

At speeds up to 
37mph this 5 series uses 
electric power, making 
it pollution-free around 
towns. However, any 
incline resulting in 
acceleration sees the 
engine take charge. 

The operating status 
of the powertrain is dis¬ 
played in the instrument 
cluster and on the 


iDrive central control 
unit’s screen. 

It’s got to be one of 
the fastest hybrids 
around, reaching 60mph 
from standstill in just 
6.4 seconds, and on to a 
top speed of 155mph. 
This means that you can 
overtake in places that 
you would never nor¬ 
mally consider. 

When the accelerator 
is kicked to the floor, 
it’s like a scolded cat 
and there’s a raspy, rac¬ 
ing car-type note 
released from the 
exhausts. 

But surely the point 
of a hybrid is to be 
super environmentally- 
friendly and efficient? It 
is, therefore, irksome to 
find out that it only 
returns 44mpg and 
makes me question the 
logic behind this vehi¬ 
cle. 

The point, according 
to the German car 
maker, is that the 
ActiveHybrid 5 delivers 
similar performance to 
its 535i but has 16 per 
cent lower fuel con¬ 
sumption and C02 
emissions. 

Its engine stop-start 
doesn’t always come on 
when the vehicle pulls 
up at the lights, though. 
Perhaps the comments I 
make on my video at 
testdrives.biz are a little 
unfair. 

A fully charged elec¬ 


tric motor allows the 
‘Beemer’ to travel about 
three miles. It takes 
around five minutes to 
fully charge the battery 
from empty. 

It is claimed that 
careful driving can actu¬ 
ally see the BMW cover 
650 miles on its 67-litre 
tank. Try doing that in a 
535i. 

This year is the 40th 
anniversary of the popu¬ 
lar 5 series and, in com¬ 
mon with most other 
cars on Britain’s roads, 
and the population as a 
whole, the sixth genera¬ 
tion model has grown in 
size. 

With its purposeful 
nose, trademark double 
kidney grille and ‘bling’ 


17-inch alloy wheels, 
it’s certainly eye-catch¬ 
ing. 

From inside the cock¬ 
pit, the distinctive, long 
bonnet is quite a focal 
point. As long as the 
driver has the key on 
them, if they lift a 
locked door handle, it 
will automatically open. 

While its interior is 
well above average in 
terms of build quality, it 
is lacklustre and pre¬ 
dictable - plenty of 
black rubber, plastic and 
leather. But it’s nice to 
see strips of brushed 
aluminium, which break 
the monotony. A neat 
touch is the leather- 
topped centre armrest 
that splits in two when 


opened. Rear occupants 
have a comfortable 
existence. 

Its eight-speed 
Steptronic automatic 
gearbox is simple to 
use. Similar to Peugeot 
there is a head up dis¬ 
play, which projects the 
travelling speed onto 
the inside of the wind¬ 
screen and only the 
driver can see it. 

One qualm is that if 
the driver wants to 
check the odometer they 
have to make a point of 
leaning forward in order 
to peer over the steering 
wheel - the digital read¬ 
ing should be higher up. 

In a £47,000 car I 
expect both heated and 
cooled front seats but 
only get my first wish, 
which is unfortunate as 
leather does get sticky 
in hot weather. 

The ActiveHybrid 5 
has highlighted the vari¬ 
ety of cruise controls 
now available. 

Generally, there are 
three types, let’s call 
them gold, silver and 
bronze for sake of argu¬ 
ment. 

Gold sets the speed, 
measures the distance of 
the vehicle in front and 
reacts accordingly, 
braking and accelerating 
as appropriate thanks to 
clever radars - this is 
found in Rolls Royce, 
Jaguar and Volvo cars. 

For silver, remove 


the radars but the sys¬ 
tem still keeps the 
engine at the desired 
speed no matter what 
the incline - this can be 
found in the Skoda 
Fabia. 

Basic bronze is for 
flat roads - show it a 
downward hill and it 
will gain speed, while it 
will lose speed travel¬ 
ling up it, as in the 
Renault Megane. 

This BMW has the 
middle system, operated 
by a control at the left 
of the steering wheel. It 
can be used at speeds of 
20mph and above. 

Given the continual 
change in traffic speed, 
for me this system 
results in pins and nee¬ 
dles in my left hand. I 
find the speed limiter 
easier to handle. 

Arguably, the BMW 
adds a new dimension 
to the hybrid market; 
while it’ll travel further 
on its battery than a 
Toyota Prius or Honda 
Insight and charges 
quicker, the overall 
economy figures need 
improving. Diesels still 
win hands down for 
those seeking frugality. 

Combined economy: 
44.1mpg; 

Emissions: 149 g/km; 

Road tax: £155 a 
year; 

0-60mph: 6.4secs; 

Top speed: 155mph 
(limited). 


Battlecat wins 


EVAN WILLIAMS’ five-year-old Battlecat 
was an easy winner of the novices’ hurdle 
at Fontwell Park on Sunday. 

Well ridden by 3lb claiming jockey Adam Wedge, 
Battlecat, who had been runner-up in his two previ¬ 
ous races, was prominent throughout and won by 
15 lengths from Dubai Glory. 

__ BRIAN LEE 

Bryn’s winner 


EVERGREEN Bryn 
Palling, who trains at 
Tredodridge in the 
Vale, had a welcome 
winner when his three- 
year-old Gipsy Rider 
landed the Casino At 
Bet365 Handicap over 
six furlongs at 
Chepstow last Friday. 

Gipsy Rider, who was 
ridden by Cathy 
Gannon, won by three 
quarters of a length 
from course specialist 


Two Turtles Doves, the 
9-2 favourite, in a field 
of 15 runners. 

Bryn, who has a good 
record of winners at 
Chepstow, was saddling 
his first winner for more 
than 200 days. 

Gipsy Rider was the 
second leg of a double 
for Gannon, who had 
earlier won on John 
Spearing’s Croeso 
Mawr. 

BRIAN LEE 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Supers 

• Trenets 

• VW Trvapoden 

• SprulerB 

• Jumbo Vans 

• Luton Remo** 

• Vans 

• Trpper trucks 

• Cr*M t oat> dfoptUas 




Full detail* «va4ab!e on our ttotosita 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 
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07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 
Dynamique Auto 5-dr 

Met gold, 23,234 miles from new 

£4,295 


58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 
38,000 miles 

£10,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 
4.0L 

Black with black leather, LPG, gas conversion 

£3,495 


09 TOYOTA Yaris 
1.3 TR 

Red, 34,000 miles, high spec example 

£6,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


56 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 3-dr 

Yellow, 43,000 miles, 
£30 road tax, low insurance 

£3,795 



04 NISSAN X-Trail 2.5 Sport 

in platinum metallic, 81,000 miles, 

1 owner, fsh, pan roof, etc. 

£4,395 



10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i 
Music 5-dr (100) 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



59 FORD Kuga 2.0 Diesel Titanium 4WD in met 

grey, 38,000 miles with full pan roof.£15,695 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 
black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£10,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 

mile diesel with multispoke alloys .£8,995 

06 CHRYSLER 300 CRD Auto. In silver with grey 
leather, 54,000 miles, diesel at .£8,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, 30 road tax, low insurance .£7,995 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i Music 5-dr (100). In bright 

met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

09 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR. In red, 34,000 miles, high 

spec, example, £30 road tax.£6,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr SX black, 
39,000 miles, £20 road tax + diesel economy . . . 

.£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc.£6,995 

08 FORD Mondeo 2.5 Titanium X Turbo 5-dr. 
silver birch met with leather, 69,000 miles . .£6,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 3-dr. In black, 19,000 

miles, 1 owner, great looking car.£6,795 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 

miles, low insurance .£5,995 

56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi SRi Coupe. In met 

grey, 69,000 miles, fsh.£5,995 

06 VW Golf+ 1.9TDi Sport in silver metallic, 77,000 

mile diesel at .£5,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles .£5,995 

06 VW Golf+ 1.9 TDi SE. In Black, 82,000 miles, eco¬ 
nomical diesel at.£5,695 

58 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. In silver, 
26,000 miles, pan roof, fantastic value at . .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

42,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.3 CDTi Life 5-dr. In red, 
50,000 miles, superb MPG .£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only .£5,495 

55 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6T-Spirit 5-dr. In silver, 51,000 

mile local car in superb condition.£4,995 

04 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel S’ 5-dr. 

In black, 87,000 mile 4x4 at.£4,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In met grey with 

a/c, cd etc .£4,795 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£4,495 

54 VW Golf 1.4S 3-dr. In silver, 52,000 miles, very 

nice example at.£4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 63,000 
miles, air con, fantastic value at.£4,495 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 

mile hatch, a/c, cd etc.£4,495 

04 NISSAN X-Trail 2.5 Sport in platinum metallic, 
81,000 miles, 1 owner, fsh, panoramic roof etc, 

4x4 at .£4,395 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic 5- 
dr. In met gold, 23,234 miles from new . . .£4,295 
06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Style 5-dr in met blue, 
61,000 miles with a/c, etc .£4,295 


07 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic. In silver, 18,879 miles 

from new, plus £30 road tax .£3,995 

56 DIAHATSU Sirion 1.3 SX 5-dr. In silver, 18,576 

miles from new .£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met 

silver, alloys, air con etc.£3,995 

54 VOLVO S40 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. In sand metallic, high 

spec, economical example at .£3,995 

04 JAGUAR X-Type 2.1 SE Auto. In light met blue 

with beige leather trim, 75,000 miles.£3,995 

58 DIAHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 
insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof . . .£3,795 
56 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 3-dr in yellow, 43,000 
miles, £30 road tax, low insurance.£3,795 

54 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi Dynamique 

Convertible in silver with black leather, fantastic 
MPG at .£3,795 

53 AUDI A4 1.9TDI SE (110). In black, 112,000 mile 

diesel, fantastic mpg .£3,695 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0L. Black with black 

leather, LPG, gas conversion.£3,495 

08 CHEVROLET Tacuma CDXi Automatic. In met 

blue, only 8,000 miles from new .£3,695 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 
3-dr. In black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners . . . .£3,495 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Oasis 5-dr in black, 
62,000 miles with pan-roof, key less go . . £3,495 

55 FORD Focus 1.6LX Auto 5-dr. In blue, fantastic 
value new shape Focus at only.£3,495 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 

miles, low insurance .£3,495 

55 FORD StreetKa 1.6 ‘Ice’ in met grey with leather, 

51,000 miles convertible at .£3,295 

05 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-dr. In silver, 61,000 miles 

with a/c, cd etc .£3,295 

03 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T3 3-dr. In jade metallic, 58,000 
miles, low insurance .£2,995 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE Auto in black with 

leather, low mileage stylish coupe at.£3,295 

07 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6SX 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles, FSH, fantastic value .£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia 5-dr. In crystal silver, 
58,000 miles, 2 owners, a/c, alloys etc . . .£2,995 

53 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 Sport 4WD Auto. In black, 

94,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG .£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black 
leather, 18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

54 NISSAN Almera 1.5 SE 5-dr. In met blue, 69,000 

miles, a/c, etc .£2,695 

54 CITROEN Berlingo Enterprise 1.9 Diesel Van. 

In white, 70,000 miles .£2,695 

V JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in met blue with 
cream leather, only 50,000 miles from new £2,695 
53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, cruise control, cd.£2,495 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 Elegance 5-dr. In met blue, 

FSH, cd etc.£2,495 

08 VAUXHALL Vectra 2.2 LS Estate. In met grey, 

39,000 miles, superb example.£2,495 

04 FIAT Panda 1.1 Active. In Cardiff City blue, low 

insurance.£1,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 
In red/silver, 52,000 miles .£1,995 



53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi 

ice blue met, 70,000 miles with a/c, 
cruise control, cd 

£2,695 



59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 
Verve 3-dr. 

black, 19,000 miles, 1 owner, great looking car 

£6,795 



09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 
Convertible 

In silver, 1 local owner 

£5,495 



59 FORD Kuga 2.0 
Diesel Titanium 

Met grey, 38,000 miles with 
full pan roof, 4x4 

£15,695 


R3C 


All cars 

Just a small 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 




* black 
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The Only Independent BMW, Mercedes, Mini, Porsche 
& Jaguar specialist in South Wales with OFT Approval 
independently inspected by the RAC! 

Our focus is on maintaining our customer's vehicles to the highest standards possible but 
without the dealer price tag. Since we first opened we have delivered a service which in our 
opinion surpasses the quality of that of the local dealer networks. We invest in staff training, 
the latest equipment and deliver outstanding customer service. We don't have a glossy 
showroom in the centre of Cardiff but we'll welcome you with a smile. 

The key to our success is being an honest family run business and delivering a great 
experience; we want you as a customer and we want you to return year after year. 

All our staff are NVQ3 or higher qualified, most are ATA Certified and Bosch Master 
Technicians or working towards it and most are former dealer with Manufacturer specific 
training. Anyone that works on your car at Permoveo is skilled and qualified to do their job! 
The next time you visit the garage you've been using for years or your friend recommends; ask 
about the staff qualifications and whether they have OE dealer tooling. 

If your vehicle is due a service ask for a Free Service Information pack which will include a 
complete breakdown of what to expect from a Permoveo Service and a price comparison 
compared to the local dealer networks. On average we're about 60% cheaper than the typical 
dealer. 

Our diagnostic. Ecu and Injection repair customers include local and national Main 
Dealers including Ferrari, Ford, Citroen, Jaguar, Land Rover, Mercedes, Lexus, 
Sytnerand South Wafcs' largest Used Car supermarkets! 

WE REALLY ARE THE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 


Advanced Cutting Edge Diagnostics 


High Quafity Dealer Spec Servicing 


Key Repars & New Keys 


In-House Injector Servicing 


DPF Repairs & DPF Removals 


Brakesjym, Exhausts & Repars 


Performance Tuning 


ECU, ABS&Electron* Repairs 


Car Coding & Software Upgrades 


Gearboxes & Automatic Repairs 


S3 


Ml JUiKIMX 

nm ■ n 

fcrvlte end Rep- 


Ot I 


GCastml 


Mobil n FUCHS 


5 & 10 Wbodham Road 
Barry Docks CF634JE 
Monday to Friday 830 to lftOO 
Saturday 9J0tol4J0 
www.pemw/eoMii< 

FREEPHONE 

08000337807 
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WALES’ WORLD CUP CAMPAIGN 
GETS OFF TO NIGHTMARE START 


IT was hard enough when the fixtures were compiled. 
It was made even harder when pass master Joe Allen 
withdrew just before the kick-off against Belgium 
due to illness. It was made almost impossible as soon 
as James Collins was harshly dismissed on 26 minutes. 

It was a strange night at the Cardiff City Stadium. Both posi¬ 
tives and negatives reared their respective heads, but now Wales 
find themselves in a depressing situation of having started their 
campaign with two defeats. 

Belgium’s line-up is mightily impressive these days, but Wales’ 
mix of the odd Premier League star and solid professional was 
mixing it well. 

But once Collins had been dismissed for a challenge on 
Guillaume Gillet, the tide began to turn. It was a harsh decision 
given that both players’ feet were off the ground. Both displayed 
studs when diving in for a loose ball, but as Collins was a little 
late, referee Stefan Johannesson decided it warranted a red. 

Chris Coleman’s one mistake was deploying Reading’s Simon 
Church out wide. Through the middle he can, at times, look threat¬ 
ening. But with the marauding Bale down one wing, Church’s lack 
of mobility gave the team a disjointed look. 

Belgium looked slick if never overly threatening in possession. 


by LEIGH GRUFFYDD SANDERS~| 


Axel Witsel was arguably the star of the show. He tracked every¬ 
thing and didn’t let anyone in the Welsh midfield breathe. 

Although his shooting from range left something to be desired, 
his eye for a pass was almost as noticeable as the afro he sports 
alongside Marouane Fellaini. 

Belgium went ahead just before half-time when a corner routine 
practiced and executed many times over the years wasn’t picked 
up by the Welsh defence. Dries Mertens floated the ball in to the 
near post where Vincent Kompany peeled away from Darcy Blake 
and used his strength to hold the Palace player at bay while he 
nodded home. 

From then, their confidence grew and Boaz Myhill became a 
very busy man, with Wales offering very little up front despite a 
dogged and professional display from the defence and midfield. 

Belgium sealed the win with eight minutes left. It was another 
soft free kick given by the Swedish referee, and Blake looked 
stunned. But there was nothing controversial about the strike from 
Jan Vertonghen, as Spurs’ new star walloped the ball in to the far 
comer after being teed up. 


It completed an enjoyable evening for the rowdy Belgian sup¬ 
port who had travelled in their numbers and had been in fine voice 
throughout. They showed the quiet and sporadic Welsh support 
how it should be done, and drove home just how badly the FAW 
need to improve crowds. 

Things got worse for Coleman’s side in Serbia on Tuesday, as 
an underpar performance saw Wales go down 6-1. 

Manchester City defender Aleksander Kolarov put the home 
side ahead with a free-kick, before the same player left a few tack- 
lers in his wake before squaring for Zoran Tosic to make it 2-0. 

Gareth Bale reduced the deficit with a trademark free-kick 
before Serbia ran riot, adding strikes from Filip Duricic, Dusan 
Tadic, Chelsea’s Branislav Ivanovic and Miralem Sulejmani. 

The result leaves Wales’ hopes of qualifying for a major tourna¬ 
ment once again in tatters, and Coleman with a lot to do to raise 
morale before Scotland visit Cardiff next month. 


Good away win for 
Bridgend Athletic 


W H I T L A N D 
kicked off the game 
into a slight breeze 
in the Athletic’s 
favour. 

The Athletic were 
quickly onto the attack. 
Rhys Ward-Jones made 
a break and passed to 
Aled Thomas, who was 
prevented from scoring 
by a last-ditch tackle. 

However, Whitland 
were penalised for hands 
in the mck. Steve Lewis 
kicked the resultant 
penalty. 

The Athletic kept up 
the pressure and this 
time a clean break 
through the middle by 


WHITLAND 16 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 23 


Steve Lewis led to a try 
in the comer by Michael 
Hathaway, which was 
not converted. 

The next score went 
to Whitland. The 
Athletic were caught 
offside at a mck and 
John Thomas stepped up 
and kicked the penalty. 

Whitland were trying 
to put pressure on the 
Athletic, but good tack¬ 
ling by forwards and 
backs kept them at bay. 
From one such attack, 
the Athletic forwards 


Family fun... 

f | Bridgend 

GOLF 

Complex 


Induction or 
improvement 

| £16 PER 
LESSON 

£45 for 3 
£85 for 6 
Why not 
k a course? 


► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► AII-weaHier flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


r Fitness and Leisure .. 
The Healthy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 
Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 



turned the ball over. 

The ball was spun to 
Dan Apsee, who passed 
the ball onto Rod Apsee, 
who put Michael 
Hathaway into space 
with a second row to 
beat. He achieved this 
with an arcing run out¬ 
side the Whitland player, 
and he was able to score 
under the posts. The try 
was converted by Steve 
Lewis. 

The Athletic contin¬ 
ued to pressure the 
Whitland line but 
Whitland managed to 
turn the ball over. 
However, a crunching 
tackle by Lyndsey 
McCausland halted the 
move, and Whitland 
were penalised for hold¬ 
ing on. 

Steve Lewis kicked 
the penalty to take the 
score to 18-3 to the 
Athletic at half-time. 

The Athletic kicked 
off the second half, but it 
was Whitland who built 
up a head of steam using 
their big forwards to 
drive at the Athletic’s 
defence. 

During this period, 
the Athletic conceded 
two penalties which 
were converted by John 
Thomas to reduce the 
deficit to 18-9. 

Eventually, the 
Athletic were able to lift 
the siege and a break 
from a mck was carried 
on by Rhys Ward-Jones, 
who when tackled on the 
22, quickly recycled to 
Dan Apsee, who made 
ground towards the line. 

His pass to Steve 
Lewis was knocked back 


towards the Whitland 
line by a defender, and 
Michael Hathaway 
grounded the ball to 
claim his hat-trick try, 
which was not convert¬ 
ed, and extended the 
Athletic’s lead to 23-9. 

The final score of the 
game came in the final 
minute. A break upfield 
by Whitland saw them 
recycle the ball out to 
the wing for Tom Jones 
to score in the corner. 

John Thomas convert¬ 
ed to give the Athletic 
their first win in the new 
championship by 23-16. 

The Athletic locks 
Griff Davies and 
Jonathon Stoker were 
awarded joint men of the 
match. 

The whole pack 
played well against a 
much heavier Whitland 
eight, with the back row 
of Dan Apsee, Stuart 
Nation and Mathew 
Hillman tackling 

extremely well through¬ 
out. The front row of 
Rod Apsee, Simon 
Mustoe, Wayne Fookes 
and replacement Tom 
Evans, held their own in 
the set pieces. 

Hat-trick centre 
Michael Hathaway was 
outstanding in his sup¬ 
port work, with full back 
Rhys Jones and outside 
half Steven Lewis mak¬ 
ing a number of line 
breaks. 

This Saturday, the 
Athletic play their first 
championship game at 
home against opponents 
Beddau from the old 
Division One East. 



KENFIG HILL vis¬ 
ited Roseland Road 
for the first time in 
ten years and took 
part in a fast and 
furious game 
against 
Waunarlwydd. 

Waunarlwydd opened 
the scoring just after the 
kick off with a penalty 
by outside half Josh 
Hammett, Kenfig Hill 
outside half replied 
almost immediately with 
a well struck penalty. 

The home side then 
spun the ball from a 
scum and right winger 
Andrew Rees-Spowart 
crossed the line in the 
corner. Hammet then 
added a further penalty. 

The home side then 
had two players yellow 
carded within thirty sec¬ 
onds of each other but 
the Mules were unable 
to take advantage as the 
Waun were able to shut 
the game down. 

When the Waun were 
back to full strength they 
scored a try through 
number 8 Nathan Hart. 

Waenarlwydd added 
two further penalties 
through Harnett before 
half time. 

Kenfig Hill started the 
second half with a bang 
scoring a try through 
captain Chris Tossell 
who used his strength 
and guile to cross the 
line to finish off a slick 
move by the visiting 
backs, Giles converting. 

More pressure by 
Kenfig Hill saw left 
winger Tylon Mafi 


sprint past the home 
defence to score in the 
corner, Giles kicking the 
long range conversion. 

At this point all the 
pressure was coming 
from Kenfig Hill but 
Waun held on and Rees- 
Sporwart scored with 
two breaks against the 
run of play. Kenfig Hill 
put on more pressure but 
some aimless kicking 
gave the initiative to the 
home side. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 17 Waunarlwydd 
32. 

Steve Gillard gave 
another outstanding per¬ 
formance and was 
named by the referee as 
the Kenfig Hill man of 
the match. Outside half 
Nicky Giles showed 
some touches of class 
after suffering a series of 
injuries last season, the 
Kenfig Hill pack was 
again solid and there 
was a promising debut at 
full back for Lewis 
Morgan. 

KENFIG HILL 2ND 
XV V BED WAS 2ND 
XV 

A powerful Bedwas 
outfit proved too 
strong for a spirited 
Mules display. 

Bedwas turned up at 
Croft Coch with a strong 
line up but no props and 
asked for passive scrums 
from the outset. The 
Mules agreed to this 
request but elected to 
play with their chosen 
front five. 

In hindsight, it would 
have been better to fill 
the front row with the 
backrow players who 


Kenfig 
pipped 
by ‘Waun’ 


LEFT: Lewis David in action. 


were available on the 
bench as no competitive 
scrummaging was need¬ 
ed during the game. 

The first half was 
dominated by Bedwas 
who defended resolutely 
and made the most of 
every opportunity that 
came their way, often 
capitalising on mistakes 
from the Mules back- 
line. 

Bedwas scored 40 
unanswered points in the 
first half and it was obvi¬ 
ous the Mules had to cut 
out their mistakes and 
start taking the game to 
Bedwas in the second 
half. 

This tactic worked 
and the Mules outscored 
Bedwas 12 to 5 with 
strong running from for¬ 
wards Dan Jones, 


Matthew Bater and Sam 
Richards. 

The Mules tries were 
scored by Dan Jones and 
Owen Davies, one of 
which was converted by 
coach Mark Jones mak¬ 
ing a cameo second half 
appearance. 

Man of the match 
went to youth wing 
Adam 'Lloyd who gave a 
thoroughly committed 
display in attack and 
defence. 

Bedwas deserved 
their victory but the 
Mules must learn to cut 
out their basic mistakes 
and start playing from 
the first whistle in order 
to compete at this level. 
CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 29 


CAR HIRE FROM 
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